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TO  THE 

Reverend  Mr.  LEWIS, 


Upon  his  writing  the 

Life  of  Mr.  C  AXTON. 

N duftrious  Cax  ton’s  Name  in  Time  to  come 
Had  buried  been  in  dark  Oblivion’s  T omb. 
Had  you  with-held  your  generous  Aid  to  lave 
That  Name  which  now  will  never  find  a  Grave. 
Sacred  the  Labour,  Righteous  is  your  Pains, 

Thus  to  collect  the  Artift’s  true  Remains. 

K  ent  owes  to  you  her  Thanks  upon  this  Score  : 

And  not  on  this  alone,  but  f  many  more. 

More  watchful  you  than  Egypt’s  boafting  Seers  , 

For  there  a  Pyramid  now  huge  appears 
Yet  loft  for  ever  is  its  Builder’s  Name, 

To  our  Surprize,  and  their  eternal  Shame. 

W.H. 


•f  The  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  the  Ifle  of  Tenet ,  and  of  the 
Abby  of  Faur efham ,  Nunnery  of  Davington,  Maifon  Dieu  of  Ojl- 
fpringe ,  and  the  adjacent  Parities  of  Boston  fubtus  le  Bleyne ,  & c. 
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THE 


HE  Colie  51  Or  of  thefe  Papers  has 
had  it  for  fome  Time  in  his 
Thoughts  and  Wijhes,  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  do  Jufice  to  the  Me¬ 
mory  of  a  Man ,  who,  he  thinks, 
deferred  Jo  well  of  his  Country , 
in  fo  early  introducing  into  it  an 
Art  of  fitch  publick  Ufe  and  Benefit  as  is  that  of 
Pri  n tin g.  This  he  was  the  more  forward  to 
do,  on  account  of  Mr.  Caxtonsb  being  a  Native 
of  Kent,  to  which  the  ColleBor  is  glad  of  all 
Opportunities  of  exprefjing  his  Gratitude  ;  ha¬ 
ving  lived  in  that  County  ahnojl  forty  Tears,  and 
been  treated  there  with  great  Kind  tie fs  and  Hu¬ 
manity.  But  his  Situation  in  a  remote  Corner  of 
this  Shire,  divided  from  the  Continent,  and  di- 


fiant  from  Libraries  and  the  Converfation  of 
learned  Men,  and  particularly  fuch  as  were  skill'd 
in  this  Subjedl ,  quite  difcouraged  him.  In  this 
State  of  Defpondency  the  learned  and  ingenious 
J)r.  Conyers  Middleton,  principal  Librarian  of 
the  famous  Univerfty  of  Cambridge,  was  fo.  kind 
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The  Preface.  t 

and  generous  as  to  make  the  Collector  a  Prefent  of 
his  curious  Differtation  concerning  the  Origin  of 
Printing  in  England.  Cambridge:  Printed 
for  W.  Thurlbourn.  over-againfl  the  Senate- 
Houfe.  MDCCXXXV.  The  Per ufal  of  this 

ferved  to  revive  the  Thoughts  of  his  former  De- 
fign ,  and  gave  him  Hopes ,  that  he  Jhould  be  able , 
in  fame  tolerable  Meafure ,  to  compleat  and  exe¬ 
cute  it ,  with  the  Affiance  of  the  Differtation  of 
Mr.  Mattaire’s  Annales  Typographies.,  reprinted 
dt  Amflerdam,  1733,  and  of  fome  Friends  and 
Acquaintance  he  had  in  London,  and  the  two 
/  a  mens  Univerfties,  who  favoured  Refearches  of 
this  Kind  :  And  it  is  with  thefe  Helps  that  the 
Collector  has  been  able  to  finijh  thefe  Papers  in  the 
Manner  he  has  done. 

Mr.  Caxton Memory  has  not  been  treated  with 
the  greateft  Candor  and  Benevolence ;  however , 
confidering  the  publick  Ufefulnefs  of  the  Man ,  and 
the  little  Provocation  he  has  given  in  his  Writings 
of  fitch  Vfage.  Bifhop  Bale  reprefented  him  as  a 
Man  not  quite  ldupid,  nor  benumbed  with 
Sloth  ;  which  intimates  as  if  he  thought  him  almofl 
fo  :  And  this  unfair  Character  has  been  impli¬ 
citly  tranferibed  by  following  Writers.  One  of 
them  asks,  with  an  Air  of  Scorn  and  Contempt , 
if  it  will  be  any  kind  of  Inducement  to  perufe  the 
Works  of  an  Author  fo  recommended.  But  if 
Mr.  Caxton  was  no  more  ftupid  than  he  was 
lazy,  he  may  furely  paj's  for  one  of  the  brighter 
Sort :  Since  the  Books  he  tranf cited  and  printed,  at 
a  Time  of  Life  which  naturally  difpofes  Men  to  be 
indolent  and  unadtive,  are  a  Proof,  that  he  was 
not  of  an  idle  Temper.  What  feems  to  have  inclined 
this  lafi-  Writer  to  nfe  Mr.  Caxton  with  fo  much 
Contempt  is  bis  printing  Books  offo  little  Value ,  as 
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The  Preface. 

the  Hiflory  of  King  Arthur,  &c.  But  he  fhoulcl 
have  confider'd  Mr.  Caxton’s  Time  and  Circum- 
ftances ,  and,  that  the  Books  he  printed ,  as  well 
as  tranjlated,  were  not  always  of  his  own  Choice , 
but  at  the  Requejl  of  others.  However,  they 
who  have  made  fo  free  with  his  Character 
Jhould,  one  would  think,  have  taken  fame  Care  of 
their  own,  and  not  in  their  Accounts  of  him  writ¬ 
ten  Things  that  confute  themfelves ,  and  fhew  the 
Inventors  to  be  furrounded  with  a  DarkneJ's  that 
may  even  be  felt. 

In  how  much  Uncertainty  the  Hiflory  of  the 
firjl  Ufe  of  Printing  in  England  is,  may  be 
j'een  by  the  following  fhort  and  imperfect  Detail. 

Some  of  our  Almanac  Makers  tell  us,  that  Print -  Rider s 
ing  was  firjl  ufed  in  England,  A.D.  1443,  about 
twelve  Tears  before  it  was  invented,  or  however, ,  ' 

but  three  Tears  after  :  Others  fay,  not  till  after  Parker's 
1459.  The  Workmen  of  the  Print  ing-prejs ,  at  ^Pheme“ 
the  Theatre  in  Oxford,  in  a  Paper  printed  by 
them  Auguft  23,  A.  D.  1729,  affirm,  that  The 
noble  Art  and  Myftery  of  Printing  was  firft 
invented  in  the  Year  1430,  and  brought  into 
England  in  the  Tear  1447  ;  a  Mi  flake,  perhaps, 
for  1474.  The  learned  Mr.  Collier  afjures  us,  Eccl.Hiil. 
that  the  Myfcery  of  Printing  appeared  ten  Vol.  I. 
Tears  fiooner  at  the  Univerficy  of  Oxford,  than 
at  any  other  Place  in  Europe,  Harlem  and  Mentz 
excepted :  Which  fixes  the  Introduction  of  it 
there  j'o  early  as  1457  >  fince  certain,  that  it 
appeared  at  Rome,  and  eljewhere  in  Europe,  in 
1 467  ;  though  by  the  Date,  put  in  the  Margin, 
he  feems  willing  to  have  had  it  thought ,  that  it 
did  not  appear  at  Oxford  before  1464.  The  di¬ 
ligent  Collector  of  the  Annals  of  Printing,  Jup- 
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pofes  this  Art  jirjl  brought  into  Jsngland  in  1460 } 
Eng.Dift.  and  N.  Bailey  implicitly  follows  3  Atkins’*  Ro¬ 
mance  of  the  Introduction  of  it  in  King  Henry 
Vlth’s  Reign,  or  before  1460,  Rut  the  Generality 
of  our  Englifh  Chroniclers  who  mention  it,  tell 
us,  'That  Printing  was  fir  ft  prablifed  by  Mr. 
Caxton,  in  1471,  at  Weftminfter,  under  the  Pa¬ 
tronage  of  Abbot  Iflip. 

It  feems  a  very  juft  Obfervation  that  has  been 
made  by  a  late  fenfible  and  ingenious  Writer , 
That  it  is  not  to  be  thought,  that  the  Readers 
of  fuch  Accounts  as  they  thought  tended  much  to 
the  Honour  of  their  Country,  have  not  been  over 
fcrupulous  in  examining  nicely  into  the  Truth  or 
Probability  of  them  :  Though  it  is  very  com¬ 
mendable  to  enquire  honeftly  into  them,  and  re¬ 
nounce  all  fuch  as  appear  fabulous  and  inconftftent 
with  the  Truth  of  Hi (lory.  This,  it's  hoped,  will 
ex c ufe  the  Attempt  of  the  Collebior,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Papers,  honeftly  and faithfully  to  fhew  the 
true  Char  abler  of  our  fir  ft  Printer,  and  the  par¬ 
ticular  Inftances  of  his  Probity,  and  Diligence. 
In  doing  this,  the  Collebior  has  had  Opportunities 
enough  to  expofe  the  Negligences ,  Ignorances,  and 
Prejudices  of  fome  of  the  moft  learned  Writers 
of  the  laft  Age  ;  and  could  he  have  allowed  him - 
(elf,  with  the  late  Monfteur  Baile,  and  others ,  to 
divert  and  make  himfelf  and  his  Readers  merry 


a  In  1664  was  printed  a  fmall  Pamphlet  in  Quarto*  of  four 
Sheets,  entitled,  The  Original  and  Growth  of  Printing  in  Eng¬ 
land,  &c.  by  Robert  Atkins,  Efq;  in  which  is  told  a  moft  ground- 
Jefs  and  improbable  Story  of  Mr.  Caxton  and  one  Tumour ,  being 
lent  to  Harlem  by  King  Henry  VI.  and  Arch-bifhop  Bourchier ,  and 
furnifhed  by  them  with  Money  to  get  a  Printer  from  thence*  to 


teach  the  Englifh  the  Art  of  Printing* 


The  Preface.  xi. 

< with  the  Lapfes  and  b  Mijlakes  of  Men  much  bet¬ 
ter ,  and  more  knowing,  in  other  Refpetts ,  than 
himfelf  he  would  not  have  wanted  jiifficient  Mat¬ 
ter  and  Occafion.  But  he  remember' d  the  good 
Obfervation  of  the  Roman  Poet : 

- Ingenuas  didiciiTe  fideliter  artes 

Emoilit  mores,  nec  fink  efle  feros. 

The  Collett  or  has  compared  what  is  commonly 
called  Caxtonk  Chronicle  of  England,  with  one 
of  the  MS.  Englifh  Chronicles,  which  he  printed, 
and  with  the  Editions  of  it  printed  by  de  Word, 

1497,  an d  I5zo  5  and  b  Julian  Notary,  1513* 

By  this  Collation  it  appears ,  that  they  are  the 
fame,  without  any  Interpolations ;  only  the  old 
and  obfolete  Language  is  fometimes  alter'd,  to 
make  it  more  intelligible :  Of  this  a  Specimen 
is  given,  by  way  of  Proof  in  the  Collection  at 
the  End  of  thefe  Papers ■,  where  the  Hi  ft  or y  of 
the  Monk's  poifoning  King  John,  in  the  MS.  is 
compared  with  the  Print.  For  the  further  Evi¬ 
dence  of  this,  is  here  added  a  Collation  of  two  or 
three  other  Pafages  in  the  MS.  with  Notary 
Print. 

b  One  of  the  Writers  that  bears  hardefl  on  Mr.  Caxton's  Memo¬ 
ry,  and  treats  it  with  the  molt  Contempt,  thus  writes  of  him  :  To 
William  Caxton,  I  fuppofe9  good  Mr .  Fox  was  obliged  for  the  Ac¬ 
count  he  gives  us  of  King  Alfred’s  compiling  a  Story  in  the  Saxon 
Speech ,  &c.  Now  good  Mr.  Fox’r  Words  are  as  follow:  Befides  y0{  j 
the  hiforie  of  Beda,  tranfated  into  the  Saxon  tongue,  he  alfo  him-  p 
felf  compiled  a  Storie  in  the  fame  Speech  called  the  Storie  of  Al-  q0]  j  e 
J/ed ,  See.  which  both  boohs  in  the  Saxon  tongue  I  have  feene,  though  £cj  | 
the  language  1  do  not  under  ft ande.  Can  any  Thing  be  plainer  than 
that  Mr.  Fox  was  obliged  for  this  Account  to  his  ovun  Eyes ,  not  to 
William  Caxton  ?  In  Caxton* s  Chronicles  it’s  only  faid,  that 

*  This  king  Alvred— - was  a  good  clerke  and  a  boke  he  made  iit 

*  Englyfshe  of  adventures  of  kynges*  and  of  batayles  that  had  ben 

‘  done  in  the  londe  \  « 
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Englifh  Chronicle,  MS. 


Print,  1515. 


snalus. 


———This  William  le 
Rous  was  a c  lutherman 
to  god  and  holy  cberche. 

— - — That  they  twyne 
\_K.  Stephen  and  Hen¬ 
ry]  fulde  departe  the 
reams  of  Englonde  be- 
twene  ham  to,  Jo  that 
Henry  the  Emprejfe  fone 
fulde  have  hafendel  the 
reame,  and  after  king 
Stephen’*  day  he  J'ulde 
thon  haf  al  the  hool 
part :  and  thus  was  bi- 
tuen  ham  the  werre  cef- 
J'ede ,  and  pees  criede 
thorugh-out  Engelonde. 
And  whan  thaccorde 
was  thus  made  bytuene 
ham ,  king  Stephen  bi- 
gan  to  make  J’oo  muche 
Jorwe,  that  it  was  won¬ 
der  to  wyte,  f  or  enche - 
foun  that  he  had  lojl  half 
Engelonde,  and  there¬ 
fore  hym  toke J’uch  a J'or- 
<we  that  broughte  him 
to  hys  detb ,  and  he  deide 
in  the  xixth  yere  and  viii 
wokes  and  five  dates  of 
his  regne.  And  he  lith 
in  the  Abbay  of  Feure- 
£ham  that  he  lete  make 

in 


»—This  Wyllyam  was 
a  wonder  contraryous 
man  to  God  and  holy 
chyrche. 

—That  they  fholde 
departe  the  real  me 
of  Englonde  butwene 
theym  two,  fo  the 
Henry  the  Empreffe 
Iholde  hooly  have  the 
half  of  all  the  lond  of 
Englonde.  And  thus 
they  were  accorded  and 
peas  was  cryed  thrugh- 
out  al  Englonde.  And 
whan  the  accorde  was 
made  bytwene  the  two 
Lords,  kynge  Stephen 
became  fo  fory  for  by- 
caufe  that  he  had  loft 
hzUc  Englonde,  and  felle 
into  fuche  a  maladye 
and  deyed  in  the  xixyere 
and  viii  wekes  and  v 
days  of  his  regne,  all  in 
warre  and  in  contake. 
And  he  lyeth  in  the 
Abbaye  of  Feuerjham , 
the  which  he  lete  make 
in  the  xvi  yere  of  his 
regne. 


And 
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Englifli  Chronicle,  MS. 

in  the  vjth  ghere  of  his 
regne. 

— In  the  fame  yer  the 
•vifte  gher  of  his  regne, 
he  [X.  Henry]  chaunch- 
ede  the  cogne  of  his  mo¬ 
ms. 


Print,  1515. 


— -And  in  that  yere, 
the  fourthe  yere  of  his 
regne,  he  chaunged  his 
moneye. 


The  late  Mr.  Hearne  has  obferved ,  that  in  the 
Profe  Additions  to  the  MS.  oj  Robert  of  Glou- 
cefter,  in  the  Herald's  Office,  the  Narrative  of 
Walter  Stapleton,  Bijhop  oj  Exeter,  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Edward  II.  building  a  Power  without 
Temple-bar,  and  his  Funeral ,  differs  confderably 
from  that  in  Caxtonh  Chronicle  $  t)f.  fj.  for 
which  Reafon  the  following  Collation  is  here 


added. 

MS. 

. — And  yat  fame  tyme 
ye  byfsbop  hadde  a  jaire 
tour  a  makyng  without 
temple  barre  at  the 
heyghe  yn  on  Fhemye  J'yde’ 
and  him  lackyde  floon. 
Wherforehe  made  his  men 
to  go  to  the  churche  of 
thefrerys ,  the  w  hie  be,  at 
yat  tyme  were  clepyd  the 
frerys  of thepye ,  and  ther 
this  byjhoppis  men  pykkyd 
fonys  out  of  hure  land  to 
perfourme  his  tour  ;  and 
yer  alj’o  he  hadde  muche 

jond 


Print ,  1515. 

—And  in  that  fame 
tyme  the  byfhop  had  in 
London  a  fayre  toure  in 
makynge  in  his  clofe 
upon  the  ryver  Temfe 
that  was  without  tem¬ 
ple  barre,  and  he  fayled 
(lone  to  make  therof 
an  ende  and  he  com- 
maunded  his  men  to  go 
to  the  freres  Carmes, 
and  there  they  toke 
done  to  make  therwith 
the  tour,  and  moche 
fonde  and  morter  and 

old 
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MS. 

fond  ye  which  thei  foun- 
den  among  old  robelle 
yer  yat  yet  dygged  yn 
after  Jlonys  and  alfo 
muche  olde  morter  yat 
was  laft  yer  of  olde  tyme. 
And  for  the  dijfefe  yat 
ye  byfshop  hadde  do  to 
holy  churche,  he  and  his 
two  fqyers  weryn  buryed 
in  ye  jame  fond  as  yey 
had  noughte  be  criflnedy 
and  Jo  yey  layn  yer  xi 
wokys,  for  yat  ye  queue 
prayede  by  hure  letteris 
to  ye  forfayd  comyns  of 
London,  yat  ye  / hold 
J'uffre  ye  body  of  ye  for- 
J'aid  byjshop  be  buryed  in 
his  owen  churche  of  fey  nt 
Clement  without  Lon- 
done.  And  hit  was  no 
wonder  yough  ye  byfsop 
deide  in  Jhynfulle  detby 
for  he  was  a  couetous 
man  without  pyte ,  and 
he  counfailed  the  Kyng, 
as  oyer  dude  in  yuelle 
maner. 


Prints  1715. 

old  robous  that  was 
lefte.  And  for  the  dyf- 
pyte  the  byfshop  had 
done  unto  holychyrche, 
he  and  hys  two  fquyres 
were  buryed  in  yat 
fonde,  as  thoughe  they 
had  ben  houndes,  and 
there  they  1  aye  xiwekes, 
tyll  that  the  quene 
Ifabell  fent  her  letters 
to  the  communers, 
and  prayed  them,  that 
they  wolde  fuffer  and 
graunt,  that  the  byf- 
fhop  might  be  take  out 
of  that  place,  and  be 
buryed  at  Exceter  at 
his  owne  chyrche,  and 
fo  he  was,  and  his  two 
fqyres  were  buryed  at 
faynt  Clement’s  without 
temple  barre.  And  it 
was  no  wonder  that 
byfshop  deyed  an  evyll 
deth,  for  he  was  a  co¬ 
vetous  man,  and  had 
wyth  him  no  mercy, 
and  evyll  counfeylle^ 
the  Jtynge. 


Tht 


The  Preface. 

The  Collector  prefumes  to  add,  That  he  is  not  jo 
vain  and  conceited  as  to  imagine  he  has  made  no 
Blunders  or  Mijlakes,  or,  that  his  Gueffes  are 
always  right :  But  he  hopes  he  Jhall  be  treated 
with  Candor.  If  s  a  fine,  as  well  as  necejfary 
Obj'ervation,  made  by  a  learned  and  excellent 
Writer,  that  we  (hould  even  jcruple  to  expofe 
fome  kind  of  Faults.  4  A  Man,  fays  he,  has  fpent 
4  bis  Life  in  Study  :  He  has  ploughed  up  fallow 
4  Grounds,  or  untilled  Lands.  The  narrow  Bounds 
4  of  human  Minds  fometimes,  even  in  an  Inadver- 
4  tency,  occafioned  by  a Jlrifl  Application  to  what 
4  was  mojl  effential  to  his  SubjeSi,  make  him  fall 

*  into  a  Miflake  of  [mall  Moment.  It  may  be  he 
4  has  fifty  Volumes  lying  open  around  him  :  This 
4  multitude  of  ObjeBs  happens  to  dazzle  and  con¬ 
found  him.  He  fanfies  he  fees  and  reads  in  one 

Author  what  is  really  in  another,  and  fo  quotes 
4  the  wrong  Writer.  Ought  any  one  to  exclaim 
4  againfi  fuch  a  Writer  as  a  Lyer,  or  expofe  him 
4  as  ignorant  f  Should  we  not  rather  pity  fuch  a 
4  Difiraftion,  than  be  pleaj'ed  with  the  Dijcovery 

*  of  a  Mijlake  which  we  our  [elves  might  have 

*  made ,  had  our  Minds  been  but  as  much  bent  and 
4  upon  the  Stretch  f  This  J'eems  off  ending  againfi 
4  the  Laws  of  Juftice  and  Chrifiian  Charity,  and 
4  even  thofe  of  worldly  Decency  and  common  Civi- 
4  lityi 

He  further  begs  Leave  to  tranfcribe  the  Words 
of  the  learned  Editor  of  the  Regifier  of  the  Mofl 
Noble  Order  of  the  Garter,  and  very  skilful  An¬ 
tiquary,  as  ferving  to  apologize  for  himjelf  in  his 
Conduff  in  the  following  Work  as  well  as  for  him  ; 
That  4  ’tis  hoped,  that  thofe  Extracts,  which  the 
4  Reader  will find  here  made  from  the  Writings  of 

2  1  Caxion 
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f  Caxton  and  others,  will  not  be  difrelifhed  be- 
1  caufe  they  are  inferted  in  their  primitive  Spel- 
4  lings  and  obfolete  terms ,  which  he  dares  own 
4  are ,  in  his  private  Opinion ,  like  the  precious 
4  Rujl  of  Medals,  being  the  Marks  both  of  their 
4  Antiquity  and  Genuinenefs 
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T  E  S  T  I- 


T  ESTIMONIES 

Concerning 


wtlltam  CAXTON. 


Joannes  Bale  Sudovolgius  Anglus,  OiTori- 
enfis  apud  Hybernos  EpiJ'copus,  Anno  1559, 
a  pud  Germanos  pro  Cbrifti  profejjione  Pere- 
grinus ,  & pojle a  Canonicus  Cantuarienfis  apud 
Anglos. 

Tilhelmus  C  ax  ton  Anglus,  vir  non  omnino 
ftupidus,  aut-ignavia  torpens,  fed  propa- 
gandse  fuse  gentis  memorise  ftudiofus  admo- 
dum,  multa  aliarum  gentum  monumenta  ad 
id  peragendurn  non  parvo  qusefivit  labore. 
Habitavit  interim  in  Flandria  30  annis  cum  domina 
Margareta  Burgundies  Duciffa  Regis  Edwardi  forore, 
Cujufdam  didafcali  ad  Albani  fanum  conatibus  poftea 
obortis  quidem,  fed  nondum  finitis,  fe  ad  hsec  ir,fti- 
mulatum  die  primo  fatetur  :  qui,  morte  prseventus,  ia 
fchedis  sic  pagellis  aliquot  imperfedtum  reliquerat  opus. 
Hoc  non  folum  Caxtonus  collect  is  foliis  coacervaviq, 
fed  eriam  ex  Tito  Livio ,  D.  Augujlino ,  Gilday  Beday 
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T efiimontes  concerning 


Ifidoro %  Cqffiodoro ,  Galfrido  Monemutenfi ,  Guilhetmo 
Malmesburienfj ,  Martins  Carfulano ,  Theobaldo  Car - 
thiifiano ,  et  arils  audioribus  bonis  addidit  multa,  tem- 
porum  fupputationibus  eidem  operi  junftis.  Incipit  a 
Gigantibus,  primis,  ut  ille  putat,  hujus  terras  inhabi- 
*  Edit*  tatoribus  (*  quamvis  cum  fuo  autore  anilibus  decipia- 
tur  fabulis)  ac  definit  in  23  anno  Edwardi  quarti  qui 
4  6  eft  annus  a  Chrifti  nativitate  1483,  vocavitque  fuum 
opus,  Fruftus  temp  or  urn* 

Tranftulit  #  Gallic  a  et  Latina  linguis  211  Anglicum 
fermonem, 

1.  Vegetium  de  re  militari.  Lib.  4. 

2*  Joannitam  de  ludo  fcaccorum.  Lib ,  4, 

3.  Hiftoriam  excidii  Trojani  -  Lib .  3. 

4.  Bonaventurum  de  vita  Chrifti.  Lib .  1. 

5.  Hiftoriam  Lumbardicam.  Lib.  1. 

6.  Capgravi  Catalogum.  Lib .  1. 

7.  Uluftrationes  armorum  Chriftini.  i. 

8.  Obfidionem  et  expugnationem  Jerufalem  per 
Godefridum  de  Bullion  ad  Anglic  Regem  Edvardum 
cjuartum.  1. 


JOANNES  L  ELAND,  1550. 

'  Guliehnus  Gaxodunus ,  Anglise  prototypographus, 
haec  aut  ftmilia  his  Anglice  refert  in  calce  libelli  com 
tinentis  Pub .  Cornelii  et  Flaminii  Orationes  de  vera 

Nobilitate  de  Fiptoto^^^—^ 


Joannes  Joscelinus.  1562. 

Willielmus  Caxton  fcripfi t  Appendices  ad  Lrevifam 
qui  incipiunt  ;  Profequens  demutn  prefer  ipti  open  is 
— ..et  continuantur  ab  anno  domini  1397,  in  quo 
Joannis  Trevifue  additiones  in  Polychronicon  excipit, 
ufquead  annum  ejus  1460.  Habentur  fere  Temper  in 

a  There  are  feveral  Writers  of  this  Name  ,  but  it  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  at  aJ!  in  the  Prologue  to  the  Fru&us  temporum.  Ifidorus 
liifpalenfis  wrote  a  Chronicle  from  the  Beginning  of  the  World 
to  J*  C,  626*  as  CqJJto dorns  did  to  A,  C,  319. 


fine 


Wyllyam  Caxton.  x\x 

fine  Anglici  Polychronici.  Claruit  Autor  fub  Edwards 
Rege  quarto.  Anno  Domini  1463. 

John  Stowe,  1601. 

- William  Caxton  of  London , .  a  Mercer,  brought 

the  noble  fcience  of  Printing  into  England  about  the 
Year  1471  ;  and  firft  pradtifed  the  lame  in  the  Abby 
of  faynt  Peter’s  at  Wefiminfier, 

Joannes  Pits.  1600. 

Guliehius  Caxtonus ,  natione  Anglus,  Vir  pius,  do- 
dus,  et  multum  indultrius,  propria;  quidem  laudis 
nonnihil  appetens,  multo  magis  patriae  gloriae  cupi- 
dus.  In  Flandria  quidem  triginta  annis  vixit  cum 
Margareta  Burgundies  Duce,  Regis  Edwardi  quarti 
forore.  Quo  toto  tempore  nunquam  fuit  otiofus,  fed 
aut  Patrias  aut  exterarum  regionum  hiftorias  in  man i- 
bus  femper  fere  habebat.  In  Angliam  demum  rever- 
fus,  ut  ipfe  fatetur,  hiftoriae  cujufdam  principia  incho- 
ata  a  quodam  Prteledore  Monallerii  S.  Albani  qui, 
morte  prteventus,  opus  intentum  abfolvere  non  potuit, 
Chartas  illas  imperfedas  accepit  Caxtonus ,  fuas  illis 
adjecit  ex  optimis  quibufque  audoribus  colledas.  Ex 
omnibus  egregiam  Hiftoriam  compofuit,  incipiens,  ut 
ipfe  afterit,  ab  eo  tempore  quo  primum  infula  no- 
ftra  caipit  inhabitari,  et  ufque  ad  vicefimum  tertium, 
hoc  eft  ultimum  Regis  Edwardi  quarti  annum,  qui 
erat  Chrifii  1483,  perveniens,  feriem  rerum  perduxit, 
titulum  oper-i  dedit  Frudius  temporum.  Scripfit  etiam 
Appendices  ad  Johannem  Frevifam  ab  anno  Domini 
1397,  ad  annum  1460.  Collegit  omnia  Galfredi 
Chauceri  opera,  quae  prius  non  nifi  fparfim  hinc  inde 
reperiebantur,  eaque  ad  jufta  redegit  volumina,  et  in 
publicum  prodire  fecit,  ne  difperfa  perirent  quae  in 
untim  compada  facilius  refervarentur  pofceritati.  Jo¬ 
hannes  Major  libro  quarto  de  geftis  Scotorum  fatetur  fe 
quafdam  hujus  audoris  hiftorias  ex  Anglico  in  Latinum 
vertiffe  fermonem,  et  majorem  Hiftoriae  Dae  partem 
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oc  illo  fumpfifle.  Scripfit  potifllmum  fermone  pa- 
trio, 

i.  Chronicon  Mundi  vel  Frudtus  temporum  li¬ 
bras  vii. 

2  •  Hiftoriam  Regis  Arthur i  librosxxL 

3.  Appendices  ad  polychronicon  redditum  Anglice 
per  Job.  Trevifam. 

4.  Vitam  S.  Edwardi  Regis  et  Confefforis.  Lib .  1 * 

5.  Ex  variis  compilavit  Anglic,  Scotia ,  IV alii  a*  ^ 
Hibernia  Defcriptionem. 

6.  Imaginem  Mundi.  Zi£.  1. 

Claruit  anno  1483,  regnante  in  Anglia  Edwardo  IV. 

4  * . 

rGERARD  John  Yossius.  1627. 

Guilhelmus  Caxtonus  Anglus,  praeterquam  quod 
varia  hiftoricorum  opera  ex  Gallica  vel  Lingua  La- 
tma  Anglice  tranftulerit,  etiam  ipfe  Anglice  compo- 
fuit  plurima,  quorum  nonnulla  a  Latinis  fcriptoribus 
lunt  tranfiata.  Edidit  Chronicon  libris  vii.  Quod 
EruSfus  temporum  infcripfit,  In  eo  a  gigantibus  aufpi- 
catur,  quos  primes  Angliam  incoluiffe  autumat.  Pro- 
greditur  autem  ad  annum  23  Edwardi  quarti,  hoc  eft 
annum  Chrifti  1483.  Etiam  hiftoriam  contexuit  Ar~ 
tun  rcgis5  item  vitam  Edwardi  Confeftforis,  ad  haec 
Britannia  totius  defcriptionem.  Idem  continuavit  ap- 
pendicem  quam  Joannes  L'revifa  Polychronico  addi- 
derat.  Elujus  Caxtoki  Chronicon  in  opere  fuo  Latine 
tranftulit  'J  oannes  Scotus ,  fed  refedtis  quae  improbaret. 
Nec  enim  pauca  funt  quae  judicium  requirat.  Unde 
Hiftoriae  fuas  Scoticae,  lib,  iv.  cap.  iii.  cum  narraflfet? 
ut  Joannes  rex  a  monacho  quodam  Coenobii  Swinejheid , 
hoc  eft  capitis  porcini,  veneno  effet  fublatus,  fubjun- 
git  haec  verba:  Caxtonum  Anglum  Hiftoricum  in  hac 
parte  ad  Jiteram  imitor,  folum  linguam  noftram  Bri- 
tannicam  in  Latinam  interpretor.  Idem,  cap.  xiii. 
Circa  hanc  materiam  C axtonus ,  Eliftoncus  Anglus,  fie 
recitat.  Ac  poftquam  majorem  capitis  ejus  partem  ex 
'Cttxtcno  exferipfiffet,  addit  :  Ecce  Caxtoni  Angli  Hi¬ 
ftoriam  quam  de  lingua  Anglicana  in  Latinam  convert!- 

*’■  mus. 


Wyllyam  Caxton.  .  xxt 

mus.  Non  folum  improbabilia,  fed  fibi  haud  cohe¬ 
rent  ia  vir  ifte  cudit.  Omni  enim  probabilitate  vacat, 
ut  duos  reges  peterent,  fuperiorem  et  infenorem  ei  fub- 
jedtum,  Scoti  eligerent  aut  caperent.  Item,  cap.  xxi. 

Ecce  quonam  pa<5to  res  geftas  illius  temporis  Anglus 
hiftoricus,  quern  fequimur,  recitat,  paucis  verbis  im- 
probabilibus  a  me  rejedtis  et  reprobatis.  Item,  lib,  v, 
cap.  xvii.  Poftea  invedtivam  in  Rohertum  et  Davidem 
Brufeos  Caxtonus  fecit,  quot  verba  tot  mendacia  aftu- 
mens.  Caxtonum  hunc  Simlerus ,  uti  et,  qui  eum  fe- 
qui  folet,  Pojfevinus  vixifife  arbitrator  anno  1 538,  fed 
falli  eos  fatis  arguunt  quas  diximus.  Quanquam  veto 
Anglus  foret,  tamen  magnam  setatis  partem,  puta  an- 
nis  xxx,  in  Flandria  egit  apud  Margaritam  bur  gun  du ? 
Ducem  regis  fui  Edwardi  fororem. 

Idem. 

- - ~  Hie  Joannes  Major  Haddingtonenfis  Sco- 

tus,  Caxtoni  Chronograph i  Angli  Hiftoriam  ex  Lin¬ 
gua  Anglicana  convertit  Latine,  ut  ipfe  refert,  lib.  iv. 
Hiftorias  Scotiae,  cap.  xiii.  Quod  quo  padto  prasfti- 
terit  cognofcere  eft  ex  iis  quae  de  Caxtono  fuperius  dixi» 
mus. 


Henry  Wharton,  1689. 

— ■■  ■■  ■  Verfionem . \P  oly  chronic  i\  ad  finem  per- 
duxit  Joannes  de  Trevifa ,  uti  ex  nota  calci  adnexa 
patet,  anno  1387,  die  8'“  Apr  His  :  adeout  palam  lap- 
ius  fit,  feu  incuria  feu  errato  typographico,  Caxtonus , 
qui  in  fine  verfionis  a  fe  typis  imprelfae  adnotavit  earn 
finitam  effe  anno  1357.  Illam  enim,  immutato  pau~. 
lulum  Anglican  linguae  archaifmo,  et  a  feipfo  ad  annum 
ufque  1460.  Edwardi  IV.  Regis  primurn  concinna-. 
turn,  typis  impreffam  evulgavit  *  Londini  1482,  fol.  *  Wrjfm,. 
Gulielmus  Caxtonus  qui  tub  Edwardo  Rege  ditto  claruit  najlok.. 
primufque  omnium  Artem  typographical!}  J,ngli<s 
jntulit. 


xxii  2  e jimmies  concerning,  &c. 

Archp.  William  Nicholson.  1714. 

William  Gaxton  — - — - —  was  a  menial  Servant,  for 
thirty  Years  together,  to  Margaret  Dutchefs  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  (Sifter  to  our  K.  Edward  IV.)  in  Flanders .  He 
afterwards  returned  into  England ;  where  finding,  as  he 
fays,  an  imperfect  Hiftory  (begun  by  one  of  the 
Monks  of  St.  Albans ,  fays  John  Pitts ,  very  unavifed- 
ly)  he  continued  it  in  Englifh ,  giving  it  only  the  La¬ 
tin  Title  of  Frudtus  temp  or  um .  How  fmall  a  Portion 
of  this  Work  is  owing  to  this  Author,  has  been  ob- 
ferved  before  ;  but  he  now  ufually  bears  the  Name 
of  the  Whole,  which  begins  with  the  firft  inhabiting 
of  this  Hand,  and  ends  (the  laft  Year  of  Edward  IV.) 
A.  D.  1483.  The  Opportunities  he  had  of  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Court  Tran  factions  of  his  own  Time, 
would  encourage  his  Readers  to  hope  for  great  Matters 
from  him  ;  but  his  Fancy  feems  to  have  led  him  into 
an  Undertaking  above  his  Strength. 

a  4  .  Co*-''  40 
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LLIAM  CaXTON  was  Recueyl  of 

born,  as  he  himfelf  tells ^ Hiji. 
us,  fomewhere  in  theo/Tro^ 
W ?a!de  of  Ke  nt  ;  a  Parc 
of  that  large  and  fine 
County,  fo  called  from 
the  Anglo- Saxonic  Word 
J’ealb,  which  fignifies  a 
Wood  or  Chace ;  this 
Trad  of  Land  being  moftly  Wood.  Here,  he 
laid,  he  learned  the  Englijh ,  which  he  fpoke  and 
wrote  ;  which,  he  obferved,  was  then  fpoken 
broader  and  ruder  there  than  in  other  Places  of 


this  County.  By  his  Mother,  it’s  faid,  he  wasBagfari** 
taught  to  read  and  write  ;  which  was  a  liberal  L;fe  <f 
Education  for  thofe  ancient  Times,  and  for 
which  he  afterwards  devoutly  thanked  God, 

Pnce  by  thofe  Means  he,  in  his  old  Age,  go<  a 

L  4*  Living, 


The  Life  of  William  Caxton. 

Living.  When  he  came  to  be  of  a  fit  Age, 
which  I  fuppofe  to  have  been,  at  that  Time, 
about  feventeen  or  eighteen  Years  old,  he  was 
^unmans  bound  an  Apprentice  to  one  Robert  Large ,  a 

LSc!wealthy  Mercer  of  the  City  of  London ;  who 
was  chofen  Sheriff  of  the  City  Sept.  28,  1430, 
An. Dom. and  Mayor  OSiober  28,  1439,*  and  died  A.  D, 
!445-  1441.  With  him  Caxton  lerved  out  his  Time, 

and  was  made  a  '  Conjurys,  or  a  fworn  and  Bro¬ 
ther  Freeman  of  the  Company  and  City.  Af¬ 
ter  his  having  ferved  his  Time,  he  feems  to 
have  continued  with  his  Mafter  as  a  journey¬ 
man  till  his  Death.  But,  however  this  be,  Mr. 
Large ,  in  his  laft  Will,  remember’d  his  Ap¬ 
prentice  If  tilt  am  Caxton,  and  left  him  a  Legacy 
of  thirty  four  Marcs,  a  confiderable  Sum  in 
t  io!e  Times,  and  a  creditable,  as  well  as  early, 
i  eflimony  of  Mr.  CaxtoC s  good  Behaviour  and 
great  In  egrity.  His  Mafter  being  dead,  it  feems 
as  if  he  was  obliged  to  provide  for  himftif  fome 
other  Way.  He  himfelf  has  intimated,  That 
the  very  fame  Year  that  his  Mafter  died  he  went 
abroad,  where  he  continued  above  thirty  Years, 
for  the  mo  ft  part  in  Braband,  Flanders,  Hol¬ 
land  and  Zealand.  It  has  been  guefted,  that 
he  was  in  thefe  Countries  as  a  travelling  A^ent 
or  Fa&or  for  the  Company  of  Mercers,  and 
employ  d  by  them  in  the  Bufinefs  of  Merchan- 
An. Dom. dife.  This  is  not  at  all  improbable,  fince  in  the 

6W.N  .I.Xf2r  1464>i_we  find  him  joined  with  one  Richard 
fohitehu.1,  Eftjj  in  a  Commiihon  from  King 


RecueyU 

Sc  c* 


Conjmatio,  Juratorum  Conventus.  jurati  et  Conjurati dicuntur 
Gives  unius  Oppidi.  Du  Frefne  Glofs. 

i  he  ComniifTion  It  lies  them  ArnbaJJiatores ,  Procuratores ,  Nun- 
cios  et  Deputaios  fpeciales,  and  gives  to  both,  or  either  of  them,  full 
Power  to  treat,  &c,  See  Qolkft.  N°.  L 
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The  Life  of  William  Caxton. 

Edward  IV.  to  continue  and  conclude  a  Trea¬ 
ty  of  Trade  and  Commerce  betwixt  him  and 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  whofe  Son  afterwards 
married  King  Edward's  Sifter,  the  Lady  Mar¬ 
garet  j  or,  if  ic  was  neceffary,  to  make  a  new 
one.  This  fhews  that  Mr.  Caxton  was  thought, 
by  the  Englifh  Court,  to  be  a  thorough  Mafter 
of  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  that  Country 
where  he  had  now  lived  and  traded  three  and 
twenty  Years ;  in  all  which  Time,  he  muft, 
one  would  think,  have  acquired  a  great  Deal 
of  Knowledge  and  Experience. 

c  Four  Years  after  this,  a  Match  was  conclu-  An.Dom. 
ded,  as  was  juft  now  hinted,  betwixt  the  young  1+68. 
Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the  King’s  Sifter,  and 
the  Lady  fent  to  Bruges,  where  the  Duke’s 
Court  then  was,  with  a  very  fplendid  Retinue. 

Among  her  Servants  of  the  Englijh  Nation, 

Mr.  Caxton ,  it  fee  ms,  was  nominated  to  be  one. 

He  himfelf  tells  us,  That  at  this  Time  he  was  a 
Servant  to  her  d  Grace,  and  received  of  her 
yearly  *  Fee,  and  other  many  good  and  great  *  jreoh„ 
Benefits  5  which  fhews  he  was  much  in  her  Fa -Monm, 
vour.  In  what  Rank  or  Quality  he  ferved  the  Wa&es- 
Dutchefs,  we  do  not  'know ;  but  the  Freedom 
with  which  (he  ufed  Mr.  Caxton ,  in  finding 

f  - - -Die  junii  Domina  Margareta  foror  Regis,  per  Dominum 

Regem  ad  litus  Maris  du&a  prope  infulam  de  T anet  accepit  navem 

verfirs  Fla?idriam ,  habuitque  in  focietate  fua  -  -  -  . . . 

Margareta ,  quns  ell  apud  le  Dame  per  Epifcopum  Sarum  Domino 
Karolo  Duci  Burgundies  nupta.  WilbeL  Wyrceftre ,  Ann. 

d  Mr.  Caxton  thus  reckons  her  Titles  :  My  lady  Margarete  by 
the  grace  of  God  fuller  unto  the  kynge  of  Englonde  and  of  Fraunce, 
duchelfe  of  Burgoyne ,  of  Lotryk,  of  Brabant ,  of  Lymburgh  and  Lux¬ 
emburg!:,  Countes  of  Flandres ,  of  Jr  toys  and  of  Burgoyne,  Palatynee 
of  Heynanxd,  of  Boland \  of  7, eland  and  Namur  :  Marquelfe  of  the 
holy  empire ;  lady  of  Fry/e,  of  Sdlins,  and  of  Mechlin .  Keen- 
yell,  &c. 
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fault  with  his  Fnglifb ,  and  ordering  him  to  cor- 
red:  ir,  &c.  fee  ms  to  fhew,  that  the  Place  he 
had  in  her  Grace’s  Family  was  no  mean  or  or¬ 
dinary  one. 

An. Dom,  It  was  now  about  e  eighteen  Years  fince  the 
’-b0'  curious  Art  oi  Printing  was  firfl  brought  to  Per¬ 
fection,  and  pradtifed  at  Mentz  in  Germany ,  and 
yet  lefs  fince  Printers  of  Books  were  multiplied, 
An. Dom  not  only  in  Mentz ,  but  throughout  the  World, 
I46o‘  as  we  are  informed  by  Mr.  Caxton,  who  was 
then  abroad  in  the  very  Country,  and  particu¬ 
larly  curious  to  know,  and  inquifitive  after 
this  new  Invention.  It  feems  to  have  been 


with  a  View  to  Mr.  Caxton  s  learning  this  Art, 
and  introducing  it  into  her  own  Country,  that 
aimoft  immediately  on  his  being  admitted  into 
All.  Dom.  her  Service,  the  Dutchefs  ordered  him  to  tran- 
*46S'  flate  out  of  French  into  Englijh,  a  French  Book 
drawn  out  of  diverfe  Latin  Books,  and  called, 
f  The  Recuyell ,  or  Colledion,  of  the  Hijiorics  of 
Troye,  by  Raoul  le  Feu  re,  chaplain  to  Philip 
due  of  Bourgogne,  and  newly  publifhed,  1464. 
For  this  Undertaking,  Mr.  Caxton  tells  us,  he 
thought  himfelf  fo  unqualified  on  account  of  his 


e  In  which  feafon,  35  Hen.  VI,  the  crafte  of  pryntynge  was  fyrfte 
invented  in  the  cytie  of  Mens  in  Germanie,  to  the  great  furtheraunce 
of  all  perfons  defyryng  knowledge  or  thirfting  for  literature.  See 
Mr.  FoxL  Adis  and  Monument s,  Sec. 

Coll.  Les  perftmnes  defmtereftes  eiliment  que  Strasbourg h  eft  le  verita- 

Np.  II.  hie  lieu  de  fa  naiftance,  et  en  hxent  l’epoque  a  1440. - -V opinion 

la  plus  probable  eft,  que  Guttemberg  a  concu  dans  Strasbourg h  les 
premieres  idees  de  rimprimerie  ;  que  ne  pouvant  pas  feul  parache- 
ver  l’ouvrage,  il  fut  a  Mayence,  ou  il  aftocia  Faufie,  et  ou  ils  com- 
mencerent  les  premieres  impreftions  par  un  Bible  en  1450,  et  par¬ 
ies  Offices  de  Ciceron.  Richelet  Difiionaire,  Sc c.  V.  Imprimerie. 

1  The  Reafon  of  the  Dutchefs’ s  pitching  on  this  Book,  feems  to 
have  been  the  Fondnefs  of  the  Englijh  about  this  Time  of  deriving  \ 
their  Defcent  .from  the  Trojans , 
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mperfitnefs  in  both  Languages,  Englifh  and 
French ,  he  having  never  been  in  France ,  and 
lived  out  of  England  near  thirty  Years,  that  he 
was  fully  in  wyll  to  have  lejte  it ,  and  according- 
ly  laid  it  ajide  for  two  Tears  after  he  had  begun 
it,  or  till  1470,  when  it  fortuned  bis  ryght  re-  An.  Dom; 
doubtid  Lady  fent  for  him,  to  enquire,  it  feems,  H/0- 
what  Proprefe  he  had  made  in  this  Translation  : 

And  when  (he  had  feen,  or  read,  five  or  fix 

*  quires  of  it,  i hefounde  a  defaute  in  his  englifh  ;  *  haves. 
but  was  fo  far  from  ordering  him  to  defiSt,  that 

fhe  commanded  him  to  amande ,  and  make  an 
end  of  the  refidue  ;  whofe  Command,  Mr.  Cax¬ 
ton  fa  id,  he  durfit  not  difobey  :  Accordingly  he 
proceeded  in  his  Translation,  which,  he  tells 
us,  he  ‘  begun  in  Brugis,  the  firft  of  Marche, 

*  in  the  Yere  1468,  continued  in  Gaunt ,  and 

‘  finished  in  Colen,  the  19th  of  September  1471/  An.  Dom,’ 
Having  thus  finished  the  Translation  of  this  ’471- 
Book,  he  next,  he  fays,  *  deliberated  in  him f elf 

*  to  take  the  laboure  in  hand  of  printing  it,  to- 
‘  gether  with  the  8  third  book  of  the  deftru- 

*  dlion  of  Troye,  translated  of  late  by  John  Lyd- 

*  gate  a  Monke  of  Burye  in  Englifh  rithme.’ 

Of  this  Mr.  Caxton  gives  us  the  following  Ac¬ 
count,  full  of  Complaints  of  the  Painfulnefs  of 
it  to  him.  ‘  Thus,  fays  he,  end  I  this  booke- — — 

*  and  for  as  moche  as  in  wrytynge  of  the  fame 

*  my  penne  is  worne,  myne  hand  wery,  and 

*  myn  *  eyen  dimmed  with  overmoch  lokyng*^«. 

*  on  the  whit  paper- — and  that  h  age  crepeth 

8  The  Hiftory,  Siege  and  Deftruttion  of  Troy,  at  Commandement 
of  King  Henry  the  firft,  141 2.  in  Englijh  Metre  or  Verfe.  Thomas 
Spegbt's  Catalogue  of  'John  Lydgate's  Works. 

*'  By  this  it  feems  as  if  Mr.  Caxton  was  now  about  60  Years  old. 
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*  on  me  daily  and  feebleth  all  the  body.- — - 
‘  and  alfo  becaufe  I  have  pramefed  to  dyverce 
5  gentilmen ,  and  to  myfrendes  to  addrejffe  to  *  hem 
‘  as  hajlely  as  I  might  this  laid  book ,  therefore  1 

*  have  praSlifed  and  learned ,  at  my  great  charge 

*  and  difpenfe ,  to  ordeyne  this  f aid  booke  in  prynte 
‘  after  the  maner  and  forme  as  ye  may  here  fee, 

*  and  is  not  wreton  with  penne  and  ynke  as  other 

*  bokes  ben ,  to  the  end  that  every  man  may  have 
‘  them  attones ,  Jor  all  the  bokes  of  this  florye  na~ 

‘  med  THE  RECU YELL  OF  THE  HISTORYE  OF 

‘  YRO  YE,  thus  emprinted  as  ye  here  fee,  were 

*  begonne  in  oon  day,  and  alfo  jinifed  in  oon  day l 
Thus,  it  is  obferved  of  Faitf  and  Schaffer,  the 
very  firft  Pradticers  of  this  Art  of  Printing, 
That  they  ufed  to  advertife  the  Publick  at  the 
End  of  their  firft  Works  from  Mentz,  that  they 
were  non  atramento,  plumali  canna  neque  area, 
not  drawn  or  written  with  a  Pen  and  Ink,  as 
all  Books  had  been  before,  but  made  by  a  new 
Art  or  Invention  of  Printing,  or  ftamping  them 
by  Characters  or  Types  of  Metal  fet  in  Forms ; 
by  which  Means  the  feveral  Sheets  were  done 
all  at  once,  and  not  Line  by  Line,  as  when  they 
are  written.  When  the  Book  was  fin  idled, 
Mr.  Caxton  tells  us,  he  prelented  it  to  his  re¬ 
doubted  Lady  Margaret ,  who  well  accepted 
the  book,  and  largely  rewarded  him.  This 
feems  to  imply,  that  he  was  abroad  fome  Time 
after  he  had  finidied  this  Book,  or  made  an  end 
of  printing  it ;  fince  he  went  from  Cologn  to 
Bruges,  and  very  probably  ftaid  fome  Time  in 
the  DutcheiTes  Family,  as  the  Winter  was  then 
approaching. 

By  the  following  Rhymes  at  the  End  of  an 
fnglifi  Edition  of  Bartholomew  de  proprietati- 

>  bus. 
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bus,  printed  by  De  Worde ,  at  the  Prayer  and 
Defire  of  Roger  Thorney,  Mercer,  it  is  affirmed. 
That  Mr.  Caxton  ftaid  long  enough  at  Cologn  to 
print  there  that  Book  in  Latin,  the  Language 
wherein  it  was  written  by  the  Author. 

And  alfo  of  your  charite  bear  in  remembraunce 
The  Joule  of 'William  Caxton  fir J  printer  of  this  boke 
In  laten  tongue  at  Coloyn  himjelfto  advaunce 
That  every  wel  dijpofyd  man  may  theron  lake. 

But  in  another  Englijh  Edition  of  this  Book,  by 
Dr.  Stephen  Bateman,  it  is  thus  noted  j  ‘  That 

*  Bartholomew  Glanville  (defcended  of  the  noble 

<  Familie  of  the  Earls  of  Suffolk,  and  a  Franc  iff 

*  can  Frier)  wrote  this  worke  in  Edward  III 

*  time,  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  1360  :  that 

<  in  the  year  1397  was  this  work  tranflated  into 
«  Englijh,  and  fo  remained  by  written  copy  un- 
«  u\  A.  D.  1471,  at  which  time  1  Printing  be- 

*  gan  firfi  in  England!  By  this  it  ffiould  feem 
as  if  the  Englijh  Tranflation  of  this  Book  was 
firil  printed  in  1471;  but  its  having  a  Latin 
Title  might,  pofiibly,  deceive  De  Worde,  and 
make  him  think  it  was  printed  in  Latin.  How¬ 
ever  this  be,  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  Edi¬ 
tion  of  it  printed  by  Caxton ,  or  any  one  elfe, 
either  in  Latin  or  Englifh  this  Year,  is  now  in 
being.  We  have  an  Account  of  an  Edition  ot 
it  in  k  Latin,  printed  at  Cologne  the  Year  before, 

*  This  is  the  current  Tradition  of  our  Englifh  Chroniclers.  Thus 

the  Summary  of  them,  p.  376.' - William  Caxton  of  London ,  a 

Mercer,  brought  Printing  into  England  1471,  and  firil  pra&yfed 
the  fame  in  the  Abbv  of  Saynt  Peter  s  at  Wejiminjler . 

K  In  the  Library  of  Bennet  College  in  Cambridge,  is  an  Edition 
of  this  Book  in  Latin ,  in  a  large  Folio.  It  is  an  exceeding  fair 
Book  ;  the  Types  are  very  ancient,  but  well  cut  ;  and  it  is  printed 
without  any  Signatures,  Date,  or  Name  of  the  Place  or  Printer. 
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v*z-  J47°-  by  Koelholf,  and  of  another,  by 
the  fame  Printer,  1481.  And  as  the  former  of 
thefe  Editions  might  be  whilft  Mr.  Caxton  was 
at  Cologn,  learning  and  pradtifing  the  Art  of 
Priming,  he  might,  poffibly,  be  a  Aiding  ta 
Koelholf  in  printing  this  Book,  or  in  the  Ex¬ 
pence  of  it,  and  fo  be  remembered  by  De  Words 
as  the  Printer. 

Before  the  taking  of  the  City  of  Mentz , 
A.  D.  1462,  fome  of  Faujl’s  Servants  had  left 
him,  and  fettled  themfelves  at  Cologn ,  which  is 
Palmer’;  but  a  little  way  from  Mentz.  But  notwith- 
tJiji.  or.  danding,  it  feems  this  City  did  not  abound  with 
any  great  and  celebrated  Printers  till  about 
A.  D.  1500,  near  thirty  Years  after  Mr.  Caxton’s 
learning  and  pradtifing  the  Art  here.  This,  per¬ 
haps,  may  account,  in  fome  Meafure,  for  the 
Rudenefs  of  Mr.  Caxton’s  Aril  printed  Books :  It 
being  obferved  of  this  Book  of  his,  The  Re- 
cuyell ,  &c.  which  he  printed  at  Cologn ,  that 
Dr.  Mid- ‘  it  has  all  the  common  Marks  of  earlier  Anti- 

tfjfrL  ‘Wl’  that  ‘  the  Letter  is  ™de,  the  Lan- 
tion,&c.  ‘  guage  incorredt,  and  that  there  is  a  greater 
‘  Mixture  of  French  Words  in  it  than  in  his  later 
*  Pieces  done  after  his  return  to  England ;  and, 

‘  that  this  is  one  Proof  of  this  being  the  firft 
‘  Book  that  Mr.  Caxton  printed,  though  not  the 
‘  firft  he  printed  in  England.’ 

Whilft  Mr.  Caxton  redded  at  Cologn ,  it’s  not 
unlikely  that  he  became  acquainted  with  Wyn- 
kyn  De  Words ,  Theodor ic  Rood ,  a  Native  of  the 
Place,  and  Thomas  Hunte ,  bis  own  Country¬ 
man,  who  were  all  Printers.  The  firft  of  thefe 
feems  to  have  come  over  with  Mr.  Caxton  to  af- 
fift  him  in  the  Practice  of  Printing,  and  conti¬ 
nued  with  him  to  the  Time  of  his  Death.  The 
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other  two  were  not  long  after  him,  and  fet  up 
a  Prefs  at  Oxford ,  where  they  printed  in  Latin, 
as  will  be  (hewn  by  and  by. 

At  what  Time  Mr.  Caxton  left  Cologn  or 
Bruges , '  to  return  to  England  and  fet  up  the 
Trade  or  Craft  of  Printing  there,  is  uncertain. 
Toward  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  1468,  the 
Earl  of  Warwick,  on  fome  Difguft  taken  by 
him,  formed  a  powerful  Confpiracy  to  de¬ 
throne  King  Edward,  and  reftore  the  late  King 
Henry  to  the  Throne  ;  and  accordingly  he  took 
up  Arms,  in  which  he  was  fo  fuccefsful,  as  to 
force  King  Edward  to  leave  the  Kingdom,  and 
fly  for  Refuge  into  Flanders ,  to  his  Brother  in 
Law  the  Duke  cf  Burgundy.  But  the  King  be¬ 
ing  fupplied  by  him  with  Forces,  and  obtaining 
this  Year,  1471,  a  compleat  Victory  over  the 
Earl,  who  loft  his  Life  in  the  Battle  ;  the  Con- 
fequence  of  this  was,  the  violent  Death  of  King 
Henry,  and  of  the  Prince  his  Son,  by  which 
Means  King  Edward  was  again  fettled  on  the 
Throne,  and  the  Kingdom  reftored  to  its  full 
Peace  and  Tranquility  :  Of  this  Mr.  Caxton 
took  Notice  in  his  Epilogue  to  a  Book  which 
he  printed  nine  Years  after,  called  thy  mage  or  An.  Dom. 
myrror  of  the  world  ;  in  which  he  be  fought  Al-  14804 
mighty  God  to  be  the  Hinge's  proteSlour  and  de~ 
fendour  agayn  alle  his  enemyes ,  and  gyve  Him 
grace  to  J'ubdue  them ,  and  in  efpeciall  them  that 
had  late  enterpryfed,  agayn  right  and  refon,  to 
make  war  re  within  His  royamme.  This  was  a 
Providence  very  favourable  to  Mr.  Caxton,  who 
feems  to  have  been  defirous  of  an  Opportunity 
of  pradtifing,  in  his  own  Country,  the  Art  of 
Printing,  which  he  had  newly  learned  at  Cologn 
at  fo  great  an  Expence,  lie  was  not  unknown. 

to 
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to  the  King,  having  been  employed  by  him  in 
executing  a  very  honourable  Commiffion  to  the 
late  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  and  was  in  great  Fa¬ 
vour  with  his  Miftrefs,  the  King’s  Sifter,  who, 
very  probably,  recommended  him  to  her  Bro¬ 
ther.  Accordingly,  in  the  Epilogue  above-men¬ 
tioned,  he  very  gratefully  acknowledged,  that 
he  aSled  under  the  Jhadowe  of  the  King’s  noble 
Protection.  In  the  middle  of  September ,  1471, 
he  was  at  Cologn  ;  from  whence  he  went,  fome 
Time  after,  to  the  Dutchefles  Court,  to  prefent 
her  with  his  printed  Book.  If  he  printed  at 
Cologn  Bartholomeus  de  Proprietatibus,  &c.  he 
muft  have  returned  thither  again,  and  continu¬ 
ed  there  a  great  Part  of,  if  not  all,  the  next 
Year,  1472.  However  this  be,  it’s  certain  it 
muft  require  fome  Time  for  him  to  come  over 
from  Cologn  into  England,  and  fettle  himfelf  here, 
and  provide  all  the  neceftary  Materials  for  a 
Printing-houfe.  So  that,  fuppofing  he  came 
from  Cologn  or  Flanders ,  fometime  in  the  Years 
1472  or  3,  we  cannot  well  imagine  him  to  be 
at  work  any  where  in  England  much  before  the 
latter  end  of  1473,  or  beginning  of  1474  ;  or 
however,  not  to  finifh  any  Book  of  Confe- 
quence  till  this  Iaft  mentioned  Year.  It  has 
been  obferved,  indeed,  That  Mr.  Caxton  was  at 
work  feveral  Years  without  telling  us  ’where 
and  when  he  printed  the  feveral  Books  he  was 
at  work  upon  ;  fince  the  fir  ft  Book  we  have  of 
his ,  which  has  any  Date  to  it,  is  faid  to  be 
orinted  at  'Wefminfer  fix  Years  after  1471. 
But  Mr.  Caxton  himfelf  tells  us,  That  the  book 
or  game  of  Chefs,  was  printed,  or  finilhed,  the 
Jaft  Day  of  March,  1474  ;  though  he  does  not 
name  the  Place.  Elfewhere  he  intimates  this 

to 
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to  have  been  the  fecond  Book  of  his  Priming, 
in  the  following  Recital  of  his  printed  Works, 
if  it  might  be  depended  on  as  exaCt  and  pun¬ 
ctual  in  the  order  of  Time  in  which  he  print¬ 
ed  them.  *  Whan,  fays  he,  I  had  accomplijhid Legend 
4  dyvers  werks  and  hyjloryes  tranjlated  out  of  'fore, 

*  Frenfhe  into  englifhe,  at  the  requefie  of  cer~  14851 
4  tayne  iordes,  ladyes  and  gentylmen,  as  the  fe- 
4  cuyel  of  thiftoryes  of  'Troye  ;  the  booke  of 
4  Chefle ;  thiftory  of  JaJ'on ;  thiftorye  of  the 
4  mirroure  of  the  worlde  ;  the  xv  bookes  of 
4  Metamorphofes  in  which  ben  conteyned  the 
4  fables  of  Ovyd  ;  and  thiftorye  of  godejroye  of 
4  boloyne  in  the  conquefte  of  J 'erufalem.'  — . 

But  in  this  Recital  are  no  fewer  than  fix  Books 
of  Caxton' s  printing  unmentioned,  which  were 
all  printed  before  the  thiftorye  of  godejroye  of 
boloyne .  Even  the  Dikies  oj  the  Pbilojophers  is 
omitted.  Becaufe  there  is  no  Name  of  any 
Place  where  this  book  of  Chejfe  was  printed,  it 
has  been  doubted,  whether  or  no  it  was  printed 
in  England.  But,  in  the  Dedication  of  it  to 
the  Due  of  Clarence ,  Mr.  Caxton  tells  him, 
that  he  had  made  this  Book  in  the  name  and 
under  the  fhadow  of  his  noble  Protection  ;  which 
fee  ms  very  ftrongiy  to  imply,  that  he  was  then 
in  England  •,  ft  nee,  how  could  he  be  under  his 
Protection  out  of  it  ?  Beftdes,  if  it  was  not 
printed  here,  it  mu  ft  have  been  printed  at  Co- 
logn ,  or  fomewhere  abroad  ;  and  it  is  not  very 
probable,  that  Mr.  Caxton ,  who  tells  us.  That 
in  147 1,  he  had  Leifure  at  Co  logn,  fhould  be 
there  fix  Years  without  doing  anyThing  beftdes 
tranilating  and  printing  this  Book  and  the  Re- 
cuyel ,  beforementioned  :  Wnereas  this  is  eafiiy 
accounted  for,  if  we  iuppoie  him,  during  this 
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Time,  to  be  removing  into  England ,  and  fet- 
ting  up  a  printing  Preis  there.  I  am  therefore 
inclinable  to  be  of  Mr.  Bagford’s  Opinion,  hat 
this  was  the  firft  Book  printed  by  Mr.  Caxton,, 
after  his  Return  to  England  in  1472  or  3.  To 
keep  up  the  Memory  of  this,  IVIr.  Caxton  fee  ms 
to  have  made  Ufe  of  the  Cypher  of1  74>  to  fix 
at  the  End  of  the  Books  which  he  printed, 
which  we  are  lure  he  ufed  as  early  as  14S0,  if 
not  before.  However  this  be,  we  have  no 
Books  of  his  printed  with  any  Date  after  this 
till  1477.’  It  is  not  improbable,  that  during 
this  .Time,  he  printed  fome  of  his  undated 
Books,  as  the  CoIIeftion  of  Chaucers  and  Lyd- 
gate’s  Poems ;  Chaucers  Tranflation  of  Boetius 
de  confolatione  Philojbpbiee ,  &c.  which  have  all 
the  Signs  of  their  being  fome  of  his  firft,  or 
mo  ft  early  Performances. 

An.  Dom.  Be  this  as  it  will,  it  is  however  certain,  that 
H77-  jn  147'?,  Mr.  Caxton  printed  at  JVeftminfler  ; 
ft  nee  in  that  Year  was  printed  there  his  Book 
called  (he  d idles  or  fay engis  of  the  Philofophers. 
But  as  it  is  not  faid,  that  it  was  printed  in  the 
.. jflbby ,  it  has  been  doubted  whether  Mr.  Caxton 
printed  there  or  in  the  Town  of  Wejlminfler , 
at  his- fir  ft  coming  into  England.  The  firft  Book 
•which  we  have  of  his,  that  is  exprefly  faid  to 
be  printed  in  the  Abby ,  is  that  called  The  Cro- 
nycles  of  Engiond,  1480.  But  it’s  very  well 
known,  that  the  firft  Printers  often  omitted 
putting  the  Name  of  the  Place,  as  well  as  the 
Dare,  to  their  Books ;  which  is  one  Reafoa 
whv  their  Hiftory  is  fo  obfeure  and  intricate. 
In  the  Catalogue  of  the  Books  printed  by  Mr. 

1  Qua  fjgura  cum  puto  fuse  typographic  epccham  74  id  eft  annum 
? 4.74  indicaffe.  AnnaUs  Tyfogra,  YohJL 
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Caxton ,  which  I  have  been  able  to  make,  there 
will  be  found,  if  I  have  not  mifreckon  d,  but 
fx  {, aid  to  be  printed  at  W ft  min  ft  er ;  one  by 
W.  Caxton  of  Wefminfer ;  one  tranflated  at 
W eft  min  ft  er  j  one  by  W.  Caxton  dwelling  in 
Weftminfter  befides  London  ;  two  enprynted  in 
thabbaye  of  Weftminfter ,  and  in  thabbaye  of 
Weftminfter  by  London  ;  and  two  tranflated  in 
thabbaye  of  Weftminfter  :  the  remaining  Books 
have  no  Name  of  any  Place.  What  are  we 
now  to  conclude  from  hence  ?  that  Mr.  Caxton 
printed  no  more  than  fix  of  his  Books  at  Weft- 
minjter ,  and  but  three  in  the  Abby  there  ?  Not- 
withftanding  then  it  is  not  faid,  in  fo  many 
plain  and  exprefs  Words,  that  Mr.  Caxton 
printed  at  Weftminfter  1474,  or  before  the 
Year  1477,  or  in  the  Abby  there,  till  1480, 
it  appears  very  probable,  that  the  jfirft,  if  not 
the  laft  Place,  where  he  printed  here  in  Eng¬ 
land,  was  the  Abby  of  Weftminfter  ;  except, 
perhaps,  his  own  Houle,  in  the  laic  Year  or  two 
of  his  Life. 

At  this  Time,  1474,  the  learned  Dr.  f ho¬ 
mes  m  Milling  was  Abbat  of  this  wealthy  Houle 

of 

m  It’s  generally  laid.  That  it  was  Abbat  ^John  IJtip ,  who  was 
Mr.  Caxton' s  Patron.  Hearn  tells  us,  without  any  Authority, 
That  this  Abbat  had  known  Caxton  before,  and  employed  him  to 
tranferibe  and  tranllate  feveral  old  Pieces  for  his  Ufe.  But  it  is 
pretty  certain,  that  Ijlip  was  not  Abbat  here  till  after  C ax  ton's 
Death,  viz.  1498.  Our  Writers,  indeed,  are  in  great  Confu- 
lion  about  the  Succeffion  of  thefe  three  Abbats,  viz.  Thomas  Mil - 
ling,  John  EJlney ,  and  John  Ijlip .  But  it's  very  fare,  that  Mil¬ 
ling  was  Abbat  1470,  and  made  Bifhop  of  Hereford  1474,  when 
he  feems  to  have  held  this  Abby  in  Commendam  ;  that  he  was  fuc- 
^eeded  by  Eflney ;  who,  according  to  the  Infcription  on  his  Tomb- 
itone,  died  *49*8,  and  was  then  fucceeded  by  John  If  ip.  The 
Copy  of  the  Infcription,  as  preferved  by  Mr.  Cambden ,  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  i  Hie  jaeet  do  min  ns  Johannes  Efney  quondam  Hi  has  hujus  loci 
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of  Religion.  Our  famous  Antiquarian,  John 
De/critt'  ^~><'lflndt  gives  this  Character  of  him;  that 
Britan. °r'  *  there  were,  in  his  Time,  thofe  who  thought 
‘  him  an  elegant  Writer  for  the  Time  in  which 
‘  he  lived  ;  that,  however,  if  what  was  related 
‘  of  him  was  true,  he  had,  what  was  then  com- 
‘  mon  to  but  few  Monks,  the  Knowledge  of 
e  the  Greek  Tongue/  It  is  not  at  all  improba¬ 
ble,  that  when  Mr*  Caxton  had  made  himfelf 
known  here  in  England  by  his  printing  The  Re- 
cuyel ,  See.  he  fliould  be  invited  by  one  of  this 
Character,  who  was  himfelf  a  Man  of  Letters, 
and  a  great  Lover  of  Learning,  to  exercife  his 
Art  in  his  Abby.  Or,  perhaps,  this,  as  a  con¬ 
venient  Place  for  him  to  print  in,  may  have 
been  procured  by  fome  of  thofe  many  Gentle- 
men  and  F  riends  of  Mr.  Caxton ,  whom  he  men¬ 
tions  as  expedting  his  fulfilling  his  Promife  to 
them  of  his  Tranflation  of  The  Recuyel  in  print. 
However  this  be,  it’s  faid  he  had  the  Ambry, 
or  Almonry,  which  was  commonly  at  the  En¬ 
trance  of  the  Abby ,  affigned  to  him  by  the 
Abbat  for  a  Printing-houfe  ;  and,  that  from 
hence  the  Printing- room  is,  to  this  Day,  called 
a  Chapel. 

An.  Dom.  The  Game  of  the  Chefs ,  which,  I  fuppofe,  was 

M74-  the  firft  Book  printed  by  Mr.  Caxton  in  England , 
was  dedicated  Dy  him,  To  the  right  noble ,  right 
excellent ,  and  virtuous  prince  George  Due  of 
Clarence,  eric  of  Warwic  and  of  Salisbury, 
great  Chamberlain  of  Englond,  and  Lieutenant 

obi  it  240  die  menjis  Mail  anno  dom.  Mcccclxxxxviii.  Cujttt 
anime  propicictur  dais.  Amen.  Exultabo  in  Deo  Jefu  meo.  Amen 

Reges,  Regina;,  b'c.  in  Ecdefia  Coll.  B.  Petri  Weitmo.  fepulti,  4/ 

1606.  r  T 

of 
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of  Irelond,  oldeft  Brother  of  King  Edward  IV. 

This  Duke  was  fecond  Brother  to  King  Edward, 
and  had,  by  him,  been  promoted  to  the  great 
and  honourable  Places  above-mentioned.  But 
this,  it  Teems,  did  not  hinder  his  joining  with 
the  Earl  of  Warwick  in  the  unnatural  Defign  of 
dethroning  the  King  his  Brother,  and  there¬ 
fore  he  forfeited  them  :  But  repenting  of  his 
Treafon  and  Rebellion,  and  his  Repentance  and 
Return  to  his  Duty  proving  the  King’s  Prefer- 
vation,  he  was  pardoned,  and  reftored  to  his 
Places.  This  was  in  1472.  However,  this 
Behaviour  of  the  Duke’s  very  ftrongly  preju¬ 
diced  the  King  againft  him.  Of  this  the  Duke’s 
Enemies,  and  particularly  his  younger  Bro¬ 
ther,  the  Duke  of  GlouceJier,  who  wanted  to 
get  rid  of  him,  that  he  might  come  to  the 
Crown,  as  he  afterwards  did,  by  the  Name  of 
Richard  III,  made  their  Advantage  •,  fo  that  he 
was  impeached  in  Parliament,  and  had  Articles 
of  High  Treaion  exhibited  againft  him ;  of 
which,  being  negleded  by  the  King  his  Bro¬ 
ther,  he  was  found  guilty ;  and,  at  his  own 
Defire,  to  avoid  appearing  publickly  on  a  Scaf¬ 
fold,  was  fuffocated  within  the  Tower,  in  a 
Butt  of  MalmeJ’ey  Wine,  Anno  1478.  In  this 
Dedication  Mr.  Caxton  tells  the  Duke,  That 

*  he  had  put  himfelfe  in  devoyr  to  tranfiate  a 

*  Ihyll  book  late  comen  into  his  handes  out  of 
‘  frenfhe  into  englifhe,  in  which  he  founds? 

‘  thaudorites,  dides  and  dories  of  auncient  do- 
‘  ftoures,  philofophers,  poetes,  and  of  other 
?  wyfe-men  which  ben  recounted  and  applied 
c  Onto  the  moraiitie  of  the  publique  Wele,  as 
”  well  of  the  Nobles  as  of  the  comyn  peple,  after. 

Q  3  ‘ 
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*  the  n  game  and  plays  of  the  Cheft'e,- — —and, 
‘  that  for  more  clerely  to  precede  in  this  fayd 
‘  boke,  he  had  ordyned,  that  the  chapiters  been 
4  fette  in  the  begynnynge,  to  thende,  that  the 
4  readers  might  fee  more  plainly  the  matter 
4  wherof  the  book  treated.’  Xo  which  he  ad¬ 
ded,  That  4  the  Book  was  fynyfhid  of  the  laft 
4  day  of  Marche  the  yer  of  our  Lord  God  a 
4  thoufand  foure  honderd  and  LXXiiii.’ 

The  thirds  book  mentioned  by  Mr.  Caxton  as 
tranflated  out  of  Frenjhe  into  Englijh  and  print¬ 
ed  by  him,  is  thifiorye  of  0  Jaion.  It  has  no 
Date  ;  but  if  the  Obfervation  be  well  grounded, 
that  the  ancient  Printers  ufed  to  print  fecond 
Editions  of  their  Books  not  till  about  ten  or 
twelve  Years  after  the  firft,  probably  this  Book, 
of  which  there  was  a  fecond  Edition  in  1492, 
might  be  firft  printed  about  the  Year  1475 
or  6. 

However  this  be,  in  1477,  Mr.  Caxton  print- 
An.Dom.ed  a  Book  entitled,  The  diSfes  or  fay engis  of  Phi - 
I477*  lofophers  and  of  Socrates,  at  Weftminfter.  This 
is  one  of  the  Books  omitted  by  Mr.  Caxton ,  in 
his  Recital  of  his  more  early  or  firft  Perform- 
Annals  ances.  It  was  tranflated  out  of  Latin  into 
fypogra,  jp rencfj  by  William  de  Tignonville,  or  Thignon- 
' mile  who  entitled  it,  Les  diets  rnoraux  des  Phi- 
lofophes ,  les  didh  des  J’ages ,  et  les  J’ecrets  de  Ari- 

11  The  Author  of  this  Book  was  Jacobus  de  Thejfalonia ,  who  ern 
titled  it  De  ludo  Scaccorum. 

^  See  Thefauri  Lingua  Latinte  compendiarii  pars  extrema,  no- 
mina  propria  tradens  et  explicans,  by  Robert  Ainf<wortb ,  V.  J a - 
fan.  1736.  The  Hiltory  of  the  Knight  Jafon ,  by  Gerard  de  Leew, 
hoi.  Andenjoarp ,  1480.  The  fame  Printer  emprynted  The  Crony- 
cles  of  the  Reame  of  Englond  with  their  apperteignaunces.  An- 
rales  Typography 
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flote.  He  was  Provoft  of  the  Univerfity  of  Pa¬ 
ris,  1408.  Mr.  Caxton  calls  him  John  de  ‘ Leon - 
ville,  and  tells  us,  It  was  tranflated  from  the 
French  into  Englifh  by  the  noble  and  puiflanc 
lord  Antoine  Wy dewill ,  and  by  that  lorde  gi-  ■Mthonjt. 
ven  to  him  to  print.  He  was  Sir  Anthony 
Wideville,  or  Wydewvll,  the  Son  of  p  Sir  Ri- 
chard  Wideville,  the  firft  Earl  Rivers,  and 
Brother  to  King  Edward's  Queen.  Mr.  Cax¬ 
ton  ftiled  him,  ‘  erle  Rivers,  lorde  Scales,  and 

*  of  the  lile  of  Wight  defendour  and  dire- 
‘  dtour  of  the  Siege  Apoitolique  for  our  holy 
‘  Fader  the  Pope  in  the  Royaume  of  England, 

‘  Uncle  land  Governour  to  my  Lord  Prince  of 

*  Wales.'  After  King  Edward's  Death,  by  the 
Wiles  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler ,  he  was  fcized 
as  he  was  conducting  the  young  King,  his  Pu¬ 
pil,  to  London,  and  committed  Prifoner,  with 
other  Lords  in  the  King’s  Intereft,  to  the  Cattle 
of  PontejraSl,  where  lie  was  beheaded  by  his 
Order,  A.  D  1483.  In  the  Library  of  Lam-  Colt  j. 
hith,  is  a  Manufcript  of  this  Book,  written 
in  fuch  a  fine  Roman  printed  Letter,  that  '  1‘ 
it  equals  any  print  of  the  later  Ages.  At  the 


p  Sir  Richard  Wydewyli \  or  Wydcvylle,  the  firft  Earl  of  Rivers^ 
was  beheaded  by  the  Northampton  Mutineers,  A.  D.  1469*  In 
King  Edward' s  Proclamation  for  making  Knights  of  the  Bath , 
dated  1  8  April,  15  Edward  IV.  or  1475,  the  Name  is  fpelt  IV i~ 
devil ;  fome  of  our  Writers  have  changed  it  to  Woodville .  In  the 
following  Memorandum  of  William  de  Wyrcejlres ,  it’s  fpelt  14  id- 
wele  ;  ‘  Cito  pok  didlum  Fellum  Nativitatis  Domini  1459,  Johan - 
‘  nes  Denham  cum  aliis  de  Calejia  fecrete  intravit  Sandwycum  ac 
ibidem  cepit  dominum  de  Reverys  et  Antonium  Widwele  (ilium 
‘  ejus  cum  multis  magnis  navibus,  et  adduxit  Calif, re  Comitihus 
4  Mar  chi  ce  et  Warrenici  et  Sarztm  Calfee  exifientibusf  Sir  Tko~ 
mas  More  gave  the  following  Character  of  him  in  his  Life  of  King 
Richard  111.  Moderator  Bueritice  datus  eft  Antonius  Vodevilus,  cog-' 
nomento  Pviverus,  regin cv  f rater ,  vir  baud  facile  d fcern, as  manune 
a:R  conftlio  prompt ior  >  '*  f 

c  4  End 
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End  of  it  are  thefe  Words :  Thus  endeth  this 
oookc^  of  the  diSles  and  notable  jayengs  of  the  Phy- 
lo(ophers  late  tranjlated ,  &c.  which  was  fynifshed 
the  iSth  day  of  the  moneth  oj  November  and 
(An.  Dom.  feventeenth^r*  of  the  regne  of  Kyng  Edward 
'4 77*  the  fourth,  &c.  To  it  is  prefix’d  a  moft  beauti- 
ful  Paint  ing,  reprefen  ting  King  Edward,  his 
Queen,  the  Duke  of  Clarence  and  his  Children, 
and  the  Earl  in  his  Surcoat  of  Arms,  prefent- 
ing  the  Book. 

1 7  Edw.  t  ^le  ^atter  fame  Year,  viz.  Fe- 

IV.  ’  i>ruary,  Mr.  Caxton  printed  a  Book,  called  The 

Moral  Proverbs  of  Chryftine  of  Pyfe.  This  is 

Ouduin  de  ^  Tngli/h  Tranflation  of  a  Book  written  in 
Script.  French ,  with  this  1  itle  ■,  Les  proverbes  moraux 

Tom.  HI.  et  le  livre  de  prudence  par  Chriftine  de  Pifan 
Col,^o.fUc  de  M  Thomas  de  Pifan,  autrement  dit  de 
Cologne.  This  learned  Lady  was  an  Italian , 
Loin  at  Pija ,  and  iti led  her  lelf  a  woman  yta- 
hen.  But,  her  father  removing  to  Pologne  in 
France,  die  wrote  her  Books  in  the  Language 

ot  that  Country  and  flourifhed  about  the  Year 

1400. 

At  the  End  of  this  Book,  which  is  but  two 
Sheets  in  Folio,  are  thefe  Rhymes,  after  Explicit. 

Of  thefe  fayynges  Criftyne  was  auSleureffe 
W  hi  c  he  m  m  a  kyng  baddt  fuche  Intelligence 
That  t  her  of  {he  was  mireur  and  maijlrefje 
liite  werkes  t cjl ifie  thexperience 

in  f  renlh  language  was  written  this  [entente 
And  thus  Engl  idled  dooth  hit  rehers  J 
Aatoin  Wideuylle  therl  Riuers. 


Go 
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Go  thou  litil q  quayer ,  and  recommaund  ms 
Unto  the  good  grace  of  my  fpecial  lorde 
<Tberle  Ryueris,  for  I  have  enprynted  the 
At  his  commandement following  eury  words 
His  copye,  as  his  Secretary  can  recorde 
At  Weftmeftre,  of  Feuerer  the  xx  days 
And  of  kyng  Edward  the  xvii  yere  vraye. 

Enprinted  by  Caxton 
In  feuerer  the  colde feafon. 

In  1478,  the  39th  of  Edward  IV.  Mr.  Cax-M 
ton  printed,  in  Quarto,  or  a  fmali  Folio,  a  1 
Book  entitled,  Memorare  noviftima,  which  ‘  en- 

*  treated  of  the  four  laffc  thinges ;  the  firft  of 

*  death  ;  the  fecond  of  the  lafte  judgment ;  the 

*  third  of  the  paines  of  Hell  5  and  the  fourth  of 
‘  the  joyes  of  Heaven.’  This  Book,  Mr.  Cax¬ 
ton  tells  us,  was  like  wife  tranflated  out  of 
French  by  the  abovefaid  Sir  Anthony  Wydeville. 

It  feems  as  if,  about  this  Time,  Mr.  Caxton 
buried  his  aged  Father,  who  lived  with  him  at 
Weft minf ter.  In  *  thaccompte  of  the  Wardens 

q  Cayer,  or  gjuayer,  a  Piece  of  a  written  Book  divided  intQ 
equal  Parts.  Cofgra'ucs  Fr,  I)i£l.  Here  it  iignifies  a  little  Book 
or  Pamphlet.  So  Chaucer  ufes  it  in  his  Complaint  of  the  black 
Knight : 

Go  litil  quaire  unto  my  Jivis  queney 
Arid  to  my  *very  hertis  fo<verayney 
And  he  right  glad ,  for  that  Jhe  Jhal  the  fene 
8  oche  is  thy  gra  ce .  — - 

T  hough,  as  Caxton  ufes  it  before ,  when  he  tells  us,  the  Dutchefs  of 
Burgundy  perufed  five  or  fix  quaires  of  his  Tranflation  of  the  Re - 
cueyly  See.  it  feems  to  mean  only  a  Leaf,  or  Piece  of  his  Traiifla- 
tion.  However  this  be,  we  have  here  a  Specimen  of  Mr.  Caxton  s 
great  Accuracy  and  Exa&nefs  in  printing,  in  that  he  followed 

every  Word  of  the  Copy  given  him,  and  had  witneffe  of  his  do- 
mg  fo. 
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{  of  the  Parifhe  Churche  of  Seynt  Margaret e 
‘  of  Weftminfter  in  the  fhire  of  Middx,  from 
‘  the  vij  daye  of  the  Monyth  of  Maye  in  the 
*  Yere  of  our  Lord  God  1478  anno  Regni 
‘  1 8  Edw.  IV.  unto  the  18th  day  of  Maye  in 
?  1480  Anno  Regni  20  Edw.  IV.’  is  the  fol-> 
lowing  Article  : 

1  Item,  The  day  of  bureyinge  of  William  Caxton, 
<  for  i]  Torches  and  iiii  Tapers  — —  —  xxd 

.An.Dom.  However  this  be,  in  1479  came  out  of  Mr. 
H79-  Caxton  s  Prefs,  a  Book  named  Cor di ale.  Folio. 
Th  is  Book,  he  tells  us,  was  likewife  mandated 
by  the  abovefaid  Anthony  erle  Rivers ,  and  de- 
lyuered  to  Mr.  Caxton,  to  be  printed  on  the 
fecond  of  Fearer  1478,  and  fynyjhed  on  theven 
of  th  annunciation,  the  24th  of  Marche  1479. 

An.  Dom.  But  I  fufpedt  this  and  Memorare  novijjima  to 
H83-  be  the  fame  Book;  it  nee  I  obferve,  printed  at 
Cologne,  by  Barthol.  de  Unckle,  a  Latin  Book, 
with  this  Title,  Cordiale  quatuor  novijjimorum. 

Whilft  M r.  Caxton  was  thus  printing  Books  in 
Englijh,  at  Weftminfter,  and  fo  much  favour’d 
and  encourag’d  by  the  Court,  and  the  principal 
Nobility  and  Gentry,  there  feems  to  have  been 
let  up,  by  fome  Foreigner,  or  one  who  had 
learned  the  Art  abroad,  another  Prefs  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  to  print  Books  in  Latin.  Who  this  Prin¬ 
ter  was,  we  do  not  certainly  know,  he  having 
omitted  to  put  his  Name  to  thofe  Books  of  his 
printed  here,  which  are  preferved.  But  by 
fome  Latin  Verfes  at  the  End  of  one  of  the 
Books  printed  here,  it  feems  to  be  intimated, 
that  the  Practice  of  this  Art  was  firft  introduced 
at  Oxford \  by  one  Thomas  Hunte  an  Englifh- 

?nan. 
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man,  who  was  afterwards  Partner  with  Theo¬ 
dor  ic  Rood.  However  this  be,  the  three  fol¬ 
lowing  Books,  which  are  in  the  Royal  Library  • 
at  Cambridge ,  the  Bodleian  at  Oxford ,  and  in 
other  private  Libraries,  it’s  plain,  were  printed 
at  Oxford  this  and  the  next  Year. 

i  Expofitio  Sandi  Jeronymi  in  fimboluni 
Apoftolorum  ad  papam  Laurentium  —  impreffa 

Oxonie  et  finita  Anno  Domi  Mcccclxviii.  xvix 
die  Decembris. 

2.  Textus  ethicorum  Ariftotelis  per  leonar- 
dum  arretinum  lucidiffime  tranllatus,  cor- 

rediffimeque  impreffus,  Oxoniis  Anno  Dni 
Mcccclxxix. 

3.  Tradatus  brevis  et  ntilis  de  originali  pec- 
cato  editus  a  fratre  Egidio  Romano  ordinis  fra- 
trum  heremitarum  fandi  Auguftini.  .Impreffus 

et  finitus  Oxonie  A  nativitate  dni  Mcccclxxix. 
xiiii  die  mends  Marcii. 


Thefe  three  Books  are  all  printed  with  the 
fame  German  Types.  The  Oxford  Antiquarian 
fays,  Perfpicuis  magis  et  pulchrioribus  quam  re- 
centiores  nonnulli ,  more  plain  and  beautiful  than 
fome  more  modern  ones.  They  have  all  ot 
them  a  very  regular  Page  ;  the  Signatures  are 
placed  at,  or  under  the  End  of  the  bottom  Line, 
thus,  a  i.  a  ii,  &c.  and  there  is  no  Diredion 
or  Catch-word,  and  the  Leaves  are  not  num¬ 
ber’d. 

The  firft  of  thefe  Books  is  plainly  dated 
Mcccclxviii.  which  is  about  eight  Years  after 
the  Time,  when  the  Printers  at  Mentz  were 
djfperfed,  and  carried  the  Art  of  Printing  to 
other  Parcs  of  Europe.  This  Circumftance, 
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joined  to  that  of  the  Type  or  Letter  ufed  by 
this  Printer,  which  is  imagined  to  be  nearly 
tne  fame  with  that  ufed  by  Fuji,  the  firft  Prin¬ 
ter,  though  fomewhat  different,  has  inclined 
fome  to  think,  that  one  of  thofe  Printers  might 
come  over  to  England ,  and  follow  his  Prcfef- 
hon  at  Oxford.  But  this  is  very  early  for  a 
Printer  to  be  fettled  fo  far  from  Mentz.  Ex¬ 
cepting  at  Rome ,  where  two  Germans,  Conrard 
Sweynheim  and  Arnold  Pnnnarts,  fet  up  a  Prin- 
ting-noufe  Anno  14665  it  does  not  appear,  that 
any  more  than  fingle  Books  were  printed  any 

where  fo  foon  after  the  Difperfion  of  the  firft 
Printers. 

In  1483,  but  four  Years  after  the  latefl  of 
the  three  Books  of  this  anonymous  Printer  at 
Oxford,  an  Adt  of  Parliament  was  paffed, 
whereby  Leave  was  given  to  ‘  any  artificer  or 
*  merchaunt  firaunger,  of  what  nation  or  coun- 
‘  treY  was  or  fhould  be  of,  to  bring  into  the 
real  me,  and  fell,  by  retaile  or  otherwife,  anie 
!  books  w^ten  or  printed/  The  Reafon  of  this 
is,  bv  another  Ad,  fa  id  to  have  been,  that  there 
.  were  ‘  but  x  few  Printers  within  the  Realrne 
which  could  well  exercife  and  occupie  the 
‘  fcience  and  crafte  of  Printing/  This  has  not 
t^ie  Appearance  of  this  Art  having  been  intro¬ 
duced  and  pradtifed  here  fo  long  as  fifteen  Years 
before  by  fo  great  a  Matter  of  it.  Jt  has  there¬ 
fore  been  obferved,  that  the  early  Date  of  this 
nrffc  printed  Book  at  Oxford,  is  Contradidted  by 
the  more  modern  Improvements  in  Printing, 

;  All  that  we  have  any  Account  of,  were  Caxton  at  Wetlmintler, 
RoodjA  Oxford,  an  anonymous  one  at  St.  Albans,  and  LettoJ and 
de  Macblmia  at  London ;  and  their  Impreffions  were  not  very  eleV 
gantc  1  . 
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which  appear  in  the  Book  it  fell,  as  the  Neat- 
ncfs  of  the  Letter,  and  the  Regularity  of  the 
Page,  above  the  Performances  of  Caxton ,  or, 
however,  his  more  early  ones,  and  the  Ufe  of 
Signatures :  For  it  is  a  perfect  Paradox,  that 
the  Art  of  Printing  was  almoft,  in  its  Infancy, 
brought  to  Perfection,  The  longer  Mr.  Caxton 
printed,  the  more  we  fee  him  improved  in  his 
Art.  If  We  may  believe  Mr.  Palmer ,  a  Printer 
himfelf,  and  uncommonly  skilled  in  the  Bufi- 
nefs,  de  Worde  improved  the  Art  to  a  very  great 
Perfection,  and  was  a  very  curious  Printer  j  and 
PinJ'on  was  become  a  thorough  Mafter  of  the 
Art :  which  feems  to  imply,  that  they  both 
excelled  their  Mafter  Caxton.  Belides,  if  a 
Printer,  fuperior  to  them  all,  was  fettled  at 
Oxford^  at  leaft  fix  Years  before  the  earlieft  of 
them,  is  it  not  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  they 
who  occupied  this  Science,  would  have  been 
more  increafed  than  it’s  intimated  by  the  ACt 
above-mentioned  they  were  ? 

It  is  owned  to  be  difficult  to  account  for  this 
fingle  Book’s  being  printed  at  Oxford  fo  early 
as  1468,  and  no  other  being  printed  there  till 
1479,  eIeyen  Years  after  5  and  then  two  others 
being  printed  there  with  the  fame  Types,  and 
in  the  fame  Manner.  As  Printing  was,  I  pre¬ 
fume,  this  Printer’s  Livelihood  and  Subfiftence, 
how  is  he  to  be  fuppofed  to  live  ten  or  eleven 
Years  without  it  ?  It  is  plain  there  have  been 
fome  curious  Perfons  who  have  collected  and 
preferved  fuch  Books,  otherwife  we  fliouid  not 
have  had  thofe  we  have  ;  and  it  feems  odd,  if 
there  were  lo  many  printed,  as  we  may  reafon- 
ably  fuppofe  there  were  in  eleven  Years  Time, 
that  not  lo  much  as  one  of  them  fliouid  fall  in 

their 
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their  way ;  bur,  that  they  fhould  all  light  upon 
only  Copies  of  thefe  three  Books.  To  fuppofe 
that  this  anonymous  Printer,  after  having 
printed  a  Angle  Book,  in  two  Years  time,  at 
Oxford ,  £hut  up  his  Prefs,  1470,  on  account  of 
the  Rebellion  of  the  Earl  of  W arwick  j  becaufe 
toe  and  his  Readers  might  be  otherwife  engaged, 
and  not  open  it  again  till  1479,  that  is,  till 
eight  Years  after  the  Rebels  were  defeated,  and 
the  Kingdom  reilored  to  its  former  Peace  and 
Tranquillity,  feems  furprifingly  romantic.  Why 
could  not  he  employ  his  Prefs  at  Oxford,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Caxton  his  at  Wejlminjler  ?  So  that,  on 
thg  Whole,  1  do  not  know  a  better  Solution 
of  this  Difficulty,  than  to  fuppofe,  with  the 
learned  and  ingenious  Diflertator,  that  inftead  of 
Mcccclxviii,  the  Date  ihould  be  Mccccixxviii, 
an  x  being  dropped,  either  by  Defign  or 

Chance,  as  was  very  common  with  our  early 

Printers. 

Whether  this  Printer  died,  or,  for  want  of 
Encouragement,  removed  from  Oxford  to  fome 
other  Place,  is  not  now  known.  But  in  the 
Year  1480,  we  find  another  Printer  at  Oxford , 
one  ‘Theodoric  Rood,  a  Native  of  Cologn  in  Ger¬ 
many,  where  I  have  fuppofed  Mr.  Caxton  to 
have  known  him.  He  continued  printing  here 
till  248^4  but  how  much  longer  we  do  not 
know.  By  fome  r  Latin  Verfes,  printed  by 

hinq 

3  Hoc  Teodoricus  rood  quem  collonia  mi  fit 
Sanguine  germane  nobile  preflit  opus. 

Atque  flbi  focius  thomas  fuit  anglicus  hunt £ 

]J.ij  dent  ut  venetos  exuperare  queant. 

QjJa in  tfjijOri  venetos  deemt  vir  gallic  us  arteiri ' 

Jngenio  didiclt  terra  britynna  fuo. 


Celatos, 
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him  at  the  End  of  Are  tin's  Latin  Tranflation 
of  Phalaris' s  Epiftles,  it  appears,  that  he  had 
a  Partner,  one  Thomas  Hunts ,  an  Englijhman ; 
and  it  is  intimated  as  if,  by  his  Means,  the  Art 
of  Printing  was  introduced  into  England.  ’That 
Art ,  fay  the  Yerfes,  which  jenfon,  a  French¬ 
man  taught  the  Venetians,  the  Britifh  Nati¬ 
on  has  learned  by  its  own  Ingenuity ,  or  the  Ge¬ 
nius  of  one  of  its  own  Natives.  Nicholas  Jen- 
fon  printed  at  Venice  in  1470  ;  which  being,  at 
moil,  but  the  Year  after  the  two  S pires  fettling 
there,  Rood  afcribes  to  him  the  teaching  the 
Venetians  the  Art  of  Printing.  So  here  Hunts 
printing  at  Oxford,  fo  foon  as  four  Years  after 
Mr.  Caxton  began  to  print  at  Weftminfter,  Rood 
fee  ms  to  mention  him  as  the  firft  that  taught 
the  Engli/Jj  this  Craft.  But  if  what  is  here  faid 
does  not  any  wife  relate  to  Hunte,  it  mud  to 
Caxton,  fince  they  are  the  only  Englijhmen  who 
were  Printers  at  this  Time.  But,  that  Hunte  is 
the  Perfon  meant,  fee  ms  pretty  plain  from  its 
being  added,  that  the  Art  of  printing  Latin, 
which  was  firfl  known  to  the  Venetians,  was 
now  found  by  them  at  Oxford :  Whereas  Cax¬ 
ton  printed  chiefly  Englijh  Books.  It  is  added, 
that  the  Englijh  had  a.Tafte  of,  and  were  plea- 
fed  with  the  Latin  Tongue,  and  that  Hunte 
and  Rood  printed  fo  many  Books  as  to  export  or 
fend  them  abroad,  or  however,  to  ftipply  all 
Demands  at  home ;  io  that  there  was  no  Occa* 

Celatos,  ‘uMtti,  nobis  tranfmittere  libros* 

Cedite,  nos  aliis  vendimus*  o  ajeneti. 

Que  fuerat  vobis  ars  primum  nota  latini 
Eft  eadem  nobis  ipfa  reperta  premens. 

Quamvis  femotos  toto  canit  orhe  brit  annas 
Virgilius,  placet  Ins  lingua  fatina  tamen. 
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fion  for  the  V eneiiam  to  fend  any  of  their  print* 
ed  Books  hither,  as  they  had  ufed  to  do.  Bur, 
though  this  might  be  fo,  the  Care  and  Dili¬ 
gence  of  curious  and  inquifitive  Perfons  have, 
fo  far  as  I  know,  preferved  but  four  of  the 
Books  printed  by  tnefe  two  Printers,  and  one 
even  of  them  was  not  known  till  very  lately, 
1735.  Unlefs  we  fuppofe  Hunte  to  be  the 
Printer  of  the  three  anonymous  Books  in  1468 
and  1479. 

8o°m‘  return  t0  Mr.  Caxton ;  In  1480  he 
14  0  printed  u  j Vhymage  or  mirrour  of  the  worlde ,  Fol. 
This,  he  tells  us,  he  tranflated  out  of  Frenche  into 
Englijb,  at  the  requefte,  eoft  and  expence  of  the 
*  Cytexeyn  honourable  and  worfhipful  *  Hughe  Brice ,  Gold- 
f.fif  ^m*th,  who  was  Sheriffe  of  London  1475,  and 
London,  afterwards  Knighted,  and  Mayor  of  the  City 
Anno  1485.  At  the  End  of  this  Book  is  printed 
an  Epilogue  with  Mr.  Caxton’s  Cypher,  as  rep  re¬ 
lented  under  his  Pi&ure,  which  Ihews  he  ufed 
it  not  above  fix  Years  after.  I  have  fuppofed 
him  to  have  firfl  printed  in  England ;  though 
it’s  not  unlikely  that  he  ufed  it  fooner,  only,  as 
is  very  common  with  other  old  Books,  this  Leaf 
has  been  torn  out  and  made  away  with.  In 
the  Epilogue  above-.mentioned,  Mr.  Caxton  tells 
us.  That  Sir  Hughe’s  Delign  in  procuring  this 
Book  to  be  tranflated  and  printed,  was,  to 
make  a  prefen t  of  it  to  the  ‘  puiflaunt,  noble 
‘  and  vertuous  lorde  Haftynges  Chamberlaync 

*  unto  the  Kynge,  and  his  lieutenent  of  the 

*  toun  of  Calais  and  marches  thereof :  ’  That 

u  Another  edition  of  this  book  was  printed  without  date,  by 
Laurence  Andrew  dwellynge  in  FUtefireete  at  the  fyghe  of  the  Gol¬ 
den  Croffe  by  Fletebridge.  At  the  Conclufion  of  the  Table  and 
jPlologue  prefix’d,  is,  Caxton  me  fieri  fecit, 

%  h$ 
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he  owned  the  Tranflation  to  be  rude  and  Am¬ 
ple  ;  but  that  he  had,  to  his  Power,  followed 
his  Gopy,  and  as  nigh  as  to  him  was  poffible, 
made  it  fo  plain,  that  every  reafonable  Man 
might  underhand  it,  if  he  advifedly  and  atten¬ 
tively  read  or  heard  it :  Though  the  Tranfla¬ 
tion  abounds  in  French  Words;  fuch  as  ottroye , 
empyifed ,  ententyfly ,  arrette ,  See.  which,  at  this 
Time,  are  not  commonly  underftood  by  Englijh 
Readers.  He  added,  That  this  Book  he  began 

*  firfte  to  translate  the  fecond  day  of  Janyuer 

*  the  yere  of  our  lorde  Mcccclxxx  and  finylhed 

*  it  the  eighth  day  of  Marche  the  fame  yere, 

8  and  the  xxi  yere  of  the  Regne  of  the  mod 

*  Cryften  Kynge,  Kynge  Edward  the  fourths.’ 

€  cajetow  me  fieri  fecit. 

Next  after  this,  is  mention’d  by  Mr.  Caxton  Legenfr 
hifnfelf,  as  tranflated  out  of  French,  and  print-  D'ores*. 
ed  by  him,  ‘  the  xv  bokes  of  Metamorphofes 
4  in  which  ben  contaynid  the  fables  of  Ovid .’ 

Ouduin  places  this  Book  in  this  Year.  Lihri 
xv  Met  amor phofeon  Ovidij  in  Anglicam  profarn 
per  Caxtonum  converjj,  A.D.  1480.  In  Mr.  Secre¬ 
tary  Pepys's  Library  in  the  College  of  St.  Mary 
Magdalen,  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge ,  is  a 
Manufcript,  which  feems  to  be  a  Copy  of  a 
Part  of  this  Book  :  The  Title  is,  A  profe  tran¬ 
sition  op  Ovid  s  Metamorphofes,  beginning  at 
the  icth  book .  In  the  firffc  Page  is  written  in. 
red  Letters ; 

*  Here  followeth  the  x  booke  of  Ovyde, 
f  whereof  the  firA  fable  is  of  the  marriage  of 
£  Orpheus  and  Euridice  his  Love.’  Ac  the  End 
is  this  Colophon  : 


D 


*  Thus 


#  Juyn 
1  Oth. 
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*  Thus  endeth  Ovyde  his  booke  of  Metamoi  - 

6  nhofe  mandated  and  fynyihed  by  me  Willm 

<■  Caxton  at  Wejlmeftre  the  xxii  day  of  Apryll 

c 

e  the  Yere  of  our  Lord  miuilxxx.  and  the 
<  xx  yere  of  the  Regne  of  Kynge  Edward  the 

*  fourth.’ 

About  the  *  Middle  of  this  Year  1480,  Mr. 
Caxton  finifhed  at  his  Frefs,  sas  Book  called 
‘The  Chronicles  of  England.  Folio .  This,  he 
tells  us,  he  attempted  to  do  atte  requejle  of  di¬ 
ver  fe  gentihnen ;  and,  that  he  enptinteu  it  in  the 
Abbyof  IVeftminfter,  by  London.  Before  thefe 
C  hronicles  is  a  rl  able  of  the  Contents,  to  wnich 
is  prefixed  the  following  fhor t  j.  roiogue. 


*  In  the  yere  of  thyncarnacyon  of  oui  x^ord 
«  jtu  Cript  1480  and  in  the  20  yere  of  the 

*  repne  of  K.vng  Edwa?  d  the  4^0,  atte  re* 

*  quefte  of  dyvers  gentilmen,  I  nave  ende- 

*  voured  me  to  enprinte  che  {..romcles  oj  Eng— 
c  lan(j>  as  in  this  boke  fhall,  by  the  luffe- 

■  4  rati  nee  of  G  O  D  follow.  And  to  thendc, 

<  that  every  man  may  fee  and  fhortly  find 

<  fuche  mater  as  it  fhall  pleafe  him  to  fe  or 
4  rede,  I  have  ordeyned  a  table  of  the  maters 
4  fhortly  compiled  and  chapitred,  as  here 
4  fhall  followe,  which  booke  begyneth  at  Al- 
4  byne  and  endeth  at  the  begynnyng  of  the 
‘  regne  of  our  laid  foverayn  Lord  Kyng 
4  Edward  the  mi. 


Then  follows  the  Table,  &c.  which  thus 

begins:  •  , 

'Ey r ft  is  conteyned  how  Albyne  with  hir  fujlerj 

entred  into  this  IJle  and  named  it  Albyon. 

The 
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The  Book  is  divided  into  vii  Parts,  and 
cclxm  Chapters.  The  Title  of  the  firft  Capi- 
tul,  is,  'The  names  of  this  londe ;  and  the  Chapter 
begins  thus  : 

In  the  nolle  londe  of  Sirrie  then  was  a  noble 
Kyng  and  myghty. — — -Which  feems  to  intimate 
as  if  Mr.  Caxton  printed  thefe  Chronicles  from 
a  Manufcript  Copy,  compiled  by  forne  body 
elfe,  which  begins  in  this  Manner,  as  I  fhall 
have  Occafion  to  obferve  more  particularly 
hereafter.  The  Title  of  the  lad  Chapter  is  the 
very  lame  with  that  in  the  Chronicles  printed 
with  the  Frit  Bus  temporum ,  by  'July  an  Notary t 
15  ic.  Of  the  depoficion  of  Kyng  Henry  VI. 
and  how  Kyng  Edward  the  1111  took  pojfefion , 
and  of  the  bataile  on  Palme-fonday,  and  how  hi 
was  crowned.  At  the  End  is  this  Colophon  : 

‘  Thus  endeth  this  prefent  book  of  the  chro- 
‘  nicies  of  England  emprinted  by  me  William 
(  Caxton  in  chabby  of  Weflniynjler  by  London. 

‘  Fynnylhid  and  accompiyfhid  the  x  day  of 
€  ju)'n  the  yere  of  thincarnation  of  our  Lord 
‘  God  mcccclxxx  and  in  the  xx  yere  of  the  regnc 
‘  of  Kyng  Edward  the  fourth,’ 

On  occahon  of  Mr.  Caxton' s  printing  this 
Manufcript  Englif  Chronicle,  and  the  Conti¬ 
nuation  of  it  to  his  own  Time,  many  Refle¬ 
xions  have  been  made  on  him.  John  Major , 
the  Scotijh  Hiftorian,  obferved,  that  4  he  has 
‘  coined  not  only  Improbabilities,  but  great  In- 
4  conliflencies ;  and,  thac  in  particular  the  In- 
‘  vective  again  it  Robert  and  David  Bruce  has  as 
‘  many  Lyes  in  it  as  Words.’  But  he  lhould  have 
known,  that  Mr.  Caxton  was  only  the  Printer, 
not  the  Author  of  thele  Chronicles.  The  fame 
Con  fide  rat  ion  tome  what  abates  the  Reflection  of 

D  2  the 
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^ai  Lati-1^6  ^Garne^  Gerard  John  VoJJius,  That  there  are 
nis.  not  a  few  Things  in  thefe  Chronicles  that  fhew 
a  want  of  Judgment.  It  has  been  obferved  of 
Major ,  That  as  he  all  along  mixes  the  Chroni- 

zfe\  ?;”i(c^es  or  Hiftory  °f  England  and  Scotland ,  he 
cj  the  *  takes  the  greateft  Part  of  what  concerns  his  own 
Nation  from  the  Englifh  Writers,  among  whom 
his  principal  Authors  are  Bede,  Caxton ,  and 
Froijfard :  That  he  owns  himfelf,  he  often  li¬ 
terally  translated  Caxton ,  though  he  takes  Qc- 
nyWcafion  to  quarrel  with  his  Hiftory,  and  efpeci- 
'  >a>J'  ally  lor  its  aflerting  the  Dependance  of  the 
Crown  of  Scotland  upon  that  of  England.  But 
it  is  ftill  a  more  levere  Reflection  which  the  laft 
of  thefe  Writers  has  thought  fit  to  make  on 
Mr,  Caxton  and  his  Hiftory,  as  encouraging 
his  Readers  by  the  Opportunities  he  had  of  be¬ 
ing  acquainted  with  the  Court  TranfaCtions  of 
his  own  Time,  viz.  King  Edward  IV,  to  hope 
great  Matters  from  him,  when  his  Fancy  only 
led  him  into  an  Undertaking  above  his  Strength : 
Though  Mr.  Caxton  tells  his  Readers,  at  the 
very  Beginning  of  thefe  Chronicles,  as  has 
been  fhewn  before,  that  they  ended  at  the  Be¬ 
ginning. ,  and  not  at  the  End  of  King  Edward's 
Reign. 

It  has  been  likewife  reported,  That  Mr.  Cax¬ 
ton,  at  his  Return  to  England,  found  the  begin¬ 
nings  or  rough  Draught  of  a  certain  Hiftory, 
Bale, Pitts,  begun  by  one  who  was  a  LeCturer  or  Reader  of 
Hiftory  in  the  Monaftery  of  St,  Albans ;  others 
fay  a  learned  Schoolmafter  of  the  T#\vn,  who 
had  laid  the  Foundation  of  a  compleat  Body  of 
Englijh  Hiftory,  but  died  before  he  could  finilh 
Ids  intended  Work;  and,  that  Mr.  Caxton  took 
thofe  imperfeCt  Papers,  and  added  to  them  his 

own 
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own  Colledlions  from  fome  of  the  beft  Authors; 
as  Livy,  St.  Aujlin,  Bede,  &c.  the  fame  which  the 
Compiler  of  the  FruEtus  temporum  tells  us  he 
ufed,  and  called  it  FruElus  temporum.  But  this 
Miftake  feems  owing  to  thefe  Reporters  ha¬ 
ving  never  feen  the  Englijh  Chronicle  printed 
bv  Mr.  Caxton  three  Years  before  the  FruElus 

J 

temporum  was  printed  at  St.  Albans.  But  this 
Chronicle  being  afterwards  reprinted  with  the 
FruElus  temporum ,  gave  occafion  to  the  con¬ 
founding  thefe  two  Hiftories,  and  calling  x  The 
Chronicles  of  England,  which  is  confined  to  that 
Kingdom,  by  the  Name  of  FruElus  temporum t 
or  the  Fruits  of  Times  ;  which  treats  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  and  foreign  Hiftory,  as  well  as  of  Englijh , 
as  will  be  fhewn  more  particularly  by  and  by. 

It  has  been  further  remarked,  That  though 
Mr.  Caxton^  in  his  Colophons  at  the  End  of  the 
Books  printed  by  him  in  King  Edward  IVth’s 
Reign,  fuppofes  the  Beginning  of  it  to  have 
been  A.  D.  14605  yet  in  thefe  Chronicles  he 
fays,  he  was  proclaimed  through  the  City  the 
fourth  day  of  Marche  the  yere  of  our  Lord  God 

1459.  But  I  fuppofe,  he  here  reckons  accord* 
ing  to  the  Ecclefiafticai  Account,  which  begins 
the  new  Year  at  Lady-day.  However  this  be, 

it  has  been  obferved,  That  in  the  Englijh  Hi- Speed, 
ftories  there  is  a  continual  Anachronifm  of  a^f’ 
Year,  and  fometimes  of  two,  from  this  Year 

1460,  to  the  End  of  this  Reign  ;  and,  that  the 
Difference  of  Authors  hath  here  bred  fome  Conf'u * 

x  • — — -As  layth  Caxton  in  his  Chronicle,  which  he  calls  th§ 
fruit  of  tyme .  Grafton’ s  Hiji.  of  England,  Vol.  IL 

- - It  is  lecorded  and  found  in  the  Chronicle  of  WiUian | 

Caxton s  called  Fruffus  temper  urn.  FoxV  Acls  and  Monuments^ 
foL  69.  a-  Ed.  1563. 
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fion  of  Tears.  This  will  fufficiently  appear  by 
the  following  Detail.  In  the  Chronicle  print¬ 
ed  with  the  FruSlus  temporum,  15 15,  it  is  faid, 
that  the  ‘  fourthe  daye  of  March  1459  he  was 

*  proclaimed  thrugh  the  Cyte,  of  London ,  King 

*  Edward  the  fourthe  by  name  :  and  about 

*  Mydfomer  after,  the  yere  of  our  lorde  1460 

*  and  the  firfte  yere  of  his  regne,  he  was  crown- 
Wy Red-  *  ed  at  Weftminfler Our  old  printed  Statute 
plan.  Books,  in  French  and  Latin ,  record  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  this  Reign  thus  :  Edwardus  quartus 
incepit  regnare  quarto  die  Marcij  anno  domini 

1 460 - -  corona t us fuit  28  die  Junij.  The  fame 

is  affirmed  in  the  Summarie  of  the  Chronicles,  &c. 

John  that  he  began  to  reigne  the  4th  day  of  Marche 

ttowe.  jy y  fjoe  name  cf  Edward  the  fowerth  1460 - - 

and  on  the  28th  of  June  he  was  crowned  at 
Weftminfler.  But  Speed  intimates,  that  he 
was  proclaimed  the  fourth  of  March  1461. 
Mali  informs  us,  That  ‘  the  4th  day  of  March 
4  he,  as  Kyng,  rode  to  the  Church  of  St.  P aulc, 

*  and  there  offered,  and  on  the- morrow,  March 
4  the  cth,  be  was  proclaimed  Kyng  by  the 

*  name  of  Edward  the  4th  throughout  the  ci- 
4  tic,  in  the  39th  yere  of  King  Henry  VI,  and 
4  the  29th  daie  of  "June  was  at  Weftminfler 
4  with  all  folempnitie  crooned  and  anoynted 

*  kynge  Edward  the  4th  after  Willy  am  the  Con- 
4  queror,  which  was  in  the  Yere  of  Chrftles  in- 
‘  carnation  1461/  Poly  dor  e  Virgil  fays,  £  Ad 

*  3  c  a  lend.  July  [June  28.  J  1461,  rex  creatur! 
The  Writer  of  the  Hiftory  of  England ,  in 
2  Vcl.  8°.  of  which  a  fourth  Edition  was 
printed,  A.  D.  1715,  fays,  ‘  he  was  proclaimed 
‘  King  of  England  upon  the  4th  of  March 
4  i 460,  and  crowned  the  28th  of  June.'  Mr. 

Echard- 
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Echard  tells  11s,  That  ‘  from  the  fourth  Day  of 
<  March,  1461,  according  to  the  common  Com- 
‘  putation  in  thofe  Days,  commenced  the  Reign 
‘  of  King  Edward  IV  ;  and  that  on  the  28th 
‘  Day  of  June  he  was,  with  great  Solemnity, 

« crowned  at  Wejlminfler!  Mr.  Collier  fays, 

«  he  was  proclaimed  March  4,  1461,  and  crown- 
‘  ed  June  26th/  And  Rapin,  different  from 
4  every  Body  eife,  tells  us,  That  ‘  Edward  was 
‘  proclaimed  the  5th  of  March  1461,  and  h  1  a 

*  Coronation  fixed  to  June  the  20th.’  To  name 
no  more,  the  learned  Du  Pin  obferved,  That 
4  Edward  IV  was  declared  King  of  England  in 

*  the  Month  of  June  1461;' 

In  thefe  Chronicles  King  John  is  reported  to 
be  poifoned  at  the  Abby  of  Swinefloed  near  Lin- 
colne ,  by  a  Monk  of  that  Houle.  This  Ac¬ 
count  of  that  Prince’s  Death,  together  with  the 
different  Relations  of  it  by  others,  the  learned 
and  indufirious  Mr.  Fox  inferred  in  the  firlt 
Edition  of  his  Adis  and  Monuments ,  &c.  to 
which  was  added,  in  fome  of  the  after  Edi¬ 
tions,  particularly  in  the  Seventh ,  printed  1632, 
a  Cut,  dej'cribing  the  poijoning  of  King  John  by 
a  Monk  of  Swinftead  Abby,  in  Lincolnfhire, 

In  this  Defcription  the*  Monk  is  reprefented  as 
being  firft  abfolved  by  the  Abbac,  then  pre- 
fenting  King  John,  fitting  at  a  Table  in  his 
Robes,  with  his  y  Crown  on  his  Head,  with  a 
Cup  of  Poifon,  drinking  himfelf  of  it  to  the 
King,  and  faying,  ail  my  liege,  the  King 

and  the  Monk  both  lying  dead,  and  the  perpe-J^#^*' 
tual  Mafs  fung  daily  for  the  Monk.  This  Ac- 

y  This  muft  be  an  improprietie,  if,  as  our  Hiftorians  tell  us,  the* 

Xing  loft  his  Crowns  in  the  Waflies  or  River  Wdjjlream ,  before  he 
eame  to  the  Abby^  . 

P  4  county 
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count,  given  by  Mr.  Fox,  of  this  Matter,  varies 
from  that  given  by  the  Author  of  the  Chronicle 
which  Mr.  Caxton  printed  in  thefe  two  Parti¬ 
culars.  i.  The  Occafion  of  the  Monk’s  being 
fo  incenfed  againft  the  King  ;  which,  according 
to  Fox,  was  cert  nine  talke  that  the  King  had  at 
his  table  concerning  Ludouike  the  French  king  s 
Jon  w  hie  he  then  had  entered  and  ufurped  upon 
him  ;  whereas  Caxton  s  Chronicle  aferibes  it  to 
the  King’s  Speech  of  the  Monk’s  too  large  Pro- 
vifion,  and  fwearing,  That  if  he  lived  but  half 
a  Y  ear  longer,  he  would  make  a  half-penny  Loaf 
worth  twenty  Shillings.  2.  The  Place  of  the 
King’s  Burial,  which  Mr.  Fox,  with  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  our  Hidorians,  fays,  was  at  Worcefler, 
and  the  Chronicle  printed  by  Caxton,  at  Wyn- 
chefter  ;  which  Difference,  perhaps,  might  be 
occafioned  by  the  old  fpeiling  t  ae  Names  of 
thefe  two  Places,  thus,  IVypcejlre  and  JVynceflre , 
and  the  one  being  miftaken  for  the  other. 

However  this  be.  Father  Robert  Parjbns,  the 
Jeiuit,  charged  Mr.  Caxton  with  being  the  firft 
Author  of  this  Story:  And  a  later  Writer  of 
s*1  ^T°tes  on  *  Rapin' s  Hi  dory  of  England,  as  the 
Vol.  III.  mentions  it  in  Englijh  ;  withal  adding, 

/•  242-  That  it  is  not  mentioned  by  any  Hiftorian  that 
Jived  within  fixty  Years  of  King  John's  Death, 
or  before  si,  D.  1276  $  when  his  being  poifon’d 
is  mentioned  in  a  Latin  Chronicle  wrote  by 
John7-,  Abbat  of  Peter  burgh,  which  ends  1259. 
But  to  obviate  thefe  Midakes  and  Refledions, 
it  will  be  lufficient  to  tranferibe  what  the  learn¬ 
ed  and  judicious  Dr.  John  Barckam,  Dean  of 

cxdibus  et  incendiis  vacans  de  Northfolk  verfus  Lynde- 
fey  per  abbathiam  Swynefhevede  venit ;  ubi.  fecundum  quoldam, 
potionatus  transit  oiaffoid.  .  >•  ■ 

Bock - 
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Booking ,  A.  D.  1623,  has  faid  of  them  in  his 
Life  of  this  unhappy  Prince,  printed  by  J. 
Speed. 

‘  This,  fays  he,  being  the  Cataftrophe  of  his 
‘  tragical  Reigne,  might  alfo  have  been  the 

*  clofe  of  his  Story,  had  not  thp  fuddenefs  of 
‘  his  Death  exacted  fome  fearph  into  the  caufe 

*  of  his  licknefs.  Such  Authors  as  touch  the 

*  matter  but  in  general  content  themfelves  with 

*  faying,  he  died  of a  grief,  or  of  a  b  feavour,  or 

*  a  c  flux,  or  a  d  furfeit.  But  thofe  who  have 

*  entred  into  particulars,  infift  on  fuch  a  furfet 
«  as  whereof  both  grief,  feavour  and  flux  were 
‘  moft  probable  effe&s  and  fymptomes.  For, 

‘  coming,  fay  e  they,  from  the  Walhes  to  Swin- 
‘  Jhed  Abby  (being  of  the  Cijieaux  Order  which 
‘  of  old  he  had  much  incenfed)  he  added  new 

*  matter  of  offence  as  he  fate  at  meat,  when,  in 
‘  fpeech  *  of  his  enemies  too  large  provifion,  he 
‘  fware,  if  He  lived  but  half  a  year  longer,  he 
‘  would  make  one  half  penny  loaf  as  deare  as 

*  ?  twelve  :  which  to  prevent,  a  Monk  that  had 
‘  Holy  Habit,  whether  in  love  to  Lewis ,  or 

*  hate  to  the  King,  or  pity  to  the  land,  prefent- 
‘  ing  Him  with  an  envenomed  Cup,  whereof 

*  the  King  commanded  him  to  be  his  Taller, 
‘  became  the  Diabolical  inllrument  of  his  own 
‘  and  his  Soveraign’s  deftru&ion.  This  Rela- 
4  tion,  delivered  by  Monks,  and  Men  of  Mon- 

2  Jo.  de  Walling .  h  Poly  dor.  Verg .  £  Tho.  Otterburne . 

Mai.  Weji . 

e  Chronicle  of  St.  Allans  MS.  Sundry  Englilh  Chronicles  MS. 
Caxton1  s  Chronicle. 

f  Englijh  Cpron.  MS.  Eulogium  MS. 

g  As  dear  as  twelve  half-penny  loaves,  leicejlre?ifis.  As  1 2  pence,, 
Otterburn .  As  20  d.  Polychroni.  As  20  s.  Caxton' s  MS.  1  pound 
of  bread*  1  pound  of  film,  Eulogium  MS.  '  • 

‘  kilh 
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(  kifh  humour  as  a  thins  fo  undeniable,  that 

O'  #  ^ 

*  they  avow,  at  what  time  they  wrote  this,  h  five 
4  Monks  in  that  Abby  did Jtng  for  this  their  bro- 

*  therms  foule  fpeci a  Uy,  and  Jo  jlooald  whiles  the 

*  Abbey  flood,  which,  if  it  had  been  forged, 

*  every  child  might  eafily  have  refuted ;  and 
4  the  rehearfal  of  all  circumftances  therof,  (of 
‘  the  King's  S  aeeches,  of  the  Monk’s  conference 
4  with  the  Abbat,  of  his  preparing  the  drinke 
‘  with  the  Toad  in  the  garden,  of  his  dying  in 

*  the  Infirmary)  might  deferve  credit  with  the 

*  greateft  Patrons  of  Monkery :  Yet  1  one  of 
4  them  (as  if  by  acquitting  Simon  of  Swinfhed 

*  all  other  of  fuch  Orders  were  cleared  from 

*  afiaffinating  of  Princes,  tho’  fames  Clement  did 

*  kill  Henry  III  of  France )  ftriveth  eagerly  to 

*  afperfe  fome  late  k  Relaters  hereof  with  the 

<  blots  of  both  Malice  and  Forgery.  Wherein 
«  is  the.  Malice  1  in  adding  to  the  Narrations 
4  Pictures  alfo  of  the  faff,  fo  to  move  hatred  to 
4  Monkes  and  their  Religion.  Wheras,  ;of  truth, 

*  either  Monkes,  or  men  of  that  Religion,  were 

<  the  very  firtl  who  not  only  fo  depictured,  but 

*  alfo  lively  and  richly  depainted  in  their  good- 

*  Heft  Manufcripts,  particularly  the  MS  of 
4  St.  Alban's  in  the  Library  of  the  Archbilhop 
«  of  Canterbury,  and  a  Manufcript  written  in 

*  the  time  of  King  Edward  I,  in  Mr.  Selden  s 
‘  Library  ;  where  the  King  is  li named  with  His 
‘  Crowne  and  rich  robes  fitting  at  a  banquet, 
4  and  foure  Monks  in  their  habits  coming  to 
4  him,  wherof  one  prefents  Him  with  the  poi- 

h  Giron*  of  St.  Albans ,  MS.  Caxton  et  alii.  Eulogium  faith^ 
*Fres  Monachos  ex  confenfu  Capituli  general  is , 

1  F.  Par  foil  s  Warn  word  Enc»  3.  c, 
k  J.  Fox,  Sir  Fran,  HaJHngs » 


f  foned 
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‘foiled  Cup.  Wherin  then  the  Forgery?  In 
‘  Fox’s  adding  to  Caxton  that  his  Abbat  gave 
‘  him  Abfolution  for  the  fame  before-hand ',  there 
‘  being  no  J'uch  matter  at  all ,  nor  mention  therof 
‘  in  the  Story .  No  !  let  the  very  Story  fpeak  m: 
‘  The  Monk  went  to  the  Abbat ,  and  was  jhriven 
‘  of  him ,  and  told  the  Abbat  all  the  King  had 

*  / aid  ;  and  frayed  his  Abbat  to  affoyle  him,  for 
‘  he  woulde  give  the  King  J'uch  a  dr  ink  e  that  all 
4  England  Jhould  be  glad  therof  and  joyful.  Tho 

*  y ode- the- Monke  into  the  garden,  &c.  Yea  one 
‘  Monk,  Leceftrenfis,  ailedgeth  an  inducement 
‘  for  the  Abbat’s  alien t  therto,  for  that  the 
‘  King  had  fent  for  the  Abbat’s  Sifter,  a  faire 
‘  Prioreffe,  with  purpofe  to  have  devoured  her. 
‘  Yea,  but  the  Story  it  felf  is  charged  with  No- 

*  velty,  the  n  firfl  author  therof  being  but  Anno 

*  1483,  and  all  other  former  writers  making  no 
‘  mention  of  it.  This,  if  true,  were  fomewhat 

*  and  doubtlefte  it  is  as  true  as  the  former.  For 

*  how  could  he,  Caxton,  be  va&  firfi  author,  fith 
f  the  Latine  Hiftory  entituled 0  Eulogium,  whofe 
4  author  died  about  1366,  hath  all  particulers 

*  more  exadtly  fet  downe  than  that  Englijh  one 
‘  hath,  and  exprefsly,  that  the  Monke  conferred 
4  with  his  Abbat  of  his  whole  purpofe,  and  jhrived , 

4  or  confefted,  himfelf  how  he  woulde  Juff'er  this 
‘  voluntary  Martyrdome ,  as  Caiaphas  fa  id  of 
1  Chrifte,  better  one  ferijh  than  a  Nation.  At 

*  which  conjlancy  of  the  Martyr  the  Abbat  • wept 
‘ for  joy,  and  pray  fed  GOD:  So  the  Monke  be - 

*  mg  abfolved  by  the  Abbat  was  undaunted,  and 
‘  took  the  Cup,  &c.  And  not  only  Ranulph  th§ 

I  Par  fit!  s  \\  arn  word.  m  Caxton' s  Chron. 

II  F.  Parfon' s  ibid. 

^  MS.  in  biblio,  D.  Rob.  Cotton ,• 

l  Monk 
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*  Monk  of  Chefter,  author  of  the  Polycronicon, 

*  who  was  born  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III,  the 

*  very  next  reign  to  that  of  King  John,  John 
«  of  Tynmouth  who  flourished  1336,  and  "Thomas 

*  Otterhaurne  the  FranciJ'can  Frier  who  ended 
«  his  ftory  Anno  1420,  recorded  it  as  Fama 
«  vulgata,  a  Fame  generally  received  ;  but  fun- 
«  dry  other  ancient  ftories,  as  John  of  Ltch- 
« field ,  the  Monke  of  Leicejier ,  and  Sc  ala  Mundi , 
«  to  omit  other  namelefle  authors  before  Anno 

*  1483*  as  Rift,  de  gejlis  Reg.  Joh.  MS,  and 
«  Engli(h  Chronicles  MS  before  Edward  III,  fo 
«  confidently  avouch  his  poifoning  at  Swinfhead, 
«  that  unpartial  after  p  Writers,  though  friends 
« to  Monkery,  make  no  fcruple  to  believe  it. 
«  And  why  fliould  they  not  ?  fith  an  author 
«  more  ancient  and  unexceptionable  than  all  the 
«  reftj  even  King  Johns  fon  and  fucceffor  in  His 

*  Kingdom,  averred  it,  when  the  Prior  of  Cler- 
«  kenwell  faucily  telling  Him,  being  in  that 
«  Houfe,  that  as  foon  as  he  ceafed  to  do  juftice  to- 

*  wards  His  Prelates ,  he  Jhould  ceaj'e  to  be  a 
« King  5  the  King,  enraged  with  his  traito- 
«  rous°  threate,  replied  %  IV hat  ?  meane  you 
« to  fume  me  out  of  my  Kingdom ,  and  afiter- 
«  ward  to  murder  me,  as  my  Father  was  dealt 

e  with  ? ' 

By  all  this  it  fufficiently  appears,  That,  whe¬ 
ther  this  Story  be  true  or  not,  it  was  not  a  Sto¬ 
ry  of  Mr.  Caxton  s  making,  and  that  he  was  not 
the  firfi  who  mentioned  it  in  Englijh.  He  only 

p  William  Caxton ,  yohn  Major,  Geo.  Lilius  et  alii. 

^  O  quid  fibi  vult  iftud,  vos  Anglici,  vultifne  me,  iicut  quon¬ 
dam  patrem  rneum,  a  regno  precipitare,  atque  necare  precipita- 
tum  ?  Mat.  Paris  Hifto.  Major,  f.  854. 
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copied  ic  from  an  r  Englijh  Chronicle  in  Manu- 
fcript ;  and  the  moil  that  can  be  faid  of  him  is, 
that  he  was  the  firft  who  printed  it.  As  for 
F.  Parfons,  he  feems  not  to  have  known  of  this 
Edition  of  the  Chronicles  of  England »  A.  D« 

1480  that  to  which  he  refers  being  the  Edi¬ 
tion  at  St.  Albans  three  Years  after.  However 
this  be,  if  we  may  credit  Mr.  Fox ,  of  the  Wri¬ 
ters  concerning  the  Death  of  this  Prince,  the 
moil  agree  in  this,  That  he  was  poifoned  by 
the  Monk  above-named.  But  to  return  to 
Mr.  Caxton. 

About  three  Months  after  his  printing  thefeAn.Donu 
Chronicles  of  England,  he  printed  a  little  Tradt 
in  Folio,  of  the  fame  Size  with  the  Chronicles, 
which  he  called  ‘The  defcription  of  Englond, 

Wales  and  Scotlond,  and  alfo  Yrlond  %  which, 
he  faid,  ‘  was  fynylhed  by  him  the  18th  day  of 
‘  Augujl  the  yere  of  our  lord  god  1480  and  the 
*  20  yere  of  the  regne  of  King  Edward  IVth.’ 

This  was  printed  from  John  ‘i  revifa's  Englijh 
Tranflation  of  Ranulph  Higden,  the  Compiler 
of  the  Polychronicony  and  afterwards  reprinted 
with  the  Frit  Si  us  temporumi  &c.  In  the  Edi¬ 
tion  of  it  by  Julian  Not  ary  >  1 515,  the  follow¬ 
ing  Rubrics  are  prefixed  to  it. 

(J[  Here  foloweth  a  lytell  treatyfe  the  whych 
treateth  of  the  defcription  of  this  londe  whiche 
of  olde  thyme  was  named  Albyon,  and  after 
Britayne,  and  now  is  called  Englonde  and 

r  The  Manufcript  of  this  Chronicle,  which  I  have  feen,  ends 
with  the  6th  of  Edward  III,  A,  D.  1332.  But  another  Manu* 
fcript  Copy  of  it  in  Bennet  Coll  Library,  ends  with  that  Reign, 

A.  D.  1 377.  apart  of  the  laft  Sentence  being- — the  which  kyng  Ed¬ 
ward  when  he  had  regne d  li yere  and  more- - he  deide  at  Shene— 

on  whos  Joule  god  have  mercy  Amen .  As  it  is  printed. 

fpeaketh 
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f  seaketh  of  the  noblefle  and  worthinefle  of 
the  fame. 

c  It  is  foo,  that  in  many  and  diverfe  places 
the  comyn  Cronycles  of  Englond  ben  had,  and 
alfo  nowe  late  enprynted.  And  forafmoche  as 
the  dyfcrypcyon  of  this  londc  whyche  of  olde 
tyme  was  named  Albyony  and  after  Brytayne  is 
not  defcryved  ne  comynly  hadde,  ne  the  noble- 
neffe  and  worthyneffe  of  the  fame  is  not  knowen  ; 
therefore  I  entende  to  fette  in  this  booke  the 
defcrypcion  of  this  fayde  vie  of  Brytaine  and 
with  the  commodytes  of  the  fame. 

Then  follows  a  Table  cf  the  Contents}  by 

which  it  appears,  that  this  Defcription,  &c.  con- 
liftsof  twenty  nine  Chapters.  It  has  been  obferv’d, 
Englifh  That  ‘  from  the  Conqueft,  down  to  the  P.eipn 

fiZf  ‘  of  Henn  the  Eighth,  our  Engltjh  Geo- 

*  graphcrs  have  either  been  very  few,  or  the 
6  want  of  Printing  has  occasioned  the  Lofs  of 

*  naoft  of  them  ;  and  that  this  of  Caxton  s  is  the 
'  only  1  hing  in  its  Kind  which  we  have.’  And 
yet,  it’s  certain,  this  is  not  Caxton' s,  but  Hig- 

'  den's,  and  only  printed  by  him  from  T revija's 
Tranilation  of  it  into  Enghjlj,  as  has  been 
hinted  before. 

An. Dorn.  It  leems  as  if  about  this  Time,  or  a  little 
i4So.  before,  a  r  third  Printing  Prefs  was  let  up  in 
the  Town  of  St.  Albans,  about  twenty  Miles 
from  London,  by  one  whole  Name,  Sir  Henry 


1  The  Tme  of  fetting  up  this  Prefs  is  faid,  by  Sir  Henry 
Chauncey,  to  have  been  whilft  William  Alban  was  Abbat ;  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  him,  died  July  1,  1476,  the  16th  of  Edward  IV.  ’But 
this  teems  as  much  or  more  too  early  for  Infomucl? s  printing  here, 
if  that  was  the  Name  of  the  Printer,  as  1471  is  for  Caxton's 
printing  in  the  Abby  of  Wejlminjler „ 


Chauncey 
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Chauncey  fays,  was  John  Info  much,  who  is  by 
Bifhop  Bale  faid  to  be  a  School-mailer,  and  by 
Pits,  a  Praeledlor,  or  Reader  of  the  Abby  of 
that  Place.  But  however  this  be,  the  follow¬ 
ing  Book,  printed  here  in  Lathi  this  Year  1480, 
is  faid  to  be  imprinted  at  the  Town  of  St. 
Albans.  According  to  the  printed  Catalogue 
of  the  late  Bifhop  Mores  rare  and  uncom¬ 
mon  Books,  it  bore  this  Title :  Rhetorica  nova 
Fratris  Laurentii  Gulielmi  de  Saona  ordims  mi- 
norum  compilata  in  alma  XJniverfitate  Cantabri- 
giae  ann.  1478,  impreffa  apud  Viliam  Sti  Albani 
1480.  Though,  it  feerns,  the  Copy  of  this 
Book,  which  is  in  Bennet  College  Library,  has 
neither,  at  the  Beginning  or  End,  any  Account 
of  the  Printer’s  Name,  or  of  the  Place  or 
Time  where  or  when  it  was  printed. 

Plowever  this  be,  it  feems  pretty  certain, 
That  in  the  Year  1483,  there  was  printed  here 
another  Book,  entitled,  FruSlus  temporum  with 
the  cronycle  of  Englond.  In  the  Prologue  to  it 
we  are  told,  That  ‘  in  the  ye  re  1483,  at  faync 
‘  Albons,  fo  that  men  may  know,  thadtes, 

*  namely  of  cure  noble  kyngs  of  Englond,  is 
‘  compylid  togeder  in  00  boke.’  De  Worde 
thus  fpeaks  of  it,  in  a  Colophon  at  the  End  of 
his  Edition  of  it,  1497.  Here  endyth  this  pre- 
fent  cronycle  of  Englond  with  the  Fruyte  of 
tymes  compyled  in  a  booke  and  enprynted  by  one 

J'ometime  fcolemajler  of  St.  Albans. - This  Book 

begins  with  a  Table  of  Contents.  Next  fol¬ 
lows  a  Prologue,  which  begins  thus :  Infomoche 
that  it  is  necejfary  to  all  creatures  of  Chryfen 
relygyon ,  or  oj  fals  relygyon ,  or  gentyles  or  Ma¬ 
cho  my tes,  to  knowe  ther  Prince  or  Pryncis  that 
regne  upon  them ,  and  them  to  obey ;  fo  it  is  com¬ 
modious 
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mod tous  to  knowe  ther  noble  a  dies  and  dedes ,  and 
the  circumjlaunce  of  their  lives.—— —After  inti¬ 
mating,  as  above,  the  Time  when,  and  Place 
where  thefe  Ades  were  compiled,  it  is  added, 
That  ‘  moreover  is  tranflated  out  of  latyn  into 

*  englifhe  fro  the  begynnynge  of  the  worlde  the 

*  lygnage  of  Cryjl  - - The  foure  pryncypall 

*  reames  of  the  worlde,  that  is  to  faye,  of  Bd~ 
4  by  Ion ,  of  Percees,  of  Grebes ,  and  of  Rom  ay  m, 
4  And  all  the  Emperours  of  Rome,  or  Popes,  by 

*  ordre  and  theyr  names,  and  many  a  notable 

*  fader  with  certen  of  their  ades.~ - Next 

*  are  reherfed  the  names  of  the  Audours,  of 

*  whome  thefe  Cronycles  been  tranflated  mooft. 

*  Namely,  Galfridus  Munmoth  monk  in  his 

*  booke  of  Brute :  S.  Bede  in  the  ades  of  Eng- 

*  londe,  in  hifs  boke  of  tymes :  Gildas  in  the 

*  ades  of  Brytayne  ;  William  Malmsbury  monke 

*  in  the  ades  of  the  kynges  of  Englonde  and  by- 
*  Marcus, f  (hops ;  *  CaJJiderus  of  the  Ades  of  Emperors 

Caffiodo-  *  an^  Bifhops,  St.  Aujlin  de  civitate  Dei ;  Pitus 
xm.  (  Livius  de  geftis  Romanorum  ;  Martyn ,  peni- 
4  tenciary  to  the  Pope,  in  his  cronycles  of  Em- 

*  perors  and  bifhops ;  and  namely  1  Pheobaldus 

*  Cartufienjis  conteynynge  in  his  boke  the  pro- 

*  greffe  of  ail  notable  faders  from  the  begynnyng 
6  of  the  world  unto  our  tyme  with  the  notable 
4  ades  of  the  fame.’  Next  it  is  intimated  as  if 
it  was  the  firft  Defign  of  the  Compiler  of  this 
Book  to  have  continued  the  Hiftory  to  the  Year 
1483,  or  the  End  of  King  Edward  IV  Reign. 

*  In  this  new  tranflation,  iais  the  Writer,  are 


f  'Theobaldus  Anglicus— —  claruit  anno  1320.  opus  condidit  de 
p'ogrejju  Sandorum  Pat  rum.  Eo  volumine  complexus  eft  gefta 
Sandtorura  omnium,  quos  vel  in  facris  bibliis,  vel  hiftoriis  Ecclefia- 
fticis,  reperiffet*  G .  J.  VoJJii  de  Hiftor.  Lat.  lib.  III. 


€  con- 
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1  conceyned  many  notable  and  marveylous  things: 

*  and  thofe  ben  alleged  by  au&oryte  of  many 

‘  famous  clerks  *.  And,  that  every  man  may  *  learned 
‘  knowe  howe  thyfe  cronycles  ben  ordered,  ye ™en or 

*  diall  underdonde,  that  this  boke  is  devyded' C}6ars,i 

‘  into  vij  partes - ~  th tfeventhe  parte  fro  the 

‘  Normans  unto  cure  tyme,  vvhyche  is  under  the 
regne  of  Kynge  Edward  the  fourth  2^  yere 
‘  whoos  noble  cronycles  by  cuftome  may  not  be 
1  ieen  : '  or  are  not  commonly  known.  From 
hence  have  fome  of  our  learned  Writers  a  little 
too  haltily  concluded,  that  this  Chronicle, 
printed  by  Caxton ,  ended  with  the  End  of  Kiflg 
Edward’s  Reign.  But,  whether  by  Death  or 
any  other  Means  the  Compiler  of  it  was  hindred 
from  executing  his  Defign,  it’s  plain  enough, 
that  the  Part  of  it  which  belongs  to  Britain 
ends  with  the  Beginning,  indead  of  the  End, 

°*  King  Edward's  Reign,  A.  D,  1460.  Whac 
feems  to  make  it  probable,  that  this  was  owing 
to  the  Compiler’s  dying  before  he  had  finished 
what  he  undertook  is,  That  in  an  Edition  of 
this  Book  in  Bennet  Col.  Library,  in  the  Con¬ 
tents  of  the  feventb  and  lad  Part,  thefe  Words 
are  ufed  :  Here  begynnys  the  vii  part  continuing 
1 0^  our  dais  that  is  to  fay  to  the  regne  of  King 
Edward  the  iiii,  the  xxiii  yere.  However  this 
be,  at  the  End  ot  this  Prologue  is  printed, 

f[  Explicit  Prologus. 
f  Hie  incipit  fruttus  temporum « 

*  Bycauie  of  this  boke’s  made  to  tel  whac 
‘  cyme  °*‘  any  thynge  notable  was,  therfore  the 
‘  begynoynge  of  all  tymes  fhorcely  fliall  be 
‘  touchid And,  accordingly  theHidory  of  the 

K  Crea-o 
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Creation  of  the  World  is  here  related.  When 
this  Writer  comes  to  fpeak  of  Afcanius  the  7th 
kynge  of  Ttaly,  having  told  his  Readers,  that  he 
was  Son  to  Eneas,  and  built  the  City  of  Al by  on, 
and  was  called  the  kynge  of  the  Albans,  that 
he  gate  Sylvius  the  8th  kynge  of  Italy,  and, 
that  Sylvius  was  Father  unto  Brute  kynge  of 
Brytaine  nowe  called  Englonde,  he  adds,  I  l eve 
of  the  kyngcs  oj  Y taly,  for  they  dyd  but  lytell 
noble  thynges ,  tyll  it  becomen  to  Romulus  and 
Remus  that  buylded  Rome. — — -And  now  to 
proceed  to  the  cronycles  of  Englonde,  for  the 
•which e  namely  this  boke  is  made .  Then  fol¬ 
lows  : 


Incipit  regnum  Britarde  nunc  dtdl  Anglia . 


Here  this  Writer  fee  ms  to  have  had  the  Affi- 
ftance  of  one  of  our  MS.  Englijh  Chronicles 
(the  fame  that  Caxton  printed,  if  he  did  not 
print  from  that)  from  whofe  Senfe  he  no  wife 
varies,  though  the  language  and  expreftions 
are  not  always  juft  alike.  Thus  they  both 
begin : 


MS,  Chronicle, 

Here  may  a  man  hur 
how  Engelonde  was 
fyrft  callede  Albyon 

and  aftir  who  hit  hadde 

* 

that  name. 

*  %  •, v  * 

In  the  noble  londe  of 
Syrrie  ther  was  a  noble 

king, 


Frudlus  temporum,  &c. 
ed.  1515. 

Ij[  Afore  that  I  wyll 
fpeke  of  Brute  it  Jhall 
be  Jhewid  howe  the  londe 
of  Englonde  was  firft 
named  Albyon  and  by 
what  enchejon  it  was  Jo 
named. 

Of  the  noble  londe  of 
Sirrie  ther  was  a  r\ 

kynge 
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king,  a  ftronge  man 
and  a  mighty  af  body 
and  af  grete  name  that 
men  callid  Diocletian 
thac  wel  and  worthely 
governed  him  through 
his  gode  chiualry.  Soo 
that— — % 


kynge  and  myghty  and 
a  man  of  grete  renowns 
that  was  callede  Diocle - 
Jyan  that  wel  and  wor¬ 
thely  him  governed  and 
ruled  through  his  noble 
chiualry.  Soo  that  — * 


Ci  Explicit  prime  pars. 


Here  begynneth  now  how  Brute  was  goten„ 
and  how  he  lie  we  fir  if  his  moder,  and  after  his 
father,  and  how  he  conquered  Albyon  that  after 
he  named  Brytayne  after  his  owne  name  that 
now  is  cal  1yd  Englonde  after  the  name  of  Engifi 
of  Saxonie.  f  This  Brute  came  into  Brytayne 
about  the  18th  yere  of  Heley.  That  is,  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  Writer’s  Computation,  in  the 
Year  of  the  World  4025,  and  before  the  Birth 
of  Chrijl ,  j  1 14. 

f  Here  begynneth  the  fourth  aege  durynge 
to  the  transfyguracion.  In  this  part  the  Jewith 
Hilfory  is  mixed  with  that  of  Britaine  to  the 
Year  of  the  World  4600.  Then  begins  the 
fifth  age  of  the  worlde  d,urynge  to  the  a  Nad- 
vitie  of  Chrifie:  In  which  is  intermixed  the 
Hifto  rie  of  the  Jews ,  Perfians ,  Romans,  Greeks , 
Britains  and  Egyptians.  Next  begins  the  fixth 


a  Chriftus  natus  eft  ex  Virgins  Maria  Anno  Mundi  5193.  The 
vulgar  Year  of  Chrifl  is  reckoned  to  be  in  the  Year  of  the  World 
4010.  and  of  the  Jul.  Per.  4714.  by  others  4001.  and  of  the 
Julian  Period  4710,  Bedford's  Scripture  Chronology,  p.  746,, 
j  Btrauchius.  fays  in  the  Year  of  the  Julian  Period  4714-  Brevia- 
\  rium  Chrono.  p  369,.  Nick*  Mm,  4707.  Qf  the  trw'Ymr  0 f  ibt 
Birth  f  Chrift,  f  .  22* 
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age  at  Cry  ftp  Natyvyte,  which  is  here  placed 
in  the  Year  of  the  World  5193,  and  dures  to 
the  final  jugement  havynge  yeres  as  God  knoweth. 
In  this  part  is  given  an  account  of  the  Ordre  of 
Popes  of  Rome,  with  whom,  it  is  here  fa  id, 
God  lejte  his  power,  and  of  the  fucceffion  and 
a<5tes  of  the  Rings  of  Rritaine  to  about  the 
Year  of  Chrifl  449.  Then  begyns  the  fyfthe 
part  of  the  Book  durynge  from  the  coming  of 
the  Saxons  to  that  of  the  Danes  about  the 
Year  of  our  Lord  449.  Then  follows  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Roman  Emperors  and  Popes ;  a 
Note,  that  Englond  was  longe  time  cridened 
afore  France  j  and  fome  account  of  Mahomet. 
Then  comes  the  Hi  dory  of  the  Danifio  and 
Norman  Princes  with  that  of  the  Popes  of 
Rome  intermixed  with  it.  Wyllyam  badard, 
Duke  of  Normandy ,  is  here  fa  id,  agreeable  to 
the  common  account,  to  come  into  Englonde, 
A.  D.  1066.  After  the  Hidory  of  his  Reign 
follows  that  of  the  Popes,  which  is  the  method 
ufed  in  the  remaining  part  of  this  book.  The 
chronicles  of  England  end  with  the  Coronation 
of  K.  Edward  IV.  1460.  After  this  follows 
fome  account  of  Pope  Calixtus  III,  of  his  be¬ 
ing  chofen  1455  >  an(^  a  Note  of  the  increafe 
of  Printers  1457 ;  and  fome  account  of  Pope 
Fitis  II,  who  is  here  faid  to  have  been  chofen 
J458. 

All  th  is  plainly  relates  to  the  reign  of  K. 
Henry  VI.  But  then  follows  an  account  of 
Paul  II-  Ponies  a  Venetian  being  Pope,  and  chofen 
1464:  of  Leodium  the  londe  of  luke  being  op- 
prelfed,  and  in  the  Year  1468.  utterly  dedroyed 
-  by  Charles  duke  of  Burgundy.  Laftly,  of  Pope 
Xfjius.  Sixtus  IV  a  Johannes  and  a  frere  minor/  who 

was 
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was  chofen  1471.  and  called  FranciJ'cus  de 
Sanona  *.  ‘  He,  for  an  armye  to  be  made  agenfi  *  Sawn* 

*  the  Turke,  gave  grete  Indulgences  of  pardon 
f  of  the  trefori  of  the  chyrche  unto  all  cryften 

*  reames,  that  he  royght  ordeyne  fome  trefore 
‘  to  wichflande  the  mysbeleved  Turke.  And  in 

*  the  londe  of  Englonde,  John  abbot  of  Abyng «• 

‘  don  was  the  Pope’s  legate  to  dyfpofe  this 
‘  goodli  treafoure  of  the  chyrche  to  every  feyth- 
‘  ful  man  that  was  difpofed,  and  that  wolde  able 

‘  hym  to  recevve  it.  ’  He  died  of  Grief  and  Onupbrhn 
the  Gout,  A.  D.  1484  b.  vitis 

Three  Years  after,  i486,  was  printed  here  n  4‘ 
the  following  Book  thus  entituled  ; 


*  The  lynage  of  Coot  Armuris,  and  how  Annates 
gentylmen  dial  be  known  from  ungentil men, 
the  blafyn  of  almaner  armys  in  Latyn, 


‘  Frenfhe  and  Englyfhe  :  the  bokes  of  hawk- 
i  yn g  and  huntyng  with  othir  plefuris  diverfe, 
‘  tranflatyc  and  compylt  togedyr  at  feynt 
e  Albons  i486,  fol,  ’  At  the  end  is  this  co¬ 
lophon. 


c  Here  in  thys  boke  afore  are  contenyt  the 
bokys  of  haukyng  and  huntyng  with  othir 
plelurys  dyuerfe,  as  in  the  boke  apperis,  and 
alfo  of  coot  armuris  a  nobull  werke.  And  here 
nowe  endith  the  boke  of  blafyng  of  armys 
tranflatyc  and  compylyt  togedyr  at  feynt  Albons 


b  This  Teems  to  confirm  what  I  before  intimated,  that  the  Coin 
leftor,  tho’  he  lived  to  finifh  the  FruSlus  Temporum,  yet  died  before, 
he  could  compile  the  Hiilory  of  K.  Edward' s  Reign. 

c  Another  Edition  of  this  Book  was  printed  by  de  Word ?  at 
\VeJlmejhe,  A.  D.  1396. 
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the  yere  from  thyncarnacyon  of  oure  Lord* 
Jhu  Crift  MCCCCLXXXVI. 

1 

Hie  finis  diuforum  pergenerofis  vaide  milium 

ut  intuentibus  patebit. 


S 


San&us  Albanus. 

It  is  obferved  of  the  Books  printed  at  this 
Prefs,  and  particularly  of  this  laft,  that  they 
are  printed  with  a  Letter  much  refembl  ing 
-that  ufed  by  Mr.  Caxton  in  his  firft  Works. 
From  whence  it  has  been  fuppofed,  that  he 
and  this  learned  Collector  of  foreign  Hiftory, 
&c.  were  acquainted,  and,  that  Mr.  Caxton 
taught  him  his  Art  of  Printing,  and  furnifh- 
ed  him  with  a  Prefs  and  Types  to  print  at 
St.  Albans. 

J.  D.  About  the  fame  time  that  the  above-men- 
5481-  tioned  Printing-Prefs  was  let  up  at  St.  Albans , 
there  leems  to  have  been  two  more  in  the  City 
of  London  by  John  Lettou  or  Letton,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  de  Machlinia ,  who  by  their  Names  Ihould 
be  Germans.  They  printed  together  and  a-part. 
Of  the  Books  printed  by  them  we  have  the 
three  following  preferved : 

1.  'Jacobus  de  Valencia  in  Pfalterium.— — - 
excuf.  incivitate  Londonienfi  ad  expenfas  Wil¬ 
helm  i  Wilcock  per  me  Johannem  Lettou 
McccclxxxI.  fol. 

^  r  ~  V  ^  9 

2.  Spe- 
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2.  Speculum  Chrijliani  - - Iftelibellus  im- 

preftus  eft  in  opulentiffima  civitate  Londoni- 
arum  per  Willelmum  de  Machlinia,  ad  in- 
ftanciam  nec  non  expenfas  Henrici  Uranken- 
bergh  mercatoris:  Without  any  Date,  or  Name 
of  Place. 

3.  Littleton  %  Tenures.- - At  the  End  of 

the  Book  is  printed  this  Colophon. 

5[-  Expliciut  Tenores  nouelli  Itnpfll  p  nos 
Johez  lettou  &  Willz  de  machlinia  in  Citate 
Londoniare  juxta  ecc’az  oim  Scorze. 

Of  this  Book  Sir  William  Dugdale  has  given  Orig.jur. 
the  following  wrong  and  inaccurate  account : 

‘  Littleton’^  tenures,  compiled  by  Phomas 
4  Littleton ,  one  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Com- 
4  mon-Plees  [it  fhould  be  of  the  King’s-BenchJ 
4  Temp.  Edw.  IV.  wherin  he  had  great  furthe- 
4  ranee  from  Sir  John  Prij'ot,  Lord  chief  juftice 
4  of  the  fame  Court  [the  Court  of  King’s- 
4  Bench]  Temp.  Hen.  VI,  Impr.  Rhothomagi 
4  per  Rich.  Pynfon,  Temp.  Hen.  VIII.  Nec  non 
4  Temp,  ejufdem  Regis  H .  8.  in  Civitate  Londo- 
4  niarum  juxta  Ecclefiatn  Omnium  Smdlorum 
*  per  yohannem  Let  tow  et  Will,  de  Machlinia , 

4  in  folio. 5  It  appears  by  this  Book  of  Sir 
William's ,  that  one  John  Latton  was  Autumn 
Reader  of  the  Inner-Temple  36  and  17  Hen. 

VIII.  double  Reader  in  Lent  24  Hen.  VIU.  and 
T reafurer  of  the  fame  Society  26  Hen.  VIII. 

From  hence  it  has  been  guefled,  that  he  and 
our  Printer  were  the  fame  Perfon,  or  rather, 
that  Lettou  or  Letton  was  not  a  Printer,  but  an 
eminent  Lawyer  who  procured  de  Machlinia  to 

E  4  puny 
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ptint  this  learned  and  ufeful  Law-Book.  But 
the  gieat  Objection  feems  to  be,  that  Lettou  is 
named  by  himfelf  as  the  Printer  of  ‘Jacobus  de 
P alemia  in  Plalterium,  and,  that  it  was  then 
cuftomary,  when  any  Book  was  printed  at  the 
Rcqueft  ol  any  particular  Per  Son,  for  the  Prin¬ 
ter  to  intimate,  that  it  was  fo  printed  ;  as  we 
lee  both  thefe  Printers  did.  However  this  be, 
thele  two  Printers  tell  us  that  they  printed 
near  All-hallows  Church  in  London  ;  but  there 
are  fo  many  Churches  in  that  City  of  this 
Name,  that  one  cannot  now  determine  from 
lienee  whereabouts  their  Preffes  were.  How¬ 
ever  it  is  observed,  that  the  Letter  ufed  by  thele 
ivvo  Printers  is  a  very  coarfe  Gothic  one,  and 
rnoie  rude  than  Caxton’ %  ;  and,  that  by  this  it 
fhould  leero,  that  they  both  came  from  Mentz , 
or  were  Some  of  the  iirff  Printers  who  were  not 
quite  Mailers  of  their  Art. 

After  So  long  a  Digrefiion,  to  give  what  Ac¬ 
count  I  could  of  thefe  new  Printing-  PrclTes  at 
St,  A. bans  and  London ,  it  may  be  thought,  per¬ 
haps,  high  Time  I  fhould  return  to  Mr.  Caxton, 
whom  we  left  following  his  Bufinefs  of  Print¬ 
ing  with  his  ufual  Application  in  the  Abby  of 
W eft  min  ft  er .  In  1481.  then  he  printed  a  Book 
called  Godfrey  of  Bologne,  or  the  laft  Siege  and 
Conqueft  of  Jeruj'alem,  with  many  Hiftories 
therein  comprifed,  Fol.  of  which  fome  Notice 
has  been  taken  berore.  This,  Mr.  Caxton  tells 
us,  was  tranflated  and  reduced  by  him  out  of 
Frenjhe  into  Englifhe  in  thabbaye  of  Wefhmftre , 
to  tbende,  teat  every  crijlen  man  may  be  the 
better  encoraged  t  enter prife  war  re  for  the  de- 
jenJe  of  crijlendomet  and  to  recover  the  [aid  cyte 

'  a  ■  v  ■  '  r* 
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df  Jerufalem. — —  and  d  prefented  by  him  unto 
the  moofle  criften  Kynge  Edw.  I  III.  and  ‘  that  it 
*  was  begun  the  12th  of  Marche,  fynyfhed  the 
‘  7th  day  of  fuyn  and  enprynted  the  20th  of 
‘  Novembre  21  yere  of  Edw.  1111/  The  crony- 
cles  of  England  printed  by  Mr.  Caxton  give  us 
the  following  general  Account  of  this  Expe¬ 
dition,  viz.  4  That  in  the  yere  1061.  Gregory 
4  VII.  called  a  counfeyll  at  Turon  for  the  holy 
4  londe  to  be  wonne  agen,  and  pryvokid  the 
4  peple  to  that  matere, — — and  it  was  fayd  and 
1  beleved,  that  two  hundred  thoufand  cryften 
‘  men  went  to  that  journey.  For  there  vvente 
‘  of  dates  olde  men  and  yonge,  and  alfo  ryche 
‘  and  poore,  and  no  man  compellyd  theym. 

4  And  this  paffage  was  made  by  the  vyfyon  of 
f  our  ladie.  And  the  prynces  of  this  people 
‘  were  dyuerfe.  One  was  Godfroye  de  Boloyne, 

4  a  full  nobleman  of  all  the  wo  ride,  and  a  ver- 
4  tuous  man.  And  another  was  Beemonde  the 
4  duke  of  Naples :  And  the  thyrde  was  Hughe 
4  the  Kynge’s  brother  of  Fr ounce ,  and  many 
4  other,  the  whiche  dyde  full  nobly  for  the 
4  fayth  of  god.  And  it  were  to  long  in  this 
4  boke  to  reherce  the  glorious  a  dies  that  they 
4  dyde.  ’ 

This  fame  Year  Mr.  Caxton  is  fa  id  to  have  A.  n. 
printed  thyjlorye  of  Reynard  or  Reynart  the  Fox,  H81* 
4to.  of  which  the  late  Mr.  Hearne  of  Oxford 
gave  this  Charadler,  That  it  is  an  admirable 
Thing,  and  the  Defign  very  good,  viz.  to  re- 
prefent  a  wife  and  polite  Government.  In  the 
firlt  Page  of  it  is  Mr.  Caxton  ’s  Cipher  ty 


d  Godfrey  of  Rulloigne  of  the  Siege  and 
*  being  King  Edward  the  IVth’s  Book, 
P*  275. 


Conqueft  of  J erufalem 
)  Bihdioth,  Smithiana , 

x 
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Caxton  gives  the  following  Account  of  it,  and 
his  printing  it :  1  Wherin,  lays  he,  ben  wreton 

*  the  Parable  of  good  Leryng— — -for  an  ex- 
8  ample  to  the  peple,  &c.  For  I  have  not  added 

*  ne  mynylhed  but  have  followed  as  nigh  as  I  can. 

*  my  copy  whiche  was  in  Dutche,  and  by  me 

*  Wyllyam  Caxton  tranflated  into  this  rude  and 

*  fymple  Englyfhe  in  the  Abbaye  of  Weftmeftre 
4  the  vith  day  of  Juyn  in  the  Yere  of  our  Lord 
4  mccccixxxi.  and  in  the  xxi  yere  of  the  reigne 

*  of  kynge  Edward  the  iiiith.  ’ 

xiith  Day  In  Augujl  this  Year  M r.  Caxton  likewife  en- 
printed  into  Englifh,  as  he  exprefled  himfelf, 

"  Tully  of  old  age.  This,  he  tells  us,  £  was  tran- 
■  flated,  and  thyftoryes  openly  declared  by 
4  thordenaunce  and  defire  of  the  noble  auncienc 
4  knight  Sir  Johan  Faldftoff  of  the  Countee  of 

*  Norfolk  bannerette,  lyvynge  thage  of  four- 
4  fcore  yeres,  endurynge  the  fayte  of  armes 

*  hauntyng.  And  in  admynyftryng  juftice  and 
4  politique  governaunce  under  thre  kynges, 
4  that  is  to  wete  Henry  the  fourthe,  Henry  the 

*  fyfthe,  and  Henry  the  fyxthe ;  And  was  go- 

*  vernour  of  the  duchye  of  Angeou  and  the 

*  countee  of  Mayne  j  Capytayne  of  many 
4  townys,  caftellys  and  fortreffys  in  the  fayd 
4  Royame  of  France ,  havyng  the  charge  and 
4  faufgarde  of  them  dyuerfe  yeres ;  occupyeng 
4  and  rewlynge  thre  hundred  fperes,  and  the 
‘  bowes  accuftomed  thenne,  and  yeldyng  good 
4  accompt  of  the  forfayd  townes,  caftellys  and 

*  fortrefleys  to  the  feyd  kynges,  and  to  theyr 
4  lyeutenauntes,  prynces  of  noble  recommen- 

*  dation,  as  Johan  regent  of  Fraunce  due  of 
4  Bedford,  Thomas  due  of  Exceftre ,  Thomas 
*duc  of  Clarence \  and  other  lyeutenents.  * 

In 
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In  1459  this  §reat  man  was  fieze<^  with  an  Regiprof 
bedtic  fever  and  afthma,  under  which  he  ffdcr 
boured  for  148  days  till  S.  Leonard's  feaft,  No-  Gartery 
member  6,  when  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  Vo1- Ir* 
Abby  of  St.  Bennet  of  Hulme  in  Norwich.  \ 4°’ 

Our  Antiquary  Leland  obferved,  that  the De  fcrip- 
Tranilator  of  this  difcourfe  is  not  here  named 
by  Mr.  Caxton.  But  a  later  writer  tells  us  of  a  j drifter  of 
Memorial  of  Wyllyam  de  Wyrceftre  alias  Bo- the  Order 
taner  which  he  has  entred  againft  the  Year  efthe 

c?  barter 

1473,  by  which  it  appears,  that  he  tranflated  vol.  II. 
this  book.  To  this  purpofe  is  the  Memoran¬ 
dum  in  Latin :  The  20th  day  of  Auguft  I  pre- 
J'ented  to  Wyllyam  Waynflete  Bijhop  of  Win- 
chefter  the  book  of  Tully  of  old  Aget  tranflated 
by  me  into  Englijh.  This  Wyllyam  Wyrceftre 
was  an  antiquary  and  phifician,  from  whence, 
perhaps,  he  had  the  name  of  Botaner  or  Her¬ 
bal  iff,  and  an  Aflronomer  of  great  abilities  for 
the  age  he  lived  in.  He  was  born  in  the  City 
of  e  Briflol,  Anno  1415.  and fometyme  feruaunte 
and  Jbget  withe  his  reuerent  m after  John  Faftolf 
Chevalier  and  exercifed  in  the  werres  contynuelly 
above  44  yeres:  and  in  fo  grete  favour  with  Sir 
John,  that  he  left  him  one  of  the  Executors  of 
his  laft  Will.  He  wrote  a  particular  treatife 
containing  Memoirs  of  Sir  John's  Life  and 
Adtions,  which  he  entituled  f  ASla  Domini 

Johannis 


e  In  the  MS.  Library  of  Bennet  ColL  Is  a  MS*  thus  entituled,, 
Itinerarium  Will.  Worceter  de  Erilioll  ad  Monism  S.  Michaelis  in 
. An-Chrijii ,  1478. 

f  In  fome  imperfect  Memorandums  printed  by  T.  Hearne ,  and 
called  by  him  William  Wyrceftre' s  Annals  of  Englifh  affairs  are 
only  thefe  two  concerning  Sir  John  Fa/lolff.  That  in  the  fixth  and 
feventh  Years  of  Henry  4*  when  Thomas,  the  King’s  fecond  ion 
who  was  afterward  Duke  of  Clarence  was  made  Lieutenent  of 

Ireland \ 
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Johannis  Faftolf,  but  whether  in  Englifh  or 
Latin  is  altogether  uncertain.  But  however, 
this  englifh  tranflation  of  this  book  of  Tally's 
printed  by  Caxton,  by  whomfoever  made,  is 
not  from  the  original  Latin,  but,  as  Mr.  Caxton 
informs  us,  from  the  Frenfhe  by  Laurence  de 
pnmo  faBo  at  the  commaundemente  of  the 
noble  Prince  Lewis  due  of  Bourbon.  M r.  Caxton 
adds,  ‘  That  this  book,  thus  reduced  into  eng- 

*  lifh,  was  with  grete  inftaunce,  laboure  and 

*  cofte  comen  into  his  honde,  and,  that  he  ad- 
4  vyfediy  had  feen  over,  redde,  and  confidered 

*  the  noble,  honefte  and  vertuous  mater  neceffa- 

*  rily  requifite  unto  men  flepte  in  age,  and  to 

*  yonge  men  for  to  lerne  how  they  ought  to 

*  come  to  the  lame,  to  which  every  man  na- 

*  turelly  defyreth  to  atteyne.  ’ 

With  this  Book  of  Tally’s  of  Old  Age  Mr.  Cax¬ 
ton  printed  another  of  the  fame  Orator’s  of 
Friendjhip.  For  this  he  gave  the  following  Rea- 
fon,  *  bycaufe  ther  cannot  be  annexed  to  olde  age 

*  a  better  thynge  than  good  and  very  friendfhip. 

*  This  book  therfore  he  put  in  print,  to  thentenr, 

*  that  veray  amyte  and  frendfhip  may  be  had  as 

*  it  ought  to  be  in  every  flare  and  degree  and 
4  vertue,  without  which  frendfhip  may  not  be 
‘  had,  may  be  encreafed,  and  vices  efehewid.' 
This  book,  Mr.  Caxton  tells  us,  was  ‘  tranflated 
4  into  our  maternal  englifh  by  the  vertuous  and 
‘  noble  lord  Typtoft  therle  of  JVorce/ler  which 

*  Know-  4  *n  ^ls  ^me  flowred  in  vertue  and  cunning 
ledge.  { to  whom  he  knew  none  like  emonge  the  lordes 

*  of  the  temporalitie  in  fcience  and  moral  virtue, 

Ireland ,  John  Fafioljf,  who  was  then  only  an  Efquire  was  continu¬ 
ally  with  him  :  And  that  1459,  tIle  King  kept  his  Chriftmas  at 
Leycefier,  and  James  Ormund  Earl  of  Wilts  was  during  the  faid 
feftival  at  John  FaJlol{f‘s  houfe  in  SoutFvjeri. 
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<  and  which  late  pytoufly  loft  his  lyfe.  ’  For 
being  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  under  the  Duke  of 
Clarence  King  Edward’s  Brother,  and  failing 
into  the  Hands  of  the  oppofite  Party  during, 
the  fhort  Reftoration  of  King  Henry  VI.  Ad¬ 
vantage  was  taken  of  that  Opportunity,  and  he 
accufed  of  exercifing  in  Ireland  more  extreme 
Cruelty  than  princely  Pity,  or  charitable  Com¬ 
panion,  and  in  efpecial  on  two  enf antes  being 
J'onnes  to  the  erle  of  Defmond,  and  atteinted for 
treafon  and  beheaded:  Tho”  the  Hiftorian,  who 
gives  this  Account  of  him,  intimates  there  was 
a  ftrong  Sufpicion,  that  this  fevere  Ufage  of 
this  noble  and  worthy  Lord  proceeded  from 
tnalyce  againjl  him  conceyved,  or,  that  he  fell  a 
Sacrifice  to  party  Anger  and  Revenge. 

With  thefe  two  Books  of  Tally's  were  printed, 
by  Mr.  Caxton,  two  very  elegant  Orations  of 
E  Banatufius  Magnomont  anus ,  fuppofed  to  be 
fpaken  by  Cornelius  Scipio  and  Cains  Flaminius, 
who  were  Rivals  in  the  Courtfhip  of  Lucretiat 
the  Daughter  of  Fulvius :  The  Defign  or  Argu¬ 
ment  of  which,  is  to  (hew  wherin  honoure 
Jhoulde  rejle  or  confift.  Thefe  Orations,  Mr. 
Caxton  tells  us,  were  like  wife  tranflated  by  the 
right  vertuous  and  noble  therle  of  Worcefler,  in 
whofe  Praife  he  thus'  farther  enlarges :  ‘  His 
‘  foule,  fays  he,  I  recommende  unto  your  fpe- 
‘  cial  prayers,  who  alfo  in  his  tyme  made  many 
‘  other  vertuous  werkys  which  I  have  heard  o* 
*  O  good  bleflyd  Lord  GOD!  what  great  Ioffe 
‘  was  it  of  that  noble,  vertuous  and  wel  difpo- 
‘  fed  lord  ?  when  I  remembre  and  advertyfe 
‘  his  lyf,  his  fcience  and  his  vertue,  rnethynketh, 

8  J.  Leiand,  Comm,  de  Script,  Britann,  p  48. 


/ 
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*  god  not  difplefed,  over  grete  a  Ioffe  of  fuche 

*  a  man,  confideryng  his  eftate  and  conning, 

*  and  alfo  thexercife  of  the  fame,  with  the  grete 
c  laboures  in  gooyng  on  pylgremage  unto  Jhe- 

*  rufalem,  vyfytyng  there  the  holy  Places  that 
®  oure  bleffyd  Lord  JheJ'u  Crijie  halowed  with 

*  his  bleffyd  prefence,  and  (hedyng  there  his 

*  precious  blood  for  our  redempcion,  And  from 
‘  thens  afcended  unto  His  Fader  in  heuen.  And 

*  what  worfhip  had  he  at h  Rome  in  the  1  prefence 

*  of  our  holy  fader  the  Pope  ?  and  fo  in  alle 

*  other  Places  unto  his  deth.  At  which  deth 

*  every  man  that  was  there  might  lerne  to  die, 

*  and  take  his  deth  patiently,  wherin  I  hope  and 
‘  doubt  not  but,  that  G£)  D  receyved  his  foule 

*  into  his  everlaftyng  blyffe.  For,  as  I  am  en- 

*  formed,  he  ryght  advyfedly  ordeyned  alle  his 

*  thynges,  as  well  for  his  laft  Will  of  worldely 

*  goodes,  as  for  his  foule’s  helthe,  and  pacyent- 

*  ly  and  holyly  without  grudchynge  in  charite 
f  Before,  <  *  to  fore  that  he  departed  out  of  this  worlde, 

*  which  is  gladfome  and  joyous  to  here.’  Of 
this  Tranflation  of  thefe  two  Orations,  made  by 
this  noble  Lord,  Lcland  obferved,  That  ‘  it 
‘  was  fo  terfe,  neat  and  fignificant,  that  it  might 
«  well  be  doubted  whether  the  Author  of  them 

*  wrote>  or  he  tranjlated  with  greater  Grace.' 
Mr.  Caxion  adds,  That  ‘  this  lytil  Volume,  a 

h  Nullus  per  aliquot  fecula  nobilitate  infignis  hofpes  urbi  [Rom&] 
gratior  erat  Tipetoto :  Cujus  humanitas,  candor,  fplendor  etiam  et 
tacundia  Ciceroniana  ilia  Romanorum  omnium  cum  oculos,  turn 
mentes  ita  occupabant  et  poffidebant  quoque,  ut  caslitus  ilium  eo 
demiflum,  tanquam  Numen,  non  xaodo  crederent,  verum  etiam 
colerent.  J .  L  eland,  ibid. 

i  Affirmat  Phreas  Ptum  II'n  Pontifkera,  audita  ejus  oratione 
longe  difertiffima,  qua  fe  totum  illi  et  purpuratorum  choro  patrum 
concredidit,  pres  gaudio  quod  inde  acceperat*  plane  incredibili, 
Jickrymas  fudiffe,  J*  Island,  ibid* 

€  torn 
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« thin  4°,  he  had  empryfed  temprynre  under 

*  the  Umbre  and  fhadowe  of  the  noble  protec- 
«  cion  of  oure  mooft  dradde  foverayn  and  mooft 

*  criften  kyng  Edward  the  fourthe,  to  whom 
‘  he  mooft  humbly  byfought  to  receyve  the  fayd 
‘  book  of  him  William  Caxton  his  moft  humble 
‘  fuget  and  litil  fervant,  and  not  to  difdayne  to 

*  take  it  of  him  fo  poure,  ignoraunt  and  fimple 

*  a  perfone.8 

The  next  Year  we  find  Mr.  Caxton  employ’d  D- 
in  printing  a  celebrated  Book,  and  often  quoted  I48z' 
by  our  ancient  Writers,  entitled  Polychronicon. 

This  was  the  Work  of  one  k  Ranulph  Higden , 
or  Hikeden ,  commonly  called  Ralph  Chejler ,  an 
Engli/h  Benedidtine  Monk  of  the  Monaftery  of 
St.  W er  burgh’s  in  Chefter,  about  the  Y ear  1357, 
in  which  he  ends  his  Collection.  He  is  fuppo- 
fed  to  have  been  beholden,  for  a  great  Part  of  it, 
to  a  Monk  of  the  fame  Houfe,  one 1  Roger,  who  Engtijb 
lived  about  A.  D.  1330,  and  wrote  a  large  Ac- fifor- 
count  of  the  Affairs  of  this  Nation,  which  he  1  rary' 
entitled,  Polycratica  temporum,  and  began  it 
with  the  coming  in  of  the  Romans,  others  fay 
the  Beginning  of  the  World,  arid  continued  it 
to  the  Year  1329.  At  the  Command  of  Thomas 

k  Ranulfus  Higden  Monachus-  Cefirenfis,  Senpflt  varii  generis 
variarum  que  gentium  hiltoriam  mieptem  libris,  orfus  a  Mundi 
origine,  eamque  texens  ad  annum  Chriili  1363.  quo  obijt,  quam 
Polychronicon  appellant  nobile  opus.  J.  Jofceline,  Cata.  Hiftori. 

1  Rogerus  Cejlrienjis  Polycratica  temporum  aedidit,  Opus  elegans 
ac  rotundum  a  Mundi  initio  ufque  ad  annum  Domini  1327.  quod 
incipit  ;  Intraho  in  agros  prifcorum  fuhfeq .  Compofiiit  etiam  addi* 
tiones  quindecim  annorum  quae  incipiunt,  feptimo  anno  Regis  Ed- 
wardi  II1,  Polycraticorum  verb  primus  liber  poll  prsefationem  in- 
cipit  y  Julius  Caefar  divinis  humanifque  rebus ,  Claruit  hie 

Ceftrius ,  Anno  a  Chridi  nativitate  339  quo  ultimum  opus  finirit  fub 
E  dwardo  III0.  Id  an. 


Lord 
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Lord  Barkley ,  was  a  m  Part  of  this  Chronibfe 
tranflated  into  Englijh  by  his  Chaplain  John 
Previfa,  a  Cornijhman  by  Birth,  and  Vicar  of 
B  arc  ley  e  in  Gloucefterfhire,  where  my  Lord 
dwelt.  His  Tranflation  begins  with  ‘  Julius 
4  CeJ'ar,  by  counfell  of  the  Senators  of  Rome, 

*  ordeynyng  wife  men  and  ready  to  meafure  and 
‘  defcribe  all  the  worlde  about/  This  Book 
Mr.  Caxton  now  undertook  to  put  in  print,  and 
added  a  Continuation  of  it  to  1460,  collected 
by  himfelf ;  which  was  finifhed  by  him  at  the 
Prefs  the  2d  of  Juyll  1482,  in  the  22d  of  Ed¬ 
ward  IV,  or  the  Safi  Year  of  his  Reign.  In  an 
Epilogue  printed  by  him  at  the  End  of  this 
Book,  he  gives  the  following  Account  of  it, 
and  of  the  Reafons  which  induced  him  to 
print  it. 

‘  Thus,  faith  he,  endeth  the  boke  namyd  Po- 
4  li crony  con  made  and  compyled  by  Ranulph 

*  Monke  of  Chejlre ,  which  ordeyned  it  in  La- 
4  tyn,  and  att  requeft  of  the  ryght  worfhipful 
4  lorde  C1  homas  lorde  of  Berkley  it  was  tranfla- 
4  ted  into  Englifhe  by  one  Previfa  thenne  Vy- 
4  carve  of  the  Paryfhe  of  Berkley.  And  foraf- 
4  moche  as  fythe  the  accomplifhmente  of  this 
4  fayd  boke  made  by  the  fayd  Ranulph  ended 
4  the  yere  of  oure  lorde  a  thOufand  thre  hundred 

*  VII.  4  fyfty  and  *  vm,  many  thvnges  have  fa  lie 
4  whiche  ben  requyfyte  to  be  added  to  this 
4  worke ;  bycaufe  mennes  wytte  in  this  time 
4  ben  oblyvious  and  lyghtly  forgetynge  many 

m  What  Higden  wrote  relating  to  the  Times  of  the  Brit  aim  and 
Saxons  was  not  tranflated  by  *Fre*uifa.  It  was  publifhed  by  Dr. 
Gale  in  Latin  at  Oxford  1691.  but  from  a  MS.  which  is  not  the 
bdL  Engl  if  Hifior.  Library . 

'*  ■  thynges 
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*  thynges  *  digne  to  be  putte  in  memory  ;  and*  worthy* 

*  alfo  there  cannot  be  founde  in  thife  dayes  but 

*  fewe  that  wryte  in  theyr  regyftres  fuche 

*  thynges  as  dayiy  happe  and  fall ;  therfore  I 

*  Wyllyam  Caxton  a  fymple  perfone,  have  en- 

*  devoyred  me  to  wrytte  firft  over  al  the  fayd 

*  booke  of  Polychronycon  and  fomewhat  have 

*  chaunged  the  rude  and  olde  englifsh,  that  is 

*  to  wryte  certayn  wordes  which  in  thife  dayes 

*  ben  nother  ufed  ne  underftonde  :  and  ferder- 

*  more  have  put  it  in  emprynte,  to  thende,  that 

*  it  may  be  hadde,  and  that  matters  therin  com- 

*  prifed  to  be  know.  For  the  boke  is  general!. 

*  touchyng  (hortly  many  notable  materes ;  And 
4  alfo  am  avyfed  to  make  a  nother  boke  after 
4  this  faid  werke,  whiche  {hall  be  fette  here  af- 


*  ter  the  fame,  and  {hall  have  his  chapitours 

*  and  hys  table  aparte.  For  I  dare  not  prefume 
4  to  fette  my  boke  ne  joyne  it  to  his  for  dyvers 

*  caufes.  One  is  for  as  moche  as  I  have  not,  ne 
1  can  gete  no  bokes  of  audforytee  treatynge  of 
4  fuche  Cronycles,  except  a  lytyl  boke  named 
4  Fafciculus  temporum,  and  another  called  Au- 
4  reus  de  univerfo,  in  whiche  bokes  I  fynde  right 

‘  lytyll  matere  *  fyth  the  fayd  time.  And  another*/*** 
4  caufe  is,  for  as  moche  as  my  rude  fympleneffe, 

4  and  ygnoraunte  makynge  ought  not  to  be  com- 
4  pared,  fette,  ne  joyned  to  his  boke.  Thenne  I 
4  fhalle  by  the  grace  of  god  fet  my  werke  after* 

4  a  parte,  for  to  accomplifh  the  yeres  fyth  that 
4  he  fynyfshed  his  boke  unto  the  yere  of  our 
4  l°rd  1460,  and  the  fyrjle  yere  of  the  regne  of 
4  Kynge  Edwarde  the  fourthe  which  amount  to 


*  an  hundred  and  thre  yere  1  ’  which  is  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Date  of  the  Conclufion  of  this 
Chronicle,  viz.  1357. 

F  One 
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One  cannot  well  help  obferving  here,  the 
great  Mcdefty  and  Humility  of  Mr.  Caxton , 
how  mean  an  Opinion  he  had  of  himielf  and  his 
Works,  and  with  what  Deference  and  Relped 
he  treated  others  and  their  learned  Laoours.  It 
is  likewife  obvious  to  remark  what  Mr.  Caxton 
fays  of  the  Alteration  of  the  Englij h  Language 
in  his  Time  ;  which  was  fo  great,  that  there 
were  many  Words  in  ‘Trevifa’ s  Tranilation  of 
the  Polychronicon,  which,  in  his  Days,  were 
neither  ufed  nor  underftood.  Now  it  was  but 
an  hundred  and  twenty  four  Years  iince  that 
Tranflation  was  made ;  whereas  Archbifhop 
Catai.  Parker  noted  it  as  very  flrange,  that  our  Lan- 
Lth.  m  guap-e  fhould  be  fo  changed  in  four  hundred 
Corf.  X'1  Years  from  his  time,  that  the  Manufcnpt  Book 
Cantab.  cf  the  Lives  of  the  Saints,  written  about  A.  D. 
1200,  in  old  Engltjh  Verfe,  now  in  Bennet 
College  Library,  was  fo  written,  that  People 
could  not  underftand  it.  This  feerns  owing  to 
the  generous  Endeavours  of  thofe  two  great 
Genius’s,  K  Chaucer  and  Gower ,  to  polifh  and 
improve  their  Mother-tongue.  However  this 
p ref. -to  be,  Mr.  Caxton  tells  us  elfewhere,  that  for  this 
Eneydos,  Liberty  taken  by  him  in  changing  the  old  and 
S49°'  obfolete  Language  of  the  ancient  Books  which 
he  printed,  he  was  varioufly  cenfured  and  re- 
fleded  on.  ‘  Some  gentlertien,  he  faid,  blamed 
«  him,  fayeng,  that  in  his  tranflacyons  he  had 
4  overcuryous  termes  whiche  coude  not  be  un- 
‘  derdande  of  comyn  peple,  and  defired  him  to 

3  He  was  a  great  mingler  of  Fnglijh  with  French 9  unto  which 
language,  by  like  for  that  he  was  defcended  of  French ,  or  rather 
Walton  race,  he  carried  a  great  affedlion.  Since  the  time  of  Chau - 
cer  more  Latin  and  French  hath  been  mingled  with  bur  tongue  than 
hit  out  of  it,  Verjhgan  reftitution,  SsV.  f.  222.  Ed.  SQ. 
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c  life  olde  and  homely  termes  in  his  tranflacy- 

*  ons.  As  he  fayn  wolde,  he  faid,  fatisfye  every 
« man  fo  to  doo  he  toke  an  olde  book  and  redde 

*  therin,  but  certaynly  thenglylhe  was  fo  rude 

*  and  broad,  that  he  coude  not  wele  under- 

*  ftande  it:  alio  the  lord  abbot  of  Weflmynfler  ded 

*  do  fhewe  to  him  late  certayn  evydences  wry- 

*  ton  in  olde  englyfshe  for  to  reduce  it  into  our 

*  englyfshe  then  ufid  :  but,  that  it  was  wreton 

*  in  fuch  wyfe,  that  it  was  more  lyke  to  b  duche 

*  then  englyfshe ,  fo  that  he  coude  not  reduce,  ne 

*  bryngeit  to  be  underftonden.  And  certainly, 

*  continued  he,  our  language  now  ufed  varyeth 

*  ferre  from  that  which  was  fpoken  whan  I  was 

*  borne.  For  we  Englyfshe  men  ben  borne  un- 

*  der  the  domynacyon  of  the  Mone  which  is  ne- 

*  ver  ftedfafte,  but  ever  waverynge,  wexing  one 

*  feafon,  and  waneth  and  dyfcreafeth  another 

*  feafon.  And  that  comyn  englyfshe  that  is  fpo- 

*  ken  in  one  Ihyre  varyeth  from  another.’  To 
explain  this  he  tells  the  following  Story  :  ‘  In, 

4  my  dayes,  faith  he,  happened,  that  certayn 

*  marchauntes  were  in  a  fhip  in  Tamyfe  for  to 

*  have  fayled  over  the  fee  into  Zeland,  and  for- 
‘  la  eke  of  wynde  thei  taried  atte  c  Forland ,  and 

*  wente  to  lande  for  to  refrefhe  them.  And 

*  one  of  them  named  Sheffelde  a  mercer,  cam 

5  into  an  hows  and  axed  for  mete,  and  fpecyal- 
‘  ly  he  axyd  after  eggys.  And  the  good  wyf  an- 


b  This  is  different  from  Vcrjlegan' s  Obfervation,  That  ‘  the  old 

*  French  and  old  Englijb  had  900  Years  ago?  or  A.  D.  700,  as  great 

*  affinitv  toapfhpr  nc  rmr  TsJnrrh^rn  an/d  CrmfKo^r,  T _ 


affinity  together  as  our  Northern  and  Southern  Englijb  have  at  this 
‘  day.’  Had  he  faid  the  old  Dutch  and  old  Englijb,  he  had  been 
Tighter. 

c  North  Foreland,  in  the  Ifle  of  Tenet,  where,  to  this  Day,  are 
.abundance  of  Saxon  Words  ufed.  See  the  Hijlcrj  of  this  If  and,  &c, 

1*757-  '"i  ' 
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‘  fwerede,  that  {he  coude  fpeak  no  Frenfhe* 

‘  And  the  marchaunt  was  angry,  for  he  alfo 

*  coude  fpeke  no  Frenjhe,  but  wolde  have  hadde 
8  egges,  and  (he  underftode  him  not.  And 

*  thenne,  at  laft,  another  fayd,  that  he  wolde 

*  have  d  eyren ,  then  the  good  wyf  fayd,  that  {he 
8  underftood  hym  wel.’  On  which  Mr.  Caxton 
made  this  Remark  ;  8  Loo  what  {hold  a  man  in 
8  thyfe  dayes  now  wryte,  egges,  or  eyren  $  cer- 
8  tainly  it  is  harde  to  playfe  every  man  bycaufe 

*  of  dyuerfite  and  chaunge  of  langage.  For  in 

*  thefe  dayes  euery  man  that  is  in  any  reputa- 

*  cyon  in  his  countre  wyll  utter  his  commyny- 
8  cacion  and  maters  in  fuche  maners  and  termes 
8  that  fewe  men  fhall  underftonde  theym.’  On 
the  other  hand,  Mr.  Caxton  informs  his  Readers, 

8  That  fome  honed  and  grete  clerkes  had  ben 
8  wyth  him  and  defy  red  him  to  wryte  the  mode 
8  curyous  terms  that  he  coude  fynde.  And  thus, 

8  (added  he)  bytwene  playn  rude,  and  curyous 

*  conjufed, ‘  I  ftande  *  abafshed.  But  in  my  judgmente  the 
outofcoun-i  comyn  termes  that  be  daily  ufed  ben  lyghter 

8  to  be  underftonde  than  the  olde  and  aun- 
8  cyent  englylhe.  He  therefore  concluded  for 
8  a  meane  bytwene  both,  and  to  reduce  and 
8  tranflate  into  our  englyfshe  not  over  rude  ne 
8  curyous,  but  in  fuch  terms  as  fliould  be  un- 
8  derilanden  by  goddys  grace  according  to  his 
8  copye.’ 

What  Mr.  Caxton  here  obferves  of  the  Scar¬ 
city  of  Materials  for  his  Defign  of  continuing 
the  Polychronicon,  &c.  {hews  how  little  Regard 
was  had,  at  that  Time,  to  the  Hiftory  of  this 
Kingdom.  But,  however  he  might  fail  . in  his 

4 

V  *  *  *  *  *  .  ** 

d  See  Sewers  Dictionary.  Y.  Ej, 
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Search  after  the  Reg i Hers  and  Chronicles  of 
thofe  Times,  fo  as  to  light  upon  only  the  two 
little  Books  which  he  mentions,  John  Stow ,  in 
his  Summary  of  the  Engli/h  Chronicles ,  refers  to 
feveral  others :  As  Robert  Avesbury,  Regiftrary 
of  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury's  Court, 
Thomas  de  la  More ,  John  Roufe ,  or  Roffe , 
Thomas  Walfingham,  fiohn  Tinmouth’s  Hilforia 
aurea,  &c.  Some  of  thefe  have  been  fince  prin¬ 
ted  ;  and  about  *  five  Years  ago  were  printed  *  1732. 
at  Oxford e  two  other  old  Writers  of  Engli/h 
Affairs,  who  continued  their  Hiflory  to  Ed¬ 
ward  the  IVth’s  Reign  ;  the  Period  chofen  by 
Mr.  Caxton .  But  feme  of  thefe  have  been  re- 
prefented  as  a  Sett  of  very  ordinary  Scriblers ; 
as  Otter  bourne ,  See,  The  f  two  little  Books 
which  Mr.  Caxton  mentions,  are  not,  fo  far  as 
I  can  find,  in  any  of  the  Catalogues  of  our  MS.  Englith 
Libraries,  However,  it  has  been  obferved,  that-^5™™ 
the  fifteenth  Century,  or  from  A.  D.  1400,  toLtbrary' 

■  1500,  was  one  of  the  mod  rude  and  illiterate 
Ages;  and,  that  therefore  we  are  not  to  look 
for  a  large  Harveft  of  Hiftorians  in  a  dearth  and 
fcarcity  of  Perfons  eminent  in  other  Parts  of 
Learning:  and,  particularly  of  the  Reign  of 
King  Edward  IV,  that  even  the  Favourers  of 
Juflice  and  his  Caufe  have  not  known  what 
Account  to  give  of  the  Times;  or  how  to  form 
a  regular  Hiflory  out  of  fuch  a  vaft  Heap  of 
Rubbifh  and  Confufion  ;  which,  perhaps,  was 


e  Duo  rerum  Anglicarum  feriptores  veteres,  viz.  Tbo.  Otter- 
bourne  et  Joan.  Wbethamjlerfe  ab  origine  gentis  Britannic®  ufquead 
Edwardum  IV.  2  Voi.  Oxonia  1732. 

t  Jofceline  mentions  one  entituled,  Manipulus  Chronicorum,  which 
he  laid  was  in  Aula  GunwillL  Mr.  Matt  air  e  has  given  us  Notice 
of  the  following  Book,  Fafciculus  temfiorum,  per  Joannem  Pryfs 
apno  dni  *487.  Argentine,  Fol. 

F  l  <hq 


The  Life  0/ William  Caxton. 

the  Reafon  why  Mr.  Caxton  did  not  care  t® 

meddle  with  it. 

In  the  MS.  of  Trevifas  Tranflation  of  the 
Pclychronicoti ,  he  gives  the  following  Account 
of  the  Time  when  he  ended.  it.  ‘  God  be 
4  thanked  of  all  his  dedes ;  this  tranflation  is 
8  ended  in  a  thurfday,  the  eyghtenthe  day  of 

*  avril 8  the  ye  re  of  our  lord  a  thoufand  thre 
«  hondred  fourfcore  and  fevene,  the  tenthe  yere 
«  of  King  Richard  the  fecond  after  the  conqueft 
4  of  Engelonde,  the  yere  of  my  lordes  age,  Sire 
8  Thomas  of  Berkly  that  made  me  make,  thys 

*  tranflation  five  and  thrytty.  ’  In  tranlcribing 
this,  Mr.  Caxton  wrote  and  printed  a  thoufand 
thre  hundred  fifty  and  f  even ,  the  one  and  thyrty 
yere  of  K>  Edward  the  thyrde  after  the  Conqueft. 
This  has  been  refleded  on  as  done  through  ei¬ 
ther  Ignorance  or  Defign.  One  would  think  it 
could  not  be  done  through  Ignorance  ;  and 
what  Advantage  it  could  be  to  Mr.  Caxton  to 
make  this  Alteration  defignedly,  I  cannot  fee. 
It  feems  as  if  he  thought  Trevifa ,  or  his  Ma- 
nufcript,  miftaken,  and  defigned  to  correct  it  5 
fince  the  Date  he  mentions  is  the  fame  with 
that  of  the  Con  cl  u  ft  on  of  the  P oly  chronic  on ,  or 
when  that  was  ended  ;  which  Mr.  Caxton  feems 
to  have  confounded  with  the  Time  of  Trevifas 
ending  his  Englifh  Tranflation  of  it.  However 
this  be,  next  after  it  is  the  Epilogue  before-men¬ 
tioned.  Then  follows,  $[  Incipit  liber  ultimusy 
to  which  is  prefix’d  this  fhort  Prologue,  or 
Preface. 

‘  Thenne  following  this  fore  wryten  boke  of 
4  P  oly  chronic  on  t  I  have  enterpryfed  to  prdeyne 

£  The  French  Word  for  JpriL 
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e  this  newe  booke  bi  the  fufferaunce  of  almighty 

*  god  to  contynue  the  fayd  werke  breyfly,  and 

*  to  fette  in  hiflory  all  thynges  fuche  as  X 

*  myght  gete  from  the  tyme  that  he  lefte,  That 

*  was  in  the  yere  of  cure  lorde  1357,  unto 

*  the  yere  of  our  faid  lorde  1460,  and  to  the 
*■  fyrfle  yere  of  the  regne  of  kynge  Edwarde 
4  the  four  the.’  This  new  Book  confifts  of  thir¬ 
ty  three  little  Chapters ;  and  is  thus  concluded  : 

*  And  here  I  make  an  ende  of  thys  lytell  werke 

*  as  nygh  as  I  can  fynde  after  the  forme  of  the 

*  werke  to  fore  made  by  Ranulph  monke  of 
4  Chejlre.  And  where  as  there  is  fawte  I  be- 
‘  feeche  them  that  fhall  rede  it  to  correde  it : 

*  for  yf  I  coude  have  founde  moo  ftoryes  I 

*  woude  have  fett  in  it  moo.  But  the  fub- 
4  ftaunce  that  I  can  fynde  and  knowe  I  have 

*  Ihortly  fet  them  in  this  boke,  to  thentent,  that 

*  iuche  thynges  as  have  ben  done  fyth  the  deth 
4  or  end  of  the  fayd  boke  of  Polychronicon 
4  fhould  be  hadde  in  remembraunce,  and  not 

4  put  in  oblyvyon  or  forgot,  prayenge  all  them 

*  that  fhall  fe  thys  fym.pl e  werke  to  pardon  me 

5  of  my  fymple  wrytynge  V 

iff  Finis  ultimi  libri. 

The 
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h  In  a  Catalogue  of  our  EngUJh  Hiftorians,  made  by  the  learned 
‘John  Jofceline ,  for  the  Ufe  of  Archbiihop  Parker,  we  have  the 
following  Account  of  this  P dlychronicon  ;  That  ‘  it  is  in  /even  Books, 
4  and  begins  at  the  Creation,  and  ends  1363,  in  which  Year  Higden 

*  died  :  That  fjfohn  Trevifa  tranilated  it  into  EngUJh ,  and  wrote 
Continuations  of  it  containing  55  Years  from  A .  D.  1342,  to 
A.  D.  1397,  in  which  Trevifa  hijnfelf  flouriihed  :  That  William 

1  Caxton  wrote  Appendices  to  Trewifa,  which  are  continued  frorr^ 

*  the  Year  1397,  where  Trenjifas  Additions  end,  to  the  Year  1460.* 
V1  he  learned  Mr.  Selden  obferved,  That  i  this  Tranflation  of  the  Po- 
4  lychronicon,  had  been  twice  printed  [by  Caxton  and  de  Words']  and 

continued  by  the  Tranflator  John  ‘Irevifa,  even  to  the  Beginning 
9f  Edward  the  Fourth’s  Reign.’  The  molt  Reverend  Archbilhop: 

F  4  V/bsP, 
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The  next  Year,  Mr.  Caxton  printed  no  fewer 

than  the  following  Books. 

1.  The  Pilgrimage  of  the  Soul.  This  was 
tranflated  out  of  Frenjhe  into  Englijh,  with 
fomewhat  of  Addition,  ‘  and  emprynted  at  Wejl- 

*  mejlre  and  fynyfhed  the  Jixth  day  of  Juyn 
4  the  yere  of  our  Lord  1483,  and  the  JirJl  yere 

*  of  the  Regne  of  Kynge  1  Edward  the  fyfthe/ 
It  was  written  in  French  by  Antoine  Gerard, 
and  entitled,  by  him,  Le  Pelerinage  de  I'Ame, 
and  printed  at  Paris  A.  D.  1480.  At  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  Caxton  §  Englijh  Edition  of  it  is 
printed, 

{  This  book  is  Inty tied  the  Pylgremage  of  the 
4  Sowle ,  tranflated  oute  of  frenfhe  into  Eng- 

*  lyfshe,  which  booke  is  full  of  devoute  maters 
4  touchyng  the  fowle,  and  many  queflyons  to 
;  caule  a  man  to  lyve  the  better  in  this  world, 
’  and  it  conteyneth  five  bookes,  as  it  appeareth 
‘  hereafter  by  chapyters.” 


V/ber  cbferved,  from  Bifhop  Bale,  That  ‘  Trevifa  continued  the  Poly- 
‘  chronicon  from  A.  D.  1342,  to  A.  D.  1  397,  in  which  Tremfa  him- 
*  ielf  flourifhed,  under  King  Richard  II.*  And  my  learned  and  in- 
fluttrious  Predeceffor,  Mr.  Henry  Wharton ,  tells  us.  That  ‘  his  Grace 
was  led  into  ‘  the  Miltake  by  Mr.  Caxton,  of  reprefenting  Trevija 
"  wrong;’  as  if  he  had  wrote,  That  he  ended  his  Tranflation  A.  D. 

1 3 5 7 j  inftead  of  A.  D.  1387.  Thefe  are  Efcapes  of  thefe  learned 
Men.  I  only  add,  I  hat  de  W orde,  in  his  Proetne  to  his  Edition  of  the 
Englijh  Polychronicon,  A.  D.  1495,  tells  us>  in  Imitation  of  his 
Matter  Caxton,  That  he  had  ‘  added  fuch  ftories  as  he  coude  fynde 
‘  fro  the  ende  that  Ranulphe  fynyfhed  his  book  which  was  1457 
‘  unto  the  yere  1495,  which  ben  an  hundred  and  thirty  eight  Yere.15 
In  the  Cottonian  Library  is  a  Manufcript  of  the  latter  Part  of  this 
Hiftory,  which  ends  A.  D.  1326,  and  is  continued  by  fome  un¬ 
known  Hand,  to  the  1 5  th  of  King  Richard  II,  or  A.  D.  1 392. 

1  He  began  to  reign  April 9,  1483,  and  was  murder’d  ar.d  fuC? 
ceeded  by  lus  Unde  Richard  III,  Jims  22,  the  fame  Year. 

*•'  v'  '  >  Jr-  *"*  '  "  **f  v  1  lt  *  *  t  y  f  £)  AT  C'ihi 

*  M 
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At  the  End. 

*  Here  endeth  the  dreme  of  pylgremage  of 
* the  foule  tranflatid  out  of  frenfche  in  to  Eng- 

*  lishe  with  fomewhat  of  addicions,  the  yere  of 
4  oure  lorde  mcccc  and  thyrten,  and  endeth  in 
‘  the  vigyle  of  Seynt  Bartholomew. 

4  Emprynted  at  Weflmeftre  hy  William  Caxton, 

*  and  fynyfhed,  as  above.* 

2.  k  Liber  Feftivalis,  or  DireSlions  for  keeping  Pen^ 
Feajls  all  the  Tear,  40.  This  Book  begins  with  ^ 
a  Prologue  which  informs  us  of  the  Defign  of  land, 
this  Collection,  viz.  That  for  thelpe  of  fuche  Archil, 
clerkes  this  booke  was  drawn  to  excufe  them  for M,d 
default  of  bookes  and  by  fmplenefs  of  cunning , 
and  to  Jhow  unto  the  people  what  the  Holy  Saints 
fujfered  and  did  for  GOD’s  fake,  and  for  his 
Loye,  fo  that  they  fhould  have  the  more  devotion 
in  G  O  D’s  Saints,  and  with  the  better  will 
come  to  the  Church  to  ferve  GOD,  and  pray 
His  Saints  of  their  help.  Then  follow  Sermons 
on  nineteen  Sundays  and  Ferials,  beginning 
with  the  firft  Sunday  in  Advent,  and  ending 
with  Corpus  Chrijli  Day.  Next  are  Difcourfes 
or  Sermons  on  forty  three  Holy-days,  viz. 

1.  St.  Andrew 

2.  St.  Nicholas 

3.  Conception  of  the 

B.  Virgin 

4.  St.  Thomas 

5.  Nativ.  of  our  Lord 

6.  St.  Stephen 

7.  St.  John  Evangelijl 

k  About  what  Tim?  this  Book  was  coropofed  I  do  not  certainly 

|aiOW,-  '  ;  t  .  J 

liii'*  M  ' 

13.  Puri- 


8.  St.  Innocents 

9.  St.  Thomas  of  Can- 

terbury 

10.  Circumcifion  of  our 

Lord 

1 1.  Epiphany 

12.  Converfion  of  St, 
'  Paul 
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13.  Purification  of  S.I29.  Name  of  Jefus 

Mary  I30.  Sc.  Laurence  the 

14.  Sr.  Matthias  |  Martyr 

35.  Annunciation  of  S.  3 1.  Aflumption  of  the 

Mary  V.  Mary 

36.  St.George  theMartyr  32.  St.  Bartholomew  A- 
17.  St.  Mhri  Evangelift  -'poftle 

38.  Philip  and  Jacob  I33.  Nativity  bf  B.  Vir- 

39.  Invention  of  Holy!  gin 

Crofs  1 34.  Exaltation  of  Holy 

20.  St.  John  ante  For-  Crofs 

tarn  Latine  1 33.  Jejunia  quatuor  tem- 

21.  St.  John  Baptijl  porum 


22.  St.  Peter  and  Paul 

23.  Vilitation of S. Mary 

24.  Tran  flat,  of  St.  Pho. 

Cant. 

25.  St.  Mary  Magdalen 

26.  St.  James 

27.  St.  Ann 

28.  Transfiguration  of 

the  Lord 


36.  St,  Matthew  Apoflle 

37.  Sc.  Michael 

38.  St.  Luke  Evangelifl 

39.  St.  Symon  and  Jude 

40.  All  Saints 

41.  All  Souls 

42.  St.  Martin  Archbp. 

43.  St.  Katherine  the 

Virgin 


Then  follows  a  Sermon  de  dedicatione  Eccle- 
fie,  or,  on  the  Church  Holiday  ;  at  the  End  of 
which  is,  Explicit ,  Enprynted  at  Weftmynfter 
by  William  Caxton  the  lajle  daye  of  Juyn  Anno 
domini  1483.  !  After  this  follows  m  four  Ser¬ 

mons.  The  firjl  of  t’nefe  begins  thus  j  Phe  mai- 
jler  of  lenience  in  the  Jecor.de  booke  and  firjle  di- 


1  Here  in  the  Rbaan  Edition  1 499,  follows,  A JB&rt  exortacion  oft 
to  be  Jhe<wed  to  the  People ,  &c.  entitled,  Hamus  caritatis . 

m  So  called  in  an  Edition  printed  in  celeberrima  urbe  Rothoma^. 
,  ,  genii,  per  Magiftrum  Martinum  Morin.  Anno  domini  Millefimo qua- 

•  '*  dr  ingentenmo  nonageiirno  nono,  die  vero  vicefima  fecanda  meni}§ 

Junii3  impenfis  Jabannis  Richards* 
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JlmSlion  faytb ,  that  the  finer ayn  caufe  why  god 
made  al  creatures  in  heven ,  erthe  or  water  was 
his  owne  goodnefs  n. — — In  it  is  the  Pater-nofier , 
or  Lord’s-prayer,  the  xii  Articles  of  the  Faith,  Collett. 
and  the  Ten  Commandments  in  the  Englijh1*10'11^ 
Tongue,  with  a  Short  Paraphrafe  or  Comment. 

And  yet  it  appears  by  BiShop  Longland’s  Regi¬ 
ster,  1521,  almoft  forty  Years  after,  That  ‘  {e-Msand 
‘  veral  men  and  women  of  the  Diocefe  of  Lin-  ^  ■ 

,  771  ent S) 

e  colne  were  detected  and  uttered  for  teaching  Vol.  11, 

*  and  learning  the  Pater  Nofier  and  Creed  in 

*  Englijh,  and  reciting  the  ten  commandments 
4  in  their  own  houfes  in  Englijh.’  And  William 
¥1  tidal  obferved  to  Sir  “Thomas  More ,  That  the 
Bishop  of  London,  Fitz-James,  would  have 
made  the  old,  or  late,  Dean  Colet  of  St.  Paul’s , 
an  Heretick  for  tranflating  the  Pater  Nofier 
into  Englijh  :  Though  if  it  was  no  other  than 
what  is  printed  in  the  Primer  of  Salisbury  Ufe 
at  Paris,  1532,  and  entitled,  The  [even  Peti¬ 
tions  of  the  Paternofter,  by  John  Colet  Deane  of 
Paules,  and  it  was  not  a  drift  Translation,  but 
only  a  Paraphrafe.  By  a  Constitution  of  Arch¬ 
bishop  Peccbam’ s,  made  at  Lamhith,  A.  D. 

1281,  the  Articles  of  Faith,  which  are  there 
faid  to  be  fourteen,  are  fet  down  with  a  Sum¬ 
mary  Brevity,  that  no  one  might  excufe  him- 
felf  by  pleading  Ignorance:  and  every  Prieffc 
who  presided  over  a  People,  or  had  a  Cure  of 
Souls,  is  required  four  Times  a  Year,  or  once  a 
Quarter,  to  expound  them  to  the  People  in  the 
Vulgar  Tongue.  Accordingly  Jo.  Thoresby , 
Archbishop  of  fork ,  A.  D.  1352,  made  an 

£  n  This  Mr:  turner  mistook  for  the  beginning  of  a  diftinft 

4u  * 
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Englijh  Expofition  of  thefe  fourteen  Articles. 
Appendix  or  Point es  that  falles  to  the  truth,  See.  It  began 

Leodien^ as  t^lls  ®ermon  does  >  ^at  a  grete  clerk 
fis,  p.  zi^.Jkewes  in  his  bakes,  et  eft  in  fee  undo  fentencia- 
Ed.  1724. rum  diftinftione  prima,  &c.  and  was  ordered 
by  the  Archbilhop  to  be  read  to  the  People. 
But  by  another  0  Conftitution  made  by  Archbi- 
ihop  Arundel ,  A.  D.  1408,  it  was  ordain’d. 
That  4  no  body  hereafter  Ihould  by  his  own 
4  authority  tranflate  into  Engli/Jo  any  Text  of 
*  Holy  Scripture,  by  the  way  of  a  book  or  lit- 
4  tie  book,  or  treatife,  nor  that  any  one  ftiould 
4  read  any  fuch  Tranflation,  unlefs  it  was  ap- 
4  proved  by  the  Diocefan  of  the  Place,  or,  if 
4  need  was,  by  a  provincial  Council,  on  pain 
4  of  the  greater  excommunication,  and  be- 
4  ing  punifhed  as  a  fautor  of  Herefie  and  Error.’ 
That  is,  as  Lyndwood  glofles,  4  an  enquiry 
4  might  be  made  againft  fuch,  and  a  Purgation 
4  be  indicted  at  the  Pleafure  of  the  enquirer,  in 
4  which  if  they  fhould  fail,  they  might  be  con- 
4  demned  as  Hereticks.’  On  this  Conftitution, 
1  fuppole,  were  the  Perfons  mentioned  in  Bi- 
ihop  Longland' s  Regifter,  perfecuted  and  put 
to  Death :  But  this  the  learned  Mr.  Collier  ftiles 
A  few  ere  Charge,  and  hopes  it  is  all  a  Miftake 
and  Mifinformation.  But  Records  and  publick 
Fads  are  not  to  be  thus  diferedited.  It  appears 
by  the  Manual ,  according  to  the  Ufe  of  Sarum, 
That  Godfathers  and  Godmothers  of  Children, 
were  to  learn,  or  fee  them  be  learned,  the  Pa- 
ternojler ,  Ave  and  Credo,  after  the  lawe  oj  all 


Eeelef 
Hifiory f 

Vol.  II. 


0  This  Teems  occafion’d  by  Dr.  John  Wi cliff's  Tranflation  of  the 
Bible  into  Englijh  5  4  by  which  Means  (. Knighton  laid)  the  Gofpel 
«  was  made  vulgar,  and  troden  under  foot  of  Swine.  See  Wi&liff'i 

if*' 

holy 
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holy  church  ;  which  was,  that  they  fhonld  be 
learned  in  Latin.  Dr.  John  White ,  who  lived 
at  Eccles  in  Lancajhire ,  has  given  us  a  Copy  of 
the  Creed,  as  it  ufed  to  be  repeated  by  the 
common  People  there  in  Latin :  Creezum  znum 
patrum  onitentem,  See.  And  for  this  Reafon  it. 
is,  that  in  the  Office  of  publick  Baptifm  of 
Infants  in  our  Liturgy,  Godfathers ,  &c.  are  re¬ 
quired  to  provide  that  the  Child  may  learn  the 
Creed ,  the  Lord’s  Prayer ,  and  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  in  the  Vulgar  Tongue.  According  to  sijhop 
the  Principles  of  fome  of  the  modern  Catho-  Chriito- 
lics,  it  is  much  better  for  the  People  not  to  un-  fJr?n  * 

i  n  i  1  n  •  r  i  ,,,  txhorta- 

demand  the  common  Service  of  the  Church  tion%  &c„ 
than  to  understand  it  j  or  that  it  ffiould  be  in 
Latin,  and  not  in  Englijh. 

In  the  Tranflation  of  the  Creed,  which  we 
have  in  this  Sermon,  the  fourth  Article  is  thus 
exprefled  ;  I  byleve,  that  he  fuffered payne  under 
Ponce  Pilate,  &c.  The  Tranflator  underftand- 
ing  Pontius  to  be  the  name  of  fome  Place  where 
Pilate  was  either  born,  or  lived  or  governed. 
Accordingly  in  this  Book  is  this  filly  Tale  told. 

‘  Themperoure,  by  counfeyll  of  the  Romayns, 

‘  fente  Pylate  into  a  contree  that  was  called 

*  Pounce  where  the  People  of  that  contree  were 
‘  fo  curfed  that  they  ffewe  ony  that  come  to  be 

*  their  Mayffer  over  them.  Soo  when  this  Py- 

*  late  come  thyder  he  applied  him  to  her  ma- 

*  ners ;  foo  what  with  wyles  and  lotyltie  he 
‘  overcame  hem,  and  had  the  mayftrye,  and 

*  gate  his  . name,  and  was  called  Pylate  of 

*  Pounce,  and  had  grete  domynacion  and  power.’ 
According  to  this  manner  of  writing,  excepting 
fometimes  Ponce  for  Pounce,  was  this  Article  of 
the  Creed  exprefled  in  Englijh,  from  the  four¬ 
teenth 
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teenth  Century  down  to  A.  D.  1532;  when, 
in  the  Primer  of  Salisbury  Ufe,  it  was  altered 
to  Pontius  Pilate ,  which  was  followed  by  Arch- 
biffiop  Cranmer  in  his  Notes  on  the  King’s 
Book,  1538. 

The  ninth  Article  is  thus  render’d  :  I  believe 
in  holy  Chur c he,  &c.  This  feems  to  have  been 
firft  introduced  to  l'upport  the  new  Dodtrine  of 
the  Infallibility  of  the  Church  or  Clergy,  and 
to  be  made  a  Teft  of  Orthodoxy.  On  a  Tomb- 
Pone  in  the  high  Chancel  of  the  Church  of 
Paurefham  in  Kent,  is  the  following  Infcription, 
in  a  femicirclet  of  Brafs,  over  the  Head  of  the 
Effigies  of  William  rfhornbury,  a  Vicar  of  this 
Church,  who  died  A,  D.  1408.  Credo  in  San- 
61  am  Ecclefiam  Catholicam,  SanSlorum  Commit - 
nionem.  In  1457,  Dr.  Reginald  Pecock,  Bi- 
ffiop  of  Chichefter ,  was  accufed  to  the  Arch- 
biffiop  of  Canterbury  holding,  among  other 
Things,  that  it  is  not  necejjary  to  Salvation  to 
believe  in  the  Holy  Catholick  Church,  and  for¬ 
ced  to  abjure,  and  deprived  of  his  Biffiopric* 
And  yet  St.  Auftin,  as  he  is  quoted  by  Biffiop 
Bonner ,  in  his  profitable  and  neceffary  DoSlrine, 
&c.  A.  D.  155$,  obferved,  ^uod  Ecclefiam  ere- 
dere ,  non  tamen  in  Ecclefiam  credere  debemus, 
quia  Ecclefia  non  Deus,  fed  Domus  Dei  efi. 
Erafmus  laid,  That  he  dreaded  to  fay,  I  believe  in 
the  holy  Church  ;  becaufe  St.  Cyprian  had  taught 
him,  that  we  ought  to  believe  in  God  only,  in 
whom  we  abfolutely  place  all  our  Confidence. 
But  as  to  the  Church,  properly  fo  called,  al¬ 
though  it  confifts  of  the  Faithful  only,  yet  they 
are  men  who,  of  good  Men,  may  become  evil 
ones,  who  may  be  deceived  tbemfelves  and  de- 
ceivc  others.  4  Nay  in  this  very  Book  it  is  ob*i 

14  ferved, 
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«  fefved,  that  to  believe  to  God  is  one  thing, 
* and  to  believe  in  God  is  another  :  and  that  to 
‘  believe  in  God  is  to  cleve  to  God  by  love  ful- 
‘  filling  his  Will.’  But  it  had  been  the  Obfer- 
vatioh  of  the  noble  Lord  Cobham,  who  fufFered 
as  an  Heretic,  A.  D.  1417,  That  ‘in  all  our 
‘  Crede  is  in  but  thrice  mentioned  concerning 
*  belief,  -  in  God  the  Father ,  in  God  the  Son ,  and 
‘  in  God  the  Holy  Qhojl.'——*»cIhat  the  Churche 
‘  - — — hath  not  any  other  in.’  Whereas  in  the 
Engh/h  Tranflation  of  the  Creed,  printed  in  the 
Salisbury  Primer  1532,  the  laft  Articles  of  ,it 
are  thus  render’d :  I  believe  in  the  holy  Church 
Catholike™——  in  the  remijjion  of jinnes — - —  in  the 
refurreSlion  of  the  body  - - in  ever  lading 

life • 

In  the  fecond  of  thefe  four  Sermons  is,  1.  An 
Explanation  of  the  feven  Sacraments  of  the 
Romifh  Church.  2.  Of  the  feven  dedes  of 
Mercy  bodily,  the  which  every  Man  is  bound 
by  the  bidding  of  God  to  fulfil  and  do  to  his 
Power  }  that  is  to  faye,  feed  the  hungry  j  <five 
drink  to  the  thurfty  j  clothe  the  naked  ;  her- 
berow  the  houflefs  j  vifit  the  Sick ;  deliver 
priloners  and  bury  the  poor  when  they  are 
dead.  3,  Of  feven  other  ghoftly  deeds  of  Mer¬ 
cy.  4.  Of  the  feven  principal  Vertues  that 
every  man  and  woman  fhould  ufe.  5.  Of  the 
feven  deadly  fins.  6.  The  nine  paynes. 

In  the  other  two  Sermons  are  declared  the 
three  Parts  of  Penance,  viz.  Contrition ,  ConfeJ- 
Jyo?i  and  Satisfaccyon. 

Then  follows,  1.  "The  General  Sentence,  which 
begins  thus '  *  Good  men  and  wymmen  I  do  you 
to  underftonde,  that  we  that  have  cure  of 
.  fowlys  be  commaunded  o!  our  ordenarys 

‘  and 
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*  and  by  the  confticucyons  and  the  lawe  of  holy 
« Chirche,  to  fhcwe  to  yow t  fours  tymes  by  the 
«  yere  in  eche  a  quarter  of  the  yere  onys,  when 

*  the  people  is  mod  plenary  in  holy  chirche, 

*  the  articles  of  the  fentence  of  curfynge,  fo 

*  that  nought  for  our  defaulte  no  man  nor  wo- 

*  man  falle  therin. 

Next  is,  c  Modus  fulminandi  fentenciam. 
Prelatus  alba  indutus  cum  ceteris  facerdotibus 
in  ecclefia  exiftentibus  cruce  eredta,  candelis 
accenfis  flans  in  pulpito,  pronuncient  verba  que 
fequuntur :  Ex  autoritate  Dei  Patris  omnipo- 
tentis  et  beate  Marie  Virginis,  et  omnium  fan- 
£torum  excommunicamus  et  diabolo  commen- 
damus  omnes  fupradidtos  malefaftores. 

c  Finita  fententia  extinguat  lumen  ad  ter- 
rorem  pulfatis  campanis, 

c  The  bedes  on  the  Sonday. 

Ye  fhal  knele  doun  on  your  knees  and  lyft  up 
your  hertes. 

‘  Enprynted  by  wyllyam  Caxton  at  weftmeflre. 

The  Leaves  are  not  number  d,  and  only  the 
Signatures  ufed. 

To  obferve  that  by  the  Way,  this  General 
Sentence  or  Excommunication,  as  it  is  called, 
was  firfl  ordered  by  Stephen  Langton,  Archbi- 
fhop  of  Canterbury,  A.  D.  1222,  who  decreed 
it  fhould  be  published  by  every  Parilh  Prieft  in 
his  holy  Veftments,  with  Bells  tolling,  and 
Candles  lighted,  before  the  whple  Congregation 
in  the  Mother-tongue,  four  Times  a  Year,  viz. 
on  Chriftmas-day,  Eajler  Sunday,  Whit-funday , 
and  Jlhallows  Day.  In  a  Volume  of  Traits  in 
Manuscript,  fa  id  to  be  written  by  Dr.  John 

Wicliff,  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  Years  after, 
“*■  is 
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is  one  entitled,  The  great  fentence  of  Cur  fe  ex¬ 
pounded.  But  the  Form  of  the  General  Sen¬ 
tence  in  this  Expojition ,  fomewhat  differs  from 
that  in  the  Conftitution.  The  Expofition  in¬ 
forms  us,  That  ‘  Firftt  all  Heretics  agenft  the 
‘  faith  of  Holy  Writt  ben  curfed  folemnly 
‘  four  times  in  the  Year,  and  alfo  meynte- 
‘nors  and  confenters  to  Herefie  and  Heretics 
‘  in  their  errour.’  The  Jecond  Article  is  the 
firfi  in  the  Conflitution,  and  in  the  General 
Sentence  in  Englijh ,  in  the  following  Words; 

‘  All  thofe  ben  curfed  folemnly  that  fpoilen  or 
‘  taken  any  right  of  Holy  Church,  or  defrauden 
‘  holy  Church  of  any  due.’  But  in  the  Eng- 
liflo  Form  of  the  General  Sentence  is  this  Arti¬ 
cle  thus  expreffed  ;  *  I  denounce  and  (hew  for 
c  acurfyd  alle  tho  that  fraunchyle  of  holy  chyrch 

*  breke  or  deftrouble,  or  are  ageyn  the  pees  or 

*  the  ltate  of  noly  chirche,  or  there  to  aflente 
‘  wyih  dede  or  counceyl.  And  alfo  alle  t'no  that 
f  pryve  holy  chirche  of  ony  right  or  make  of  ho- 

*  ly  chirche  ony  lay  fee  that  is  halowyd  orfanfti- 
fyed  i  And  alle  tho  that  wythholde  the  rightes 

1  of  holy  chirche,  that  is  for  to  fay  offrynges, 

5  tythes,  renrys,  or  fredom  of  holy  chirche  let- 

*  ten,  or  deftrouble,  or  breke,  that  is  to  fay,  yf 

*  °ny  man  flee  to  chirche  or  chirche  yerde  who 

*  hym  out  drawyth,  and  al  tho  that  therto 
5  procure  or  affent  :  And  alle  tho  that  purchafe 
‘  letters  of  ony  lordes  courte  wherfore  lettynge 
4  is  made  in  criften  courte  that  precede  of 
‘  r,gbt  may  not  be  determynyd  nor  endyd.’  On 
this  the  Expounder  obferves  That  *  Chriften 
‘  inen>  taught  in  Gods  Law,  clepen  Holy 

Church  the  Congregation  of  juft  men,  for 
whom  JeJ u  Chrtjl  fhedd  his  blood,  not  for 
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*  ftoiies  and  timber  and  earthly  muck  that  An- 
‘  tichrift's  Clerks  magnifien  more  than  Cods 

*  righteoufnefs  and  Chriften  Souls,  and,  that 

*  then  thole  Prelates  and  Curates  that  with- 
s  drawen  the  rightful  Preaching  of  Chrift  s  Gof- 

*  pell  fro  Chniien  men  that  ben  Holy  Church 
4  ben  open  accurfed  of  God  and  all  His  Saints. 
He  further  obferves,  That  ‘  when  the  King 

*  and  fecular  Lords  perceiven  well,  that  Clerks 

*  waften  their  ancetres  alms  in  pomp  and  prioe 

*  glotony  and  other  Vanites,  and  they  wolden 
‘  take  agen  the  fuperfluity  of  temporal  goods 

*  and  help  the  lond  and  themfelves  and  their 

*  tenents,  thefe  worldly  Clerks  crien  faftly,  that 
e  they  ben  curfed  for  entermitting  of  Holy 

*  Church  goods,  as  if  fecular  Lords  and  the 
‘  Commons  were  no  part  of  Holy  Church,  but 
‘  only  proud  Priefts  full  of  covetiffe,  Symony, 

‘  and  Extortion,  &c! 

If  feems  to  be  after  the  writing  and  publ idl¬ 
ing  of  this  Trad,  that  Archbifhop  Courtney 
appointed  a  Court  of  certain  feled  Bifhops,  &c. 
to ;  be  held  in  the  Monaftery  of  the  Preaching 
Friers  in  London ,  to  condemn  Some  Conclusions 
fa  id  to  be  maintained  by  Dr.  Wiclif  and  his 
Followers.  Among  thefe  were  the  following 

ones : 

j.  That  the  Subftance  of  material  Bread  and 
Wine  remains  after  Confecration  in  the  Sacra¬ 
ment  of  the  Altar., 

2.  That  the  Accidents  do  not  remain  without 
a  Subjed  after  Confecration  in  the  fame  Sacra¬ 
ment. 

o  That  Chrift  is  not  in  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Altar  identically,  verily  and  really  in  his  proper 
corporal  Preftnce. 
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To  make  therefore  the  flronger  Impreffion 
on  the  Minds  of  the  People,  and  raife  in  them 
a  greater  Abhorrence  of  thefe  Cone lu lions,  the 
following  Article  was  added  in  this  General 
Sentence  which  was  read  to  the  People  in  their 
Mother-tongue  every  Quarter,  viz.  denouncing 
and  fl^e wing  lor  accurfed  - — — — al  beretikes 
that  *  leve  not  in  the  Sacrament  of  the  aulter,*  hdkvn 
that  is  goddes  oune  body  in  flejjoe  and  blonde  in 
forme  of  brede.  " 

In  the  forme  of  bidding  the  bedes  on  the  Son- 
day,  or  as  it  was  fo  me  times  called,  The  Domi¬ 
nical  Prayer  in  the  Pulpit,  is  the  following 
Claufe  :  4  Alfo  ye  Dial  praye  for  al  trewe  py I— 
‘.grymsand  palmers  that  have  taken  theyr  waye 
‘  to  Pome ,  to  JeruJ'alem,  to  faynt  Katheryne'% 

‘  °r  to  faynt  James,  or  to  ony  other  holy  place, 

‘  that  god  of  his  grace  yeve  them  tyme  and 
‘  fpace  wel  for  to  goo  and  to  come  to  the  prouf- 
‘  tyc  of  theyr  lyves  and  fowles.’  By'  this  it  ap¬ 
pears,  1  hat  at  the  Time  of  compofing  this 
Form,  thefe  were  the  fafhionable  Pilgrimages. 

In  a  more  ancient  Form,  no  particular  Places  or 
Saints  are  mentioned,  but  this  Claufe  is  expref- 
fed  as  foil  ows  :  ‘Ye  fhulle  bydde  for  p  hem 
‘  that  in  q  gwood  wayes  r  beeft  y went  other 
‘  wendyt,  other  ‘  then  kit  to  wenthe  heer  fennys 
‘  to  bote,  that  our  Lord  JheJu  Crijl  warde  and 
‘  ihild  hem  from  all  mi  1a  vent  ryes,  and  gronc 
‘  hem  fo  goon  and  comen,  that  it  be  hym  to 
*  r  worfehip,  and  hem  in  remiffion  of  here 
‘  fynnys,  for  hem  and  for  oos,  and  aile  Chriftine 
'  folk.’  This  feems  to  intimate  as  if,  at  the 

r  them.  q  good.  *  been  gon  or  going.  r  eiinl^  to 

go  their  iin  to  make  facisfa&ion  for.  £  honour. 
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Time  when  this  ancienter  Form  was  drawn  the 
Saints  Katherine  and  cJamei  of  Compojlella,  were 
not  in  fo  great  Requeft,  or  had  in  fo  much  Ve¬ 
neration  as  they  were  afterwards. 

About  yog,  an  odd  and  furprifing  Opinion  of 
the  Merit  and  Holinefs  of  Pilgrimages  to  Rome, 
wonderfully  prevailed  among  the  Englijlo,  inio- 
much  that  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  of  every  Sex 
and  Age  of  the  People  of  this  Nation  travelled 
to  Rome ,  and  placed  a  mighty  Confidence  in  vi- 
fiting  the  Tombs  of  the  ApofUes  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul ,  and  of  fuch  other  holy  Men,  &c.  as 
had  there  fufFered  for  the  Sake  of  Chrift.  The 
Confequence  of  this  was,  That  about  the  middle 
of  this  Century,  this  Humour  fo  far  increafed, 
that  the  Englijh  Nuns  ran  to  Rome ;  and  there 
were  fo  many  lewd  Women  of  the  Enghfh 
Nation  abroad  in  Lombardy ,  France ,  &c.  that 
Boniface  Archbifbop  of  Mentz,  complained  of 
them  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  and  re¬ 
commended  to  him  the  Suppreffion  of  this 
Practice  of  Pilgrimaging  as  of  very  bad  and 
fcandalous  Coniequence.  The  Practice  of  go¬ 
ing  in  Pilgrimage  to  y eruj'alem,  or  the  Holy 
Land ,  was  new  in  the  jourtb  Century,  when, 
about  the  latter  End  of  it,  Gregory  Nyjfen  wrote 
a  learned  Letter  to  dilTuade  Chriftians  from  go¬ 
ing  thither  on  that  Errand  j  and  was  at  laft  here 
in  England ,  treated  with  Contempt  and  Ridi¬ 
cule,  as  only  a  Pretence  for  u  Sloth  and  La- 
zinefs. 

„  u  The  Englijh  Word  faunter ,  to  live  an  idle,  lazy  Life,  comes 
from  the  French ,  San  hie  Terre ,  Holy  Land,  as  much  as  to  lay,  He 
is  a  Saunterrer  or  a  Pilgrim  to  the  Holy  Land, 

The 
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■  The  Saint  x  Katherine  here  mentioned  is,  I 
luppofe,  the  Saint  of  that  Name,  of  Sene  in 
Italy ,  who  was  born  there,  A.  D.  1 347,  and 
canonized  by  Pope  Pius  II.  A.  D.  1461, 

Sr.  'James  I  take  to  be  y  St.  James  of  Com¬ 
poflella ,  in  Spain’.  Hither,  it  was  faid,  the 
Bones  or  Reliques  of  James ,  the  Brother  of 
John ,  who  w'as  killed  by  Herod ,  were  tranlla- 
ted  But  it  does  not  appear,  that  much  Notice 
was  taken  of  them  till  Cali ft  us  or  Calixtus  IPs 
Time,  who  was  chofen  Pope  of  Rome,  A.  D. 

1 1 19.  He  not  only  wrote  a  Trad  of  the  Mira¬ 
cles  of  this  Saint  done  at  Compoflella ,  but  ad- 
vifed  the  Eng/ijh  Pilgrims,  in  particular,  rather 
to  go  in  Pilgrimage  to  this  Saint,  than  to  Rome ; 
and  promifed  them,  on  account  of  the  Length 
of  the  Journey,  that  if  they  went  twice  to 
Compoflella,  they  fhould  have  refunded  to  them 
the  fame  advantageous  Benedidion  which  they 
had  who  went  once  to  Rome. 

3.  The  Fables  oj  fEfop,  Auian,  Alphonfus 
and  Poggius  ;  tranflated  out  of  Frenfhe  into 
Englijh ,  at  Weflmeflre.  The  Leaves  of  this 
Book  are  number’d  thus  ;  1°,  11°,  III0,  and  it 
has  the  Signatures,  but  not  the  Di  red  ion  or 
catch  Word,  nor  any  Dace. 

4.  Confejjio  Amantis,-ih<z  Confefiion  of  the 
Lo  ver.  This  Book  was  made,  by  John  Gower ■ 

x  Mr.  Caxton  printed  her  Life. 

y  We  were  wont  to  fay,  Let  us  go  in  Pilgrimage  to  Sainfl  Peter 
at  Rome ,  and  Saindl  James  in  Compoflella  \  the  application  and  ap*» 
pointing  of  the  oblation  and  facrificing  of  Chrift  by  the  Pried:  alone 

to  fuche  perfones  as  the  Pried  would  ling  or  fay  Made  for _ tq> 

halowe  and  preferve  them  that  went  to  Jerufalem ,  to  Rome,  to 
St.  James  in  Compoflella ,  and  to  other  Places  in  Pilgrimage.  Arch-*. 

iijfrop  Cranmex’j  Defence  of  the  true  and  Cath  flick  Doflriue  of  the  Sa, 

(r ament, 
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in  Englijh  Verfe,  and  enprynted  by  Mr.  Caxton , 
at  Wellminfter,  and  fynyfhed  the  2d  Day  of  Sep- 
tembre ,  the  firft  yere  of  Kvnge  Rycbard  the 
third  z.  At  the  End  of  it  is  this  Colophon  . 

*  Golver.  Orate  pro  anima  Joan n is  *  Gower,  Qjjicun- 

*  Golver.  que  enim  pro  anima  ipfius  Johannis  *  Gower, 

or  aver  it,  tociens  quociens  mill,  quingentos  dies 
indulgence  ah  ecclefia  rite  concefos  mifericorditer 
in  domino  pojjidebit.  Our  learned  Antiquarian 

DeScripto. Leland  tells  us,  That  ‘  this  *  John  Gower  was 
Britan.  <  Df  tjie  Knightly  Order,  and  born  in  Yorkfhire  : 

*  that  he  W3S  a  Lawyer  by  Profefiion,  and  la- 
4  boured  much  in  Poetry,'  and  was  the  firft  1 o- 
«  1  idler  of  his  own  countrey  language,  which 
‘before  his  time  lay  uncultivated,,  and  almoft 

*  Quite  rude:  that  he  wrote  many  things  in  eng- 
«  ) ifh ,  not  only  in  verle,  but  alio  in  pi  ole, 

*  which  were  read  with  pleaiure  by  the  learned 
1  even  in  his  time,  the  reign  of  K.  Henry  VII 1, 
«  that  among  his  greater  works  are  thefe  three , 

•  *  Speculum  Meditantis ,  y  ox  Clamant ist  and 

*  Confejjio  Amantisl  He  flour  idled  in  King 
Richard  IPs  Reign,  to  whom  he  dedicated  his 
Works  ;  and,  when  he  was  blind,  prefented  to 
him  his  Song  in  praife  of  Peace.  He  was  an 
intimate  Friend  and  Acquaintance  of  that 


'*  It  was 
originally 
named  St. 
Mar  y 
Magda¬ 
len,  but 


*  The  yere  of  our  lord  a  thoufand  cecoxxxxm,  i.  e. 

CCCCLXXX  III. 

Not  long  after  the  xv  day  of  October  1400,  decealed  the  Poet 
John  Gower  who  licth  buried  in  *  St.  Mary  Queries  Church  or  St. 
Mary's  on  the  bank  in  Southwarke.  He  now  builded  a  great  parte 
of  that  Church,  and  compiled  three  famous  books.  The  fir  fie 
in  Latine  Vox  elamantis  ;  the  feconde  in  frenche.  Speculum  Meditan¬ 
tis  :  tire  thirde  in  englifh,  Confejfo  amantis  which  is  in  prynte. 
Summarie  of  Englifh  Chronicles ,  p.  33^* 


32  Hen. 

VIII.  it  was,  by  Adi  of  F arhament , 
and  named  St.  Saviour. 


united  to  St.  Margaret’ j  in  Southwark, 

emi- 
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eminent  Poet  Geoffery  Chaucer ,  as  he  fhews 
in  this  Book,  and  ufed  to  fubmit  his  Lucru- 
brations  to  his  Judgment,  as  Chaucer  did  his 
Loves  of  Troilus ,  to  the  Cenfure  and  Correl¬ 
ation  of  Gower  and  Strode. 

5.  1  The  boke  of  thordre  of  chyvalrye  or  knyght -  Penes 
hode.  This,  Mr.  Caxton  tells  us,  he  tranjlatedl-  Ames. 
out  of  Frenfhe  into  Englyfhe  at  a  requeji  of  a 
gentyl  and  noble  e fquyer  and  preferred  it  to  K. 
Rychard  III.  1483,  to  thende,  that  he  commaunde 
this  booke  to  be  had  and  redde  unto  other  yong  lordes, 
hnyghieSy  and  gentylmen  within  this  royame ,  that 
the  noble  ordne  of  chyualrye  be  hereafter  better 
ufed  and  honoured  than  hit  hath  ben  in  late  days 
puffed.  It  is  a  thin  Quarto,  and  contains  eight 
Chapters  ;  The  fir  ft  of  thefe  faith,  ‘  how  a 
4  knyght  beyn  an  Heremyte  deviled  to  the 

4  fquyer  the  rule  and  order  of  chyualrye.  The 

5  2d  the  begynnynge  of  chyualrye  :  The  3d  thof- 
4  fyce  of  chyualrye  :  The  4th  thexaminacion 
4  that  ought  to  be  made  to  the  fquyer  when  he 
4  wylle  enter  into  thordre  of  chyualrye  :  The 
4  5'“  in  what  maner  the  fquyer  ought  to  receyve 
4  chyvalrye :  The  6<h  the  fignihaunce  of  tharmes 
4  longynge  to  a  knyght  al  by  ordre  :  The  7th 
4  the  cultomrnes  that  aperteyne  to  a  knyght ; 

4  The  8th  of  the  honoure  that  oughte  to  be  done 
4  to  a  knyght.  At  the  End  of  this  Book  is  an 
Epilogue  of  Mr,  Caxton  s  own  writing,  which, 
for  the  Rarity  and  Curiofity  of  it,  I  have  here 
tranfcribed  and  added. 

4  In  a  catalogue  of  Books  for  fale  there  is  a  book  called, 

Harber  of  Bat  tails  of  the  Faits  of  Armes  and  Chivalry .  Foh  bjf 
IV"  Caxton  1490,  Fently  and  Watford’*  Cat  ah  1687. 
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€  Here  endeth  the  book  of  thordre  of  chi¬ 
valry,  whiche  book  is  mandated  oute  of  Prenjhe 
into  Englyjshe  at  a  requede  of  a  genrvl  and 
noble  eiquyer  by  me  William  Caxton  dwellynge 
in  Wejlminjlre  befyde  London  in  the  mod:  bed 
wyfe  that  god  hath  fuffer’d  me,  and  accordynge 
to  the  copye  that  the  fayde  iquyer  deliuered  to 
me.  whiche  booke  is  noc  requyfyte  to  every 
comyn  man  to  have,  but  to  noble  gentylmen 
that  by  their  verm  entende  to  come  and  entre 
into  the  noble  ordre  of  chyualrye,  the  whiche 
in  tbefe  late  dayes  hath  ben  ufed  accordyng  to 
this  booke  here  to  fore  wreton,  but  forgeten, 
and  by  thexerfyees  of  chyvalry  not  ufed,  ho¬ 
noured,  ne  exereyfed  as  hit  hath  ben  in  auncy- 
ent  tyme,  at  whiche  tyme  the  noble  ades  of 
the  knyghtes  of  Englonde  that  ufed  chyualrye 
were  renomed  thurgh  the  univerfal  world. 
Geoffrey  As  for  to  fpeke  to  fore  thvncarnacyon  of  7 hefu 
mouth  Cryjte ,  where  were  mere  ever  ony  lyke  to  bremus 
Brit.  FUJI.  and  behnus  that  from  the  grete  Brytaxne,  now 
called  Englonde,  unto  Rome  and  ferre  beyonde, 
conquered  many  royammes  and  londes,  whos 
noble  a  dies  remayne  in  tholde  hydoryes  of  the 
Romaynes.  And  fyth  thincarnacyon  of  oure 
lorde,  byhold  that  noble  kyng  of  Brytayne, 
kynge  Arthur  with  all  the  noble  krivshtes  of 

^  j  o 

the  round  table,  whoos  noble  adles  and  noble 
chyualrye  of  his  knyghtes  occupye  foo  many 
large  volumes  that  is  a  worlde,  or  as  thyng  in¬ 
credible  to  byleve.  O  ye  knyghtes  of  England, 
where  is  the  cudome.aftd  mage  of  noble  chy¬ 
valry  that  was  ufed  in  tho  dayes  ?  what  do  ye 
*  Bath,  now  but  go  to  the  *  baynes  and  playe  at  dyfe  ? 
And  feme  not  wel  advyied  uie  not  honed  and 

good 
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good  rule  ageyn  alle  ordre  of  knyghchode,  leve 
this,  leve  it,  and  rede  the  noble  volumes  of 
laynt  graal,  of  iancelot,  of  galaad ,  of  tryftram, 
ot  per fe  j  or  eft,  of  percyual,  of  gawayn,  and  ma¬ 
ny  mo.  Ther  fhalle  ye  fee  manhode,  curtefye 
and  gentylnelTe.  And  Joke  in  latter  dayes  of 
the  noble  actes  fyth  the  conquefte  ;  as  in  Kyng 
Rychard’ s  days  *  cure  du  /yon,  Edward  the  fyrfte*  heart  of 
and  the  thyrde,  and  his  noble  Tones;  Syre  Ro-a^ion- 
fert  Knolles ,  Syre  Johan  Hawkwode ,  Syre  Johan 
Chaundos,  and  Syre  gaultier  Manuyrede  Froif- 
fart.  And  alio  behold  that  vydtoryous  and  no¬ 
ble  kynge  harry  the  fyjthe  and  the  capytayns 
under  him,  his  noble  brethren,  therle  of  Salis¬ 
bury,  Montagu,  and  many  other  whofe  names 
fhyne  gloryoufly  by  their  vertuous  *  noblefie  *  muutJ 
and  adtes  that  they  did  in  thonour  of  thordre 
of  chyualrye.  Alas  !  what  do  ye,  but  flepe  and 
take  eafe  and  ar  al  difordred  fro  chiuairy  ?  I  wold 
demaunde  a  queftion  yf  I  (hold  not  difpleafe. 
howmany  knyghtes  ben  ther  now  in  England 
that  have  thufe  and  exercyfe  of  a  knyghte  ?  that 
is  to  wete,  that  he  knoweth  his  hors,  and  his  hors 
him,  that  is  to  faye,  he  beynge  redy  at  a  poynt 
to  have  al  thyng  that  longeth  to  a  knygbr/an 
hors  that  is  accordyng  and  broken  aftir  his  hand, 
his  armures  and  *  hamoys  mete  and  fitting  and  *  bamep. 
fo  forth.  I  fuppofe  *  and  a  due  ferche  (hold*//: 

s  f  1^  4  1  ^^1  t  many  founden  that 

lack^.,  the  more  pite  is  t  and  wolde  it  pleafyd 
our  fouerayne  lord,  that  twyes  or  thryes  in  a 
vere,  or,  at  the  left,  ones  he  wold  do  crye  Juftes 
of  Pees,  to  thende,  that  every  knight  fhould  have 
hors  and  barneys,  and  alfo  the  ufe  and  crafte 
of  a  knight,  and  alio  to  tomoye  one  agevnft  ‘ 
one,  or  two  ageynft  two,  and  the  beft  to  have 


a 
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a  *  Prys,  a  diamond  or  jewell,  fuch  as  (hold 
plefe  the  Prynce.  This  (hold  caufe  gentyl- 
men  to  reforte  tothauncient  cuftommes  of  chy- 
ualrye  to  great  fame  and  *  renommee  ;  And 
alfo  to  be  alwey  redy  to  ferve  theyr  prynce, 
whan  he  fhalle  calle  them  or  have  nede.  Thenne 
late  euery  man  that  is  come  of  noble  blood  and 
entendeth  to  come  to  the  noble  ordre  of  chy- 
ualrie,  rede  thys  Iytyle  boke,  and  doo  therafter 
in  kepyng  the  lore  and  commaundementes 
therin  com  pry  fed.  And  thenne  I  double  not 
he  fhall  atteyne  to  thorder  of  chyualrye  et 
cetera. 

In  this  Epilogue  we  may  obferve  with  what 
Earneftnefs  Mr.  Caxton  recommends  to  the 
Englifh  Nobility  and  Gentry,  the  reading  the 
Hiflories  of  King  Arthur ,  and  the  noble 
Knights  of  the  round  Table,  one  of  which  he 
afterwards  printed,  and  of  Behnus  and  Bren- 
nius,  who,  Geojf’ry  of  Monmouth  tells  us,  be- 
fieged  and  took  Rome ;  and  feveral  foreign  Ro¬ 
mances,,  of  which  I  am  not  in  Circumftances 
to  give  any  fatisfadtory  Account.  I  only  there¬ 
fore  obferve,  that  this  way  of  writing  is  inti¬ 
mated  by  Richelet ,  to  be  of  Spanijh  Extraftion, 
and  commonly  in  Verfe.  Thus  he  defcribes  a 
Romance  ;  Perme  de  Poefie  Efpagnol.  A  Sort 
of  Poeme  where  one  meets  with  iome  fad  Ad¬ 
venture,  fome  Event  that  is  rare  and  particular, 
or  fome  glorious  and  heroic  Adtion,  Its  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  this  laft  that  Mr.  Caxton  recommends 
the  Perufal  of  Lancilot,  or  Sir  Lancilot  du  lac 

c  The  prize,  reward,  or  honour  got  by,  kept  for,  or  due  unto 
the  belt  deferver  in  a  Jults,  & c,  Cotgrave  s  Fr.  Di£t. 

Biftary 
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Hiftory  of  King  Arthur  and  the  Knights  of  the 
round  Table,  &c.  on  which  a  learned  d  Spani¬ 
ard  has  pafs’d  the  following  Cenfure :  That 
they  were  invented  by  idle  Men,  and  full  of  that 
Sore  of  Lies  which  neither  contribute  any 
Thing  to  the  Increafe  of  Knowledge,  or  to 
thinking  and  living  well,  but  only  ferve  or  gra¬ 
tify  a  certain  vain,  and  prefent  itch  or  tick¬ 
ling  Pleafure, 

He  next  recommends  the  glorious  and  ill a- 
Itrious  Examples  of  the  following  Englifh  Gene¬ 
rals  and  Commanders  who  lived  not  long  before 
his  Time.  Of  thefe  the  firfh  mentioned  is  the 
great  Sir  Robert  Knolles.  This  Knight  is  com¬ 
monly  represented  as  of  mean  Birth  and  Paren¬ 
tage,  fomewhere  in  Che/hire ,  but e  railed  by  his 
own  Merit,  which  gained  him  a  Reputation 
equal  to  that  of  the  mod  famed  and  renowned 
Warriors.  He  had  fignalized  bimfelf  in  a  very 
extraordinary  Manner  in  the  Wars  with  France , 
in  the  Reign  of  King  Edward  III,  and  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  Battle  of  PoiBers:  On  which  Occa¬ 
sion  his  Bravery  is  thus  extolled  in  the  Regiiter 

d  — ~ — Ut  Lancilotum  et  inenfam  rotundam  Gallicam - - 

qui  libri  ab  hominibus  funt  otiolis  confitfti,  pleni  eo  mendaciorum  ge- 
nere  quod  nec  ad  feiendum  quicquam  conferat,  nec  ad  bene  vel  ien- 
tiendum  de  rebus  vel  vivendurn,  tantum  ad  inanem  quandam  et  prs- 
fentem  titillationem .  Lud.  Vivis  de  difeiplina  Lib.  II. 

*  Poftea  vero,  circa  Feftum  Nativitatis  S.  Johannis  BaptiJU 
1370,  rex  Edsyardus  magnum  exercitum  de  valentioribus  viris  et 
magis  expertis  in  bello  fecit  follicite  congregari  :  inter  quos  erant 
aliqui  domini,  id  eft,  dominus  Grantfone ,  et  dominus  le  Fitz  Water , 
et  alii  Nobiles  milites  valentes,  quibus  prafecit  in  eorum  ducems 
dominum  Rokertum  de  Knolles ,  volens,  ut  ejus  diferetione  et  indu* 
ftria,  et  non  aiiter,  univerii  didli  exercitus  uterentur,  et  ejus  impe- 
1*0  m  omnibus  0  jcchrent  1  quia  m  bellicis  congrejjibus ,  et  in  exercitus 
regimine  fuerat  fails  inftruQus.  Ad,  Murimuth  continu.  Tri¬ 
yeti.  124. 
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of  Bermondfea.  In  iflo  hello  de  Roberto  Knollis 
milite  Ceftrie  fic  canebatur  metrice. 

O  Rcberte  Knollis  per  te  fit  Fraud  a  mollis, 
Enfe  tuo  tollis  p  red  as,  dans  vulnera  collis. 

Which  has  been  thus  Englifnd : 

O  Robert  Knowles,  mojl  worthy  of  fame. 

By  thy  Prowefe  France  was  made  tame , 

Thy  manhode  made  the  French  to  yield 
By  dint  of fworde  in  towne  and field. 

Reg.  of  By  the  French  he  was  called,  Le  ’veritable  demon 
Order  of  la  guerre  y  The  true  Demon  or  Thunder-bolt 

ter. GVol.  of  War.  Since  his  Military  Exploits  were,  be¬ 
ll.  yond  Imagination,  illuftrious  •,  and  his  Enter- 
prizes  in  warlike  Actions  of  the  greatefi:  Ha¬ 
zards  and  Difficulties  furprizingly  fuccefsful. 
By  thefe  Means,  it’s  laid,  he  became  immenfiy 
rich,  and  got  an  Eflate  fit  for  a  King.  In  the 
Beginning  of  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  IV.  he 
was  Senefchal  of  Guienne  in  France  ;  but  being 
now  pretty  well  advanced  in  Years,  and  grown 
weary  of  a  Lifeof  fq  much  Hurry  and  Addon,  he 
retired  to  a  Seat  of  his  in  Norfolk,  called  Scene,  or 
Scone-Thorp,  where  he  f  died  about  the  middle 

t  The  fame  yere,  7  Hen.  IV.  Anno  1406,  Syr  Robert  Knollcs 
knyght  a  worthy  warrier  deyed  at  his  maner  in  Northfolk  and  from 
thens  was  brought  to  London  on  a  hors  bere  wyth  moche  torche 
lyght,  and  fo  he  was  brought  unto  the  white  freres  in  Fletflrete ,  and 
the:  was  do  and  made  for  him  a  folempne  feefte  and  ryal  enterement 
for  tho  that  thyder  wolde  corne,  both  ryche  and  poore,  and  there 
iyeth  buryed  by  dame  Conjlance  his  wyfe  in  the  mydde  of  the  body 
of  the  Churche  :  on  who  os  foule  gqd  have  mercy.  Amen,  Cax¬ 
ton  y  Chronicle  of"  England,  printed  by  Juiyan  Notary 
|*oL  cxi  1.  b. 
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of  this  Reign,  A.  D.  1406.  and  was  buried  with 
great  funeral  Pomp  in  the  Church  of  the  White- 
fryer^  in  Fleet- fir  eet ,  London ,  which  he  had 
built.  Of  the  feveral  Adis  of  Piety,  Charity, 
and  Munificence  which  he  did  in  his  Life-time ; 
one  was,  his  building  with  Stone,  the  Bridge 
over  the  River  Medway,  at  Roche/fer  in  Kent.  Lambert’* 
This  was  before  made  of  Timber,  and  on  that  p*™mb- 
•  Account  had  been  fubjedt  to  feveral  Accidents,  p 

Thus  Anno  1264,  it  was  fet  on  Fire  and  burnt, Ed.  1596. 
by  Simon  Mountfort  the  Earl  of  Leicejler :  and 
not  full  twenty  Years  after,  Anno  1282,  it  was 
‘  all  borne  downe  away  by  the  Ice,  there  having  Summary 
4  been  fuch  a  greate  Frofte  and  Snowe  from 
4  Cbriftmas  till  the  Purification  of  our  Lady  as  joEdw.L 
‘  the  olde  men  could  not  remember  the  like.’ 

Sir  Robert  therefore  built  it  with  Stone,  fome- 
vvhat  nearer  to  the  Caflle  Wall  than  the  Wooden 
Bridge  Hood,  as  to  a  Place  more  fit,  both  for 
the  Fallnefs  of  the  Soil,  and  the  breaking  of  the 
Swiftnefs  of  the  Stream,  to  build  a  Bridge  up¬ 
on  ;  and,  at  the  Eafl  End,  built  a  Chapel  for  a 
Chauntrie  adjoining  to  his  g  dwelling  Houfe. 

To  obferve  that  by  the  way,  either  the  Damage 
above-mentioned  done  to  this  Bridge  by  the  Ice, 
was  not  repaired  above  an  hundred  Years  after, 
or  it  was  then  a  fecond  Time  demolifhed  by  the 
fame  Means:  Since,  in  1383,  Arcbbifhop  Court-  put¬ 
ney  granted  Letters  of  Collection,  dated  fronv/?“,sMS’ 
his  Manor  of  Otteford ,  the  23d  Day  of  May ,  to 
one  John  Brugge ,  wherein  he  recited.  That 
the  Bridge  was  fo  broken,  per  mmiam  inunda- 
cionem  aquarian,  ac  turbidos  incurjus  glaciei  et 
gelu  hyemahs ,  by  an  excefiive  Inundation  of 


g  Now  the  Grown  Inn  in  RocheJJer, 


Wa- 
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Waters,  and  terrible  Attack  or  Shocks  of  Ice 
and  Winter  Frofts ;  that  the  h  Eftates  of  the 
Inhabitants,  and  thofe  of  the  County,  who 
were  obliged  to  maintain  and  repair  the  faid 
Bridge,  were  not  fufficient :  And  to  encourage 
them  to  contribute  liberally  to  this  Work,  he 
mercifully  releafed  to  them  forty  Days  of  the 
Penances  that  had  been  enjoined  to  them.  Whe¬ 
ther  thefe  Letters  put  Sir  Robert  on  rebuilding 
it,  is  more  than  we  now  know;  but,  it’s  certain, 
his  doing  it  could  not  be  long  after  them  ;  fince, 
as  we  have  feen,  he  lived  but  three  and  twenty 
Years  after  the  Date  of  them. 

WeeverV  Syre  "Johan  hawkwode  was  borne  at  Sibil 
funeral  Heueningham  or  Heningham  in  Eflex,  and  the 
p  fon  of  Gilbert  Hawkwode  a  tanner  of  that 
place.  He  was  bound  an  apprentice  to  a  Tai¬ 
lor  in  the  City  of  London^  from  whence  he  was 
prelfed  into  the  Service  of  King  Edward  III. 
in  the  Wars  with  France.  For  his  admired 
Valour  he  was  honoured  by  that  Prince  with 

9 

the  Order  of  Knighthode.  In  the  like  Regard 
to  his  warlike  Merits,  Barnabie ,  the  valiant 
Brother  of  Galea/ius,  Lord  of  Millairte ,  Father 
to  John,  the  fir  IF  Duke  of  it,  gave  him  his 
Muri-  Daughter  D omnia  in  marriage,  with  a  Fortune 
muth.drc. Qp  ten  thoufand  Florins  of  yearly  Rent.  Here 
,■  he  did  many  extraordinary  Exploits  with  the 
Forces  which  lie  commanded,  even  wonderful 
Things,  unheard  of  before.  The  Florentines 
therefore,  in  Gratitude  to  his  Memory,  and  for 
a  Teftimony  of  his  furpaffing  Valour  and  fingu- 

t rintcd  h  The  Petition  to  the  King  in  Parliament  for  afeertaining  the 

Portions  and  Repairs  of  the  New  Bridge  of  Rochefier ,  is  in 'the 
4  J  ’  Names  of  Robert  de  Knolles  and  John  de  Cobeham , 


lar 
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lar  faithful  Service  to  their  State,  adorned  him 
with  a  Statue  of  a  Man  of  Arms,  and  a  fumptu- 
ous  Monument  in  their  Cathedral.  On  this  Ac¬ 
count  Julius  Feroldus  made  the  following  Verfes 
in  his  Praife  : 


Hawkwood  Anglorum  decus,  et  decus  addite  genti 
Italic#,  Italico  prefidiumque  folo. 

Ut  tumuli  quondam  Florentia,  fie  fimulacri 
Virtutem  Jovius  donat  honore  tuam. 


In  Englijh  thus ; 

G  Hawkwood,  England’s  Glory,  fent  to  be ' 

The  Bulwark  and  the  Pride  of  Italy. 

A  Tomb  juft  Florence  to  thy  Worth  doth  raife. 

And  Jovius  rears  a  Statue  to  thy  Praife, 

He  died  an  aged  Man  in  the  Year  1394,  the 
1 8  Richard  II.  His  Friends  here  in  England, 
fet  up  for  him  a  Monument  in  the Parifh  Church 
where  he  was  born,  viz.  a  Tomb  arched  over, 
and  in  Imitation  of  that  at  Florence ,  engraven 
with  the  Likenefs  of  Hawks  flying  in  or  through 
a  Wood  ;  that  being  the  Rebus  of  his  Name, 
Hawk-wood , 

Syre  Johan  chaundos,  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in 
a  very  Angular  Manner  in  all  the  Wars  which 
King  Edward  III,  waged  in  France.  At  the 
Battle  of  Aulroy  in  Britain,  he  was  named  So¬ 
vereign  Captain.  In  1361,  he  was  fent  by  the 
King  into  France ,  with  the  Title  and  Com- 
mifiion  of  Lieutenant  General,  with  a  confide- 
rable  Force  and  full  Power  to  pardon  all  Sorts 
of  Crimes.  But  in  the  44th  Year  of  this  King’s Muri- 

b  muth  ,&c, 
I24. 
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Reign,  Anno  1370,  was  this '  renowned  Hero 
(lain,  by  the  Enemy  in  Gafcony,  Sir  John 
Froijfard  fays  of  him,  that  he  was  a  good 
Knight,  courteous  and  benign,  well  fbaped,  li¬ 
beral,  heroic,  wife  and  faithful  in  all  Matters ; 
and  one  who  had  worthily  behaved  himfelf 
among  all  Lords,  Knights,  Ladies  and  Damfels  » 
fo  that  there  was  no  Knight  in  his  Days  more 
generally  beloved  and  p  railed  of  all  People. 

Syre  Gaultier  manyred  froiffart,  is  another 
of  thofe  Knights  which  are  here  mentioned 
and  recommended  by  Mr.  Caxton  :  But  I  do  not 
find  any  Notice  taken  of  him  in  thofe  Englijh 
Chronicles  which  I  have  feen.  The  Name  is 
plainly  French ,  and  perhaps  he  was  one  of  that 
Nation  who  was  an  Officer  or  Commander  in 
King  Edward's  or  King  Henry's  Armies  in 
their  Wars  with  France ,  where  he  iignalized 
himfelf  as  the  other  Knights  did  whom  he  here 
names. 

He  next  names  therle  of  Salisbury  Montagu  ; 
that  is,  1  fuppofe,  William  Montague,  or  Mon- 
t acute.  Ear!  of  Salisbury,  King  of  the  Hie  of 
Man,  and  Marfhal  of  England.  To  the  fii  ft  of 
thefe  Dignities  he  was  advanced  by  King  Ed¬ 
ward  III,  in  the  Year  k  1 330.  In  1 342,  he 
conquered  the  Hie  of  Man  ;  and,  in  Confidera- 
tion  of  this  Conqueft,  and  becaule  his  Father 

1  Strenuus  et  fapiens  miles.  Murimuth ,  &c. 

k  In  the  Yere  of  our  lorde  a  Mcccxxx - Kynge  Edwards 

made  fixe  erles  ;  that  is  for  to  faye,  Syr  Henry  therle  ot  Lancajlres 
fone  erle  of  Leycejlre ;  Wyllyam  of  Rughum  erle  of  Northampton  ; 
Wyllyam  of  Mountagu  erle  of  Salyihury  ;  Hughe  of  Aw  dwell  erle  of 
Gloucejlre ;  Robert  of  Ujforde  erle  of  Southfolke ;  and  Wyllyam  of 
Clynton  erle  of  Huntyngton .  Caxton1*  Chronicles^  & e.  printed  by 
Notary,  1515*  Fol.  Ixxxxv. 

was 
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was  married  to  one  of  the  Sifters  of  Orroy ,  King 
of  Man,  was  crowned  by  King  Edward,  King 
of  the  laid  Ifiand.  But  two  Years  after,  when  4  q 
the  King  appointed  folemn  Jufts  and  Tourna-  1 34+- 
ments  to  be  held  at  Windj'or,  this  noble  Lord, 
through  his  immoderate  Courage  and  Labour, 
for  three  or  four  Days  together,  was  fo  bruifed 
and  fatigued  with  thofe  boifterous  Encounters, 
that  falling  into  a  Feavour,  he  died  with  in 
eight  Days  after,  in  the  43d  Year  of  his  Age, 
to  the  infinite  regret  of  the  King  and  all  his 
Court,  as  well  Strangers  as  Englijh.  Walfmg- 
ham  obferved,  That  it  would  be  a  Work  of 
great  Commendation  to  write  worthily  of  his 
illuftrious  and  valorous  Ads. 

Such  were  the  virtuous  and  commendable 
Examples  which  Mr,  Caxton  recommended  to 
the  following  and  Imitation  of  the  Englijh  No¬ 
bility  and  Gentry  of  his  Time:  Men  not  only 
famous  for  their  perfonal  Courage  and  War¬ 
like  Condud,  but  of  eminent  Piety,  Vertue  and 
Goodnels. 

Laflly,  Mr,  L axton  here  propofed  the  revival 
of  the  ancient  Exercifes  and  Diverfions  of1  Jufts 
and  Turnaments ,  which,  it  feems,  were  now- 
growing  into  difufe.  Jufts  were  fingle  Com¬ 
bats  of  two  Knights  on  Horfeback,  who  tilted 
at,  or  ran  one  againft  the  other,  with  their  Spears 
or  Lances,  within  the  Lifts  or  Bounds  which 
were  appointed  to  them.  ‘Turnaments  were 
Exerciles  of  Arms,  in  which  feveral  fought  or 
tilted  together  in  the  way  of  Diverfion°  RE  Diakn. 
ckelet  tnus  describes  them  :  5  A  Combat  betwixt  Tan, 

‘  two  Parties  of  Horfemen  well  mounted  rich- 

k,cc  GuL  heulrlg.  Hiilo.  p«  jci?  S02*  Ed,  Qxon,  1719, 


92  The  Life  oj  William  Caxton, 

‘  ly  drefied  or  adorned,  and  armed,  made  for 
‘  Pleafure,  and  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Ladies  for 

*  fome  publick Rejoicing,  or  to  make  themfelves 
‘  fit  for  the  Exercife  of  War,  and  that  within 

*  a  Barriere,  or  Place  enclofed  with  Rails,  ap- 
‘  pointed  for  thefe  Sorts  of  famous  Games  or 
‘  Tiltings.’  Thefe  Barrieres  were  boarded, 
from  whence  the  French  fiiled  the  making  yujis 
and  Tournaments ,  behourde ,  or  boarding.  Our 
Poet  Chaucer  therefore  defcribes  his  Knight 
thus : 

Full  oft  timis  he  had  the  bord  begon. 

Or,  was  the  firft  at  the  behourd,  or  the  m  board 
bariere,  where  the  fujles  and  Tournaments  were 
held.  The  fame  Poet  reprefents  thefe  manly 
Games  as  Circumftances  of  Love. 

Juftis,  array,  and  all  the  circumftauncis 
Of  Love  - - 

The  Defign  of  thefe  Diverfions  being,  as  has 
been  intimated,  in  part  to  pleafe  the  Ladies, 
and  recommend  to  their  Favour  the  Comba¬ 
tants,  for  their  Drefs  and  Manhood.  But  Mr. 
Caxton  feemed  to  have  another  View  in  advi- 
iing  their  Encouragement,  namely,  thej  em¬ 
ploying  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  that  they 
might  not  fpend  their  Time  worfe,  in  Ga¬ 
ming  and  Debauchery,  and  preferving  their 
ancient  Courage  and  Valour,  that  the  Honour 
and  Security  of  the  Engli(h  Nation  might  not 
I ufter  through,  their  finking  and  degenerating 
into  Delicacy  and  Effeminacy. 

m  Borde,  a  little  Koufe  of  Wood  or  Timber* 


6.  The 
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6.  The  legend 'e  of  fayntes,  called.  The  n  golden 
legend.  This  h t  fynij'shed  the  20  day  s/'No/ern- 
bre  this  Teare.  It  was  entitled,  in  Frenfe,  out 
of  which  he  tranflared  it,  La  Legend  D'oree ; 
and  is  a  thick  Folio,  printed  in  double  Co¬ 
lumns.  Mr.  Caxton  tells  us,  That  *  this  Book 
‘  Wyllyam  Erie  of  Arundel  defyred  him  to  con- 
‘  tinue  and  accomplish,  and  promifedhim  to  take 

*  a  refonable  quantice  of  them,  and  fent  to  him 
s  a  worShypful  gentilman,  a  fervaunt  of  his  na- 
‘  med  John  S fancy,  promyfing,  that  the  fayd 

*  lorde  Should,  during  Caxton' s  life,  geve  and 
‘  graunt  to  him  a  yerely  tee,  that  is  to  note,  a 

*  buck  in  lummer,  and  a  doo  in  winter.’  The 
learned  Writer  of  The  Englifh  Hiftorical  Li¬ 
brary  tells  us,  4  That  Mr.  Caxton  translated  fohn 
‘  Capgrave’s  Legenda  SanStorum  Anglia,  and 
1  added  to  the  fabulous  Stories  collected  in  this 
c  Book,  that  of  15,000  Men  Suffering  with  the 

*  1 1000  Virgins,  who  are  remembred  in  the 

*  Calendar  October  21,  on  the  TeSlimony  of  the 
‘  Men  of  Cologne,  where  he  lived  Sometime.’ 
However  this  be,  we  are  informed  by  a  Note 
written  on  a  fpare  Leaf  at  the  End  of  a  Copy  of 
this  Book,  printed  by  de  Worde ,  That 4  Caxton' %  . 
4  Edition  had  the  noble  HySlorye  of  the  Expo- 

4  fycyon  of  the  Maffe  dyvyded  into  iiii  parts, 

4  and  the  xn  articles  of  our  fayth.’ 

7.  Mr.  Caxton  tells  us,  That  he  added  to  this 
boke  that  which  is  J'aid  or  callid  Cathon  t  ran  flu¬ 
ted  likewije  out  of  FrenShe  into  EngliShe  in 

■  * 

n  Quam  indigna  eft  divis  et  hominibus  chriftianis  ilia  San&orum 
hiftoria  quss  Legenda  aurea  nominator,  quam  nefcio  cur 
auream  appellent,  quum  fcripta  fit  ah  homine  ferrei  oris,  plum*, 
bei  cordis  ?  Quid  faedius  dici  poteft  illo  libra,  Ludov.  Vi  vis  de  di;\ 
ciflinis ,  Lzb,  ll,  f.  cji. 

II  2  th abb  aye 


J(epet  to 

VoL  II. 
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th  abb  aye  of  Wefhneftre  23  of  Decembre  1483. 
It  contains  Cato ’s  Diflichs  or  Precepts,  in  La¬ 
tin,  with  a  Verfion  and  Comment  in  Englijh. 
This  Book,  Mr.  Caxton  tells  us,  ‘  had  been 
*  tranflated  out  of  Latin  into  Englifh  by  May- 
4  Her  Benet  Burgh  late  Archdeken  of  Colcheftre , 

‘  and  hye  Canon  of  St.  Stephens  at  Wefimejlre ; 

‘  but  becaufe  of  late  came  to  his  hands  this  boke 
‘  in  Frenfhe,  which  reherfed  many  a  faire  learn- 
‘  ynge  and  notable  enfamples,  he  had  tranflated 
‘  that  into  englifh,  and  presented  it  unto  the 
‘  City  of  London  of  which  he  was  a  Citizeyn 
1  and  Conjurys.’  This  Benedict ,  or  Bennet  of 
Newcourt  Burgh ,  was  fucceffivelv  Rector  of  Sandon  and 
Kedington ,  in  Effex ,  1440  and  1450,  Archdea¬ 
con  of  Colchejier  1465,  Prebendary  of  Eald- 
land  and  Hedington,  in  the  Church  of  St.  Paul's , 
1472  and  1476.  When  he  was  made  Canon  of 
the  Collegiate  Chapel  of  St.  Stephens  does  not 
appear,  but,  very  probably,  he  had  this  Dig¬ 
nity  in  1476,  when  he  reflgned  his  Prebend  of 
Hedingkam.  However  this  be,  he  died  fome 
time  this  very  Year  1483. 

8.  The  booke  of  *  thenfeignementes  and 
techinge,  that  the  knyght  of  the  Toure  made  to 
his  daughters  and  fpeketh  of  many  fayre  enfam¬ 
ples.  hoi.  This,  Mr.  Caxton  tells  us,  was  tran- 
ilated  by  him,  ‘  out  of  Frenfoe  into  our  mater- 
‘  nail  eng! y f h e  tongue  by  the  requefte  and  de- 
‘  lyre  oi  a  noble  Lady  whiche  had  brought 
‘  lorthe  many  noble  and  fayre  daughters,  and, 
‘  for  the  zeal  and  love  that  fhe  has  always 
‘  had  to  her  fayre  children,  and  yet  hath  for 
‘  to  have  more  knowleche  in  vertue  had  de- 
*■  fired  him  to  tranflate  it  into  our  vulgar  eng- 
*  lifshe.’  But  he  mpdeftly  defired,  £  all  them 

*  that 


a 
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c  that  fhould  lerne  or  fee  ony  thynge  in  this 
4  layd  hook,  by  whiche  they  Ihould  ben  wyfer 
‘  and  better,  that  they  fhould  gyue  laud  and 

*  thankynge  to  the  fayd  Ladyes  good  grace  — - - 

4  And  wheras  any  defaulte  fhould  be  founde  in 
4  fhe  reducynge  and  tranflatynge  into  our  en- 
4  glyfshe  tongue,  that  it  be  arretid  to  him 
4  whiche,  he  fayd,  was  ignoraunt  and  not  ex- 
1  pert  in  the  werke,  though  fo  be  that  he  had 
4  em  pry  fed  heretofore  to  ftnatre  him  in  fuche 

*  tranilacions  whiche  he  confeiTed  and  know- 
4  ledged  him  ignoraunt  and  therein  to  be  im- 
£  perfedt.  This  booke  was  enprynred  at  Wefi- 

4  minftre  the  lad  day  of  Janyver  i  Richard  III. 

Fob  - 

The  next  Tear  1484*  Mr.  Caxton  printed  a  a.  d 
Book,  called,  The  ryal  hook  or  hook  for  a  Kyng  :  >484- 
in  Frenfhe,  le  hvre  royal :  in  which  ben  com- 
pryiid  the  x  cornmandementes,  the  xn  articles 
of  the  faith,  the  vn  deedly  fynnes,  the  vir  pe- 
ticions  of  the  P at er-nojler ,  the  £vnj  yeftesof 
the  holy  ghooft,  the  vit  Vertues  &c. '  In  the 
hours  of  the  mod  bleiied  Virgin  after  the  ufe  of 
S arum,  printed  1532  and  1  §S5>  lkey  are  thus 
mentioned  in  Engiifh,  The  x  commaunde- 
ments,  the  v  wittes,  the  vsi  werkes  of  mercy 
bodily,  the  vit  werkes  of  mercy  goodly,  the 

holy  good,  the  vii  Sacraments, 
the  viii  beatitudes,  with  the  vii  dedely  fynnes; 

Pryde,  Envy,  W rat  he,  Slout  he,  Covetvje,  Glo~ 
thony.  Lechery.  'This  ryal  book.  Me  Caxton 
4  obferved,  was  compiled  at  requed.  of  King 

*  Phelyp  *  le  belle  of  Fraunce  1279,  and  was.;*  the  fair, 
reduced  by  himjelf,  out  of  frenche  into  eng- 

?  lifh  at  the  requede  of  a  finguler  frende  a 

*  wordiipfull  marchaunt  and  mercer  of  Lon- 

H  3  ‘  J?ON 
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*  don - for  a  fpecyal  book  to  knowe  al  vyces 

*  and  braunchis  of  them,  and  alfo  al  venues-. 
5  For  that  this  book  fheweth  and  enfeigneth  it 
4  fo  fubtilly,  fo  fhortly,  fo  perceivingly  and  fo 
«  perfectly,  that  for  the  fliorte  comprehenfion 

*  of  the  noble  Clergie,  and  of  the  right  grete 
‘  lubftaunce  whiche  is  compryfed  therin,  may 

*  and  ought  to  be  called,  above  all  other  books, 
{  the  royal  hook  or  hook  for  a  king ,  for  the  holy 
'  Scrypture  callith  euery  man  a  Kynge  whiche 

*  wyfely  and  parfytly  can  gouerne  and  dyredte 
«  hymfelf  after  vertue  :  and  alio  bycaufe  that  it 

*  was  made  at  requefte  of  that  noble  kyng  Phelyp 

*  imprinted  2  Richard  II.  fob  with  figures. 

In  1485,  Mr.  Caxton  printed  the  three  fol¬ 
lowing  Books : 

1 .  Tbtftory  of  the  noble  and  valyaunt  knyght 
Paris  and  the'  fayr  Vienne  the  daughter  of  the 
dolphin  of  Viennois.  This  Book  Mr.  Caxton 
tranflated  out  of  Frenjhe  into  Englijh,  and  fi- 
nifhed  it  the  laft  or  jlugufe ,  and  emprinted  it 

the  19th  of  Decembre  1485. 

2.  The  lyfofKing  Arthur,  of  bis  noble  knyght  es 
of  the  round  table ,  and  in  thende  the  dolorous 
deth  of  them  all.  ‘  This  Book,  Mr.  Caxton  tells 
«  us,  was  reduced  into  englifh  by  Sir  '1  ho  mas 
«  Malory  Knyght,  and  by  himfeif  divided  into 
‘  xxx  books  chapitred  and  enprinted  and  fy- 
4  nylhed  in  thabbey  of  Wejhnejlre  the  laft  day  of 
4  Juyl  this  yere.’  How  great  an  Admirer  Mr. 
Caxton  was  of  the  Hiftory  of  this  Prince  and  all 
the  noble  Knights,  &c.  has  been  intimated  be¬ 
fore.  I  {hall  therefore  only  add,  That  this 
Tranflation  by  Sir  Thomas  Malory  or  Male  ore, 
was  afterwards  reprinted  by  Thomas  Eaf  at 

London ,  in  Folio ;  and  at  the  End  of  it  is  this 

Note ; 
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Note :  ‘This  tranjlacyon  jynyJJjed  the  ix  yere  of 
the  reigne  of  Kyng  Edward  the  fourthe  by  Syr 
Thomas  Maleore  knyghte ,  &c. 

3.  The  lyf  of  Charles  the  great.  Among  the 
Works  of  Chrijlina  de  Pijan ,  is  one  Book  in 
French ,  with  this  Title  :  Des  faits  et  bonnes 
mceurs  du  /age  Roy  Charles  V.  faicl  et  compose 
per  Chriftine  de  Pifan  damoijelley  accompli  le 
defremer  jour  de  Novembre  Van  de  grace 
Mcccciv. 

Mr.  Palmer  mentions  a  Book  of  Homilies  asinpry  of 
printed  this  Year  by  Mr.  Caxton.  But  th\sPrintin£- 
leems  to  be  no  other  than  the  Tiber  Fejlivalis 
before  mentioned,  which,  through  miftake, 

Mr.  Palmer  has  multiplied  into  the  following 
Books  :  1.  Liber  Fejiivalis.  2.  Dire VI ions  for 
keeping  the  Feajls  of  the  whole  Year.  3.  An  Ex~ 
pojition  on  the  Lord’s-prayer,  belief,  command- 
mentes,  ieven  facraments,  feven  virtues,  feven 
deadly  lynnes,  item  the  general  fentence,  or  fen- 
tence  of  curling,  modus  fuiminandi  fenrentiam, 
the  beads  on  Sondays.  4.  A  book  of  Homilies. 

The  lame  Writer  tells  us,  That  this  Year  Mr, 

Caxton  likewife  printed  Vite  Patrum ,  which 
was  not  printed  till  after  his  Death. 

The  next  Year  Mr.  Palmer  tells  us,  he  print-  A.  D. 
ed  a  Book  entitled,  A  l2  reatife  againjl  Pride.  Of  l486- 
this  I  can  give  no  Account. 

The  Year  following  he  printed  The  book  of  A.  D. 
good  manners.  Fob  This  Mr.  Caxton  tells  us,  I48z- 
*  was  compiled  by  the  venerable  Frere  jfaques 
le  Graunf,  in  Latin  ‘Jacobus  magnus,  lycen- 
4  cyat  in  Theology  religious  of  the  Order  of  St. 

?  Aufhn,  and,  that  the  booke  is  of  auctorite  for 
-  as  moche  as  there  is  nothyng  fayde  therein 

H  4  ‘  but 


9§ 


A.  D. 

id.8o. 


"i'be  Life  of  William  Caxton. 

t  kut  for  the  mood  part  it  is  alledged  by  fcrip- 
ture  or  ehis  by  fayeng  of  holy  feyntes  dodlours 
s  philofophres.’ —  It  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Cax¬ 
ton  by  a  ipecia!  frende  oi  his,  a  Mercer  of  Lon- 
don^  named  William  Praat ,  and  mandated  by 
him  out  ot  Frenfhe  and  fynyjhed  the  vm  of 

Jujn  Miiiiclxxxvi. — and  enprynted  xi  of  May 
after,  14S7. 

^  Mr.  Caxton  mud  be  now  well  advanced  in 
1  cars  ;  io  char,  either  on  that  Account,  or  his 
being  difabled  by  fome  indifpofition,  or,  that 
*'ie  books  printed  by  him  this  Year  have  no 
Dare,  or  for  fome  other  Reafon,  there  do  not 
appear  any  of  his  Books  printed  the  next  Year, 
34S8.  Mr.  Palmer ,  indeed,  mentions  a  Book 
printed  by  him  this  Year,  named  Dives  and 
Lazarus^  A  dialogue  on  the  decalogue.  Pol.  But 
this  fee m s  the  fame  Miflake  which  he  made 
about  the  Vite  Patrum,  which  was  printed  by 
de  Worde ,  A.  D.  1495,  as  this  Book  was  by  the 
fame  Printer  1496. 

In  the  next  Year  were  printed,  by  Mr.  Caxton , 
the  two  following  Books. 

1.  The  dodlrinal  cj  Sapience.  Mr.  Caxton 
tells  us,  1  bat  £  the  ryght  reverend  fader  in 
‘  God  Guy  de  Roye,  by  the  dyvyne  miferacyon 
e  Archebyfhop  of  Sence  had  doon  this  boke  for 
the  helthe  of  his  ioule,  and  of  the  foules  of 

c  alle  hys  people.- - and  in  efpecyall  for  fym- 

*  pie  lay- men  to  ftyr  them  up  to  devotion and, 
that  it  was  tranflated  by  him  out  of  Frenjhe 
at  Wejlmejlre  and  fynyjbed  vn  of  May,  1489. 
A  very  curious  and  accurate  Writer  has  ob- 
lerved,  1  hat  this  Book  is  the  firjl  in  which  he 
had  taken  Notice  of  Caxton  s  Cypher 


being 
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being  applied - as  it  generally  is  in  thofe 

that  he  °  afterwards  publilhed.  But  it  appears 
by  what  has  been  already  faid,  that  he  applied 
ic  to  one  Book,  at  leaft,  nine  Years  before. 
Mr.  Palmer  intimates,  that  it  was  applied  to 
the  Book  of  Chefs,  the  firft  Book,  as  I  have 
fuppofed,  printed  by  Mr.  Caxton  here  in  Eng¬ 
land.  The  Reafon,  perhaps,  why  this  Cypher 
is  not  oftner  met  with,  is,  That  being  a  Sort  of 
Picture  on  a  fpare  Leaf,  at  the  End  of  the 
Books,  it  has  been  torn  out  by  Children,  &e. 
as  is  the  known  Cafe  of  other  old  Books. 

2.  The  book  oj  the  fayt  of  armes  and  chyvalrye 
which  Chriftine  of  Pyfe  drew  out  of  Vegetius  de 
re  militari.  This  Book  was  written  in  French, 
and  the  Title  of  it,  Le  liure  desfaits  d'  Armes  et 
de  Chevalrie  par  Chriftine  de  Pifan.  Mr.  Cax¬ 
ton  tells  us,  it  was  delivered  to  him  by  the 
mojl  criften  kyng  and  *  redubted  Pry  nee  his  Sove- ! 
rayne  lord  Henry  vu  kyng  of  englond  and  of 
fraunce  in  his  palais  of  Weftmeftre  the  xxiii 
day  of  Janvuere  the  ini  yere  of'  his  regne ,  who 
defyred  and  wylled  him  to  tranfate  this  faid 
booke ,  and  reduce  it  into  our  engli/h  and  natural 
tonge ,  and  to  put  it  in  Prynte. 

The  next  Year  Mr.  Caxton  printed  the  two 
following  Books. 

i.  The  boke  of  Eneidos  made  in  Latyn  by 
that  noble  Poet  and  grete  clerk  Vyrgyle. 
This  boke  was  p  tranflated  out  of  Latin  "in¬ 
to 

°  It  does  not  appear,  that  Mr.  Caxton  afterwards  printed  above 
three  Books. 

p  This,  is  not  a  proper  Tranflation  of  this  Poem  of  Virgil's,  but 
only  a  Hiilory  of  Eneas,  taken  from  thence.  It  begins  with  pre- 
fuppofing,  that  ‘  Troye  the  grete  capytall  cyte,  and  thexcellentelt  of 
!  al]  the  cy tees  of  the  countree  and  regyon  of  A/ye  was  conftru&e  ami 

*  ede^ 
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s o  *  French ,  as  Mr.  Caxton  tells  us,  by  fbme 
noble  clerks  of  Fraunce.  'To  the  honour  of  god 
almyghty,  fays  he,  and  to  the  glory ous  vyrgyne 
Marye  moder  of  all  grace ,  and  to  the  utylyte  and 
prouffyt  of  all  the  policy e  mondayne  this  prefente 
books ^  compyled  by-  V yrgyle  ryghf  fubtyl  and  in- 
genyous  or  at  our  and  Poete  intytuled  Eneydos 
hath  be  tranflated  oute  of  latyne  into  comyn 
language  by  Jbme  noble  clerke  or  excellent  Scho¬ 
lar,  oj-  Fraunce.  It  was  tranflated  by  Mr.  Cax¬ 
ton  ,  out  or  French  Prole  into  Englijh,  and  fi¬ 
nished  by  him  the  22d  Day  of  Juyn  the  yere  of 
our  lords  1490  in  the  5th  yere  of  K.  Henry  VII, 
and  prefented  by  him  unto  the  hye  borne  his  to 
commynge  naturell  and  j'overayn  lord  Arthur 
Prince  of ^  Walys,  due  oj  Cornwall  and  erle  of 
Chefter  Jirfl  bygotten  [one  and  heyer  unto  oure 
mojle  dradde ,  natural  and  J’ouerayne  lord ,  and 

moft  cryjlen  Kyng  Henry  VII.  At  the  End  is 
this  Colophon  : 

Here  fynyfsheth  the  boke  of  Eneydos  compylyd 
by  Vyrgyle  which  hath  be  tranflated  out  of  la- 
tyne  into  frenfhe,  and  out  of  Frenfhe  reduced 

into  engiyfshe  by  me  Wyllm  Caxton  40.  The 
Leaves  are  not  number’d,  nor  is  there  the  Di¬ 
rection  Word,  but  only  the  Signatures r. 

This  Translation,  as  Mr.  Caxton  calls  it,  he 
£  prayed  May  Her  John  Skelton  late  created 

*  Poete  laureate  in  the  Univerlite  of  Oxenforde 

edefyed  by  the  ryght  puyfTnunt,  and  renomed  kyng  Pryamus  lone 
of  laomedon  delcended  of  thauncyent  ftocke  of  Dardanus  by  many 
4  degrees,  whiche  was  fone  of  Jubyter  and  of  Elettra  his  wyf  after 

*  the  fy diions  Poetique.’ 

^  ^  Livre  des  Eneides  compile  par  Virgile  tranflate  de  Latin  ent 
Francois  par  Guillaume  de  Roy.  Lyon.  1483. 

r  At  the  End  is  the  fame  wooden  Print  of  Mr,  Caxton' $  Cypher 
as  is  at  the  End  o f  thy  mage  of  the  worlds. 
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*  to  overfee  and  corredt,  and  *  taddrefle  and  ex-* dedicate. 
‘  powne,  where  as  fhall  be  founde  faulte,  to 

*  theym  that  fhall  requyre  it.  For  him,  he  faid, 

*  he  knew  fuffycienc  to  expowne  and  englyfshe 
‘  every  difficulte  that  is  therin.’  For  this  he  gave 
the  following  Reafon  ;  ‘  That  Skelton  had  late 
‘  tranflated  the  Epiftles  of  Tulle,  and  the  boke 
‘  of  Dyodorus  Siculus,  and  dyuerfe  otherwerkys 
‘  out  of  Latyn  into  Englyjhe,  not  in  rude  and 
‘  olde  language,  but  in  poly  died  and  ornate 

*  termes  craftily  as  he  that  had  reade  Vyrgyle , 

*  Ovyde,  Tullye  and  all  the  other  Poetes  and 
‘  Oratours  to  him  unknown.'  Erafmus,  in  a 
Letter  of  his  to  King  Henry  VIII,  Riles  this 
Poet,  Britannicarum  liter  arum  lumen  et  decus.  Athenae 
But  he,  too  freely  reflecting,  in  fome  of  his0*5"- 
Poems,  on  the  Conduit  of  Cardinal  WolJ'ey,  he 

fo  clofely  purfued  him  by  his  Officers,  that 
S kelt on  was  forced  to  take  Sandtuary  at  Wejl- 
minjler,  where,  it’s  faid,  he  was  kindly  enter¬ 
tained  by  the  Abbat  ‘John  IJlip ,  and  died  in  his 
Sanctuary,  and  was  buried  in  the  Chancel  of 
the  Church  of  St.  Margaret's,  hard  by  the  Ab- 
by.  Over  his  Grave  was  this  Infcription  put 
foon  after : 

Johannes  S  kelt  onus  Fates  Fieri  us  hie  fitus  efl. 
Animam  egit  xxi  Junij  an.  Dom.  M.D.XXIX. 

* 

It  fee  ms  as  if  now  either  Mr.  Caxton  s  Bufi- 
nefs  was  upon  the  Decline,  or,  that  he  was 
about  leaving  it  off.  Since  he  tells  us,  in  his 
Prologue  to  this  Book,  That  *  after  dyvers 

*  werkes  made,  tranflated  and  *  achieved,  ha- * fin^:d. 

‘  ving  noo  werke  in  honde,  he  fittyng  in  his  ftu- 

?  dye,  where  as  lave  many  dyuerfe  paunflettis 

‘  and 
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4  and  bookys,  happened,  that  to  his  hande  came 
‘  this  lytyl  booke  in  Frenjhe.'  This,  I  fuppofe, 
is  the  lame  with  what  is  called,  The  Hijlorv  of 
Eneas. 

2.  A  lyttle  trayte  fhort  and  ahreged  fpekynge 
of  tharte  and  crajte  to  lerne  well  to  deye  :  tran¬ 
slated  out  of  Frenfe  into  Engly/lje,  by  William 
Caxton  the  xv  day  of  fuyn  1490.  Fob  In  a 
Collection  of  dy  tires  devout  treatifes,  in  Eng  lift 
Manufcript,  there  is  one  with  this  Title,  Ars 
moriendi,  or  the  crafte  of  dying.  Whether  this 
be  the  fame  with  that  which  Mr.  Caxton  print¬ 
ed,  I  have  it  not  in  my  Power  to  examine.  But 
this  Tradt,  perhaps,  Mr.  Caxton  might  chufe 
to  tranflate  and  print  at  this  Time,  for  his  own 
Uie  as  well  as  that  of  others,  being  now  arrived 
at  a  Time  of  Life  wherein  it  behoved  him  to 
think  of  dying,  and  to  make  Preparation  for  it. 
Thus  the  famous  Cardinal  Bellarmine  told  his 
Friend,  Cardinal  Francis  Sfortia ,  that  he  wrote 
his  Book  of  The  Art  of  dying  well,  that  he  him- 
fell,  who  was  now  advanced  in  Years,  might 
be  prepared  for  Death. 

Befides  the  forementioned  Books,  we  find 
printed  by  this  diligent  and  laborious  Man  Se¬ 
veral  others,  without  the  Name  of  the  Place,  or 
any  Notice  of  the  Time  when  they  were  printed. 
Some  of  thefe  have  been  already  taken  Notice 
of  in  the  Order  of  T i me  in  which  I  thought  it 
mo  ft  probable  they  were  published.  Of  thofe 
that  remain,  I  Shall  now  give  the  beft  Account 
1  can,  and  begin  with  thole  which  are  fuppofed 
to  be  fome  of  his  firft  or  mold  early  Perform¬ 
ances. 

I.  Boecius  de  confolacione  Philofopbie.  This  Mr. 
Caxton  tells  us,  was  tr (inflated  out  of  Latyn  into 
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our  ufual  and  moder  tongue  by  the  worjhipful  fader 
and ' fir  ft  foundeur  and  embclijher  of  ornate  eloquence 
in  our  Englifsh ,  Maifter  Geffrey  Chaucer.  It  is 
printed  with  a  Part  of  Boecius’s  Latin,  and  at 
the  End  of  the  Book  is  an  Epitaph  for  Chau¬ 
cer,  in  Latin  Verfe,  made  by  Stephen  Surigon, 

Poet  Laureat  of  Milan,  at  the  Coil  and  In- 
ftance  of  Mr.  Caxton.  This  is  printed  in  feme 
of  the  ‘  Editions  of  Chaucer's  Works.  The 
Book  is  without  any  Signatures,  numbring  of 
Leaves,  Date,  or  Place  of  Printing.  Mr.  Cax¬ 
ton  gives  us  the  following  Account  of  the  Rea- 
fons  that  induced  Chaucer  to  tranflate  this 
Book,  and  himielf  to  print  it.  *  Forafmoche, 

1  fays  he,  as  the  ftile  of  it  is  harde  and  difficile 
4  to  be  underflonde  of  fimple  perfones,  therfore 
‘  the  worfhipful  fader  &  firft  foundeur  and 
‘  embelifher  of  ornate  eloquence  in  our  Englijk , 

4  I  mene  Mayfter  Geffrey  Chaucer ,  hath  tranfla- 
‘  ted  it  out  of  Latyn  as  neygh  as  is  poffible  to 
4  be  underftande.  Wherin,  in  myne  oppynon, 

‘  he  hath  defervid  a  perpetual  lawde  and  thanke 
‘  °*  al  this  noble  royame  of  England  —  Thenne 
‘  for  as  moche  as  this  fa  yd  boke  fo  tranflated  is 
‘  rare,  and  not  Ipred  ne  knowen  as  it  is  digne 
‘  and  worthy,  for  the  erudicion  of  fuche  as  ben 
‘  ignoraunt,  atte  requefte  of  a  finguler  frend 
*  and  *goffib  of  myne,  I  William  Caxton  have  *  kinfman. 
'  done  my  *  devoir  temprynte  it  in  fourme  as  is  •<**«. 

‘  here  afore  made.’  <vour. 

II.  A  Collection  of  Chaucer  s  and  f  Lydgate's 

f  £ee  7 he  « works  of  our  ancient  and  lerned  Bnglijh  Poet  Geffrey 
v  .u-iucer,  newly  printed  Londini  impenfis  Geor.  Bifliop.  Anno  1 602. 

‘  Stephen  Hawes  was  highly  efteemed  by  King  Henry  VII. 
ci  is  p.oc  lgious  Memory,  which  did  evidently  appear  in  this 
that  he  could  repeat  by  heart  moll  of  our  Englijh  Poets,  efpeciaflv 

f.  Lydgate,  a  Monk  of  Bury,  whom  he  made  eaual  in  feme  Re- 
ypeiis  With  G.  dancer. 

Poems. 
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Poems,  40.  This  Book  is  without  any  Signa¬ 
tures,  Date,  or  Name  of  Place  or  Printer.  It. 
contains  the  following  Pieces. 

1.  Stans  puer  ad  menfam:  or  Lefions  of  Be¬ 
haviour  to  the  Young. 

2.  An  holy  Salve  regina  in  englifh.  In  the 
hours  of  the  moft  blefled  Virgin  Mary,  as  the 
Book  is  termed,  is  what  is  there  called,  A  Profe 
concerning  the  blejfed  Virgin  Mary  in  Latin, 
which  thus  begins ;  Salve  regina  mifericordie, 

vita,  dulcedo,  et  fpes  nojlra,  falve. - Which 

blafphemous  Add  refs  was  in  great  Requeft  with 
the  Papifts. 

3.  Parvus  Catho. 

4.  Magnus  Catho. 

5.  Fable  of  the  Chorle  and  the) 

Birde.  - — — *  —  — —  C  By  John 

6.  Fable  of  the  Horfe,  the  Ghoos,  t  Lydgate. 

and  the  Sheep.  ■ —  —  — ' 

y.  A  lift  of  proper  terms  or  phrafes  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  beafts,  birds,  &c. 

8.  The  temple  of  glas.  By  J oh n  Lydgate. 

9.  Scipio’ s  dream  called  the  Parliament  of 
Birds,  or  Temple  of  brafs.  By  Chaucer. 

10.  A  tretyfe  whiche  John  Skogan  fente  unto 
the  lordes  and  gentiimen  of  the  kynge’s  hows, 
exortyng  them  to  lofe  no  tyme  in  theire 
yonghthe.  By  Chaucer. 

1 1.  The  good  counceyl  of  Chaucer  ;  or  the 
book  of  curtefy. 

12.  Annelida  and  Arcyte.  By  Chaucer. 

13.  Chaucer's  complainte  to  his  Purfe. 

14.  u  Thenuoye  of  Chaucer  to  K.  Henry  the 
fourthe. 

u  Envoye,  The  Envoy,  or  conclusion  of  a  Ballet  or  Sonnet,  in 
a  fnort  itanzo  by  it  felf,  and  ferving  oftentimes  as  a  dedication  of 
the  whole.  Cotgrwvi s  Fr,  Didlion. 

The 
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The  Writer  of  the  Preface  to  the  lad  Edition 
of  Chaucer's  Works  1721,  gives  the  following 
Account  of  this  Collection  from  J.  Bagford ; 
which  (hews,  that  neither  he  nor  Bagford  had 
ever  feen  it.  ‘  Wyllyam  Caxton ,  or  rather  Wyn~ page  8, 

*  kyn  de  Worde ,  printed  in  40,  among  other 
‘  things,  feveral  Imall  Pieces  of  Chaucer's ,  as 

*  the  counfel  to  Chaucer  ;  Chaucer ’j  enuoy  to 

*  Scogan  ;  Little  John,  called  the  book  of  cour- 
‘  tefy ;  Annelyda  and  jalfe  Arcyte ;  the  compleynt 
‘  of  Chaucer  to  his  empty  purfe ,  &e;  However, 
in  this  Edition  the  following^#  Pieces  of  Chau¬ 
cer  s>  in  this  Collection,  are  thus  recited. 

1.  The  AfTemble  of  foules  — -  — ■  y>.  4 13 

2.  Scogan  unto  the  Lordes  and  Gentilmen  of 

the  Kinge’s  Houle  —  _  —  p.  -46 

3.  Goode  counfaile  of  Chaucer  —  348! 

4.  Of  Queen  Annelida  and  falfe  Arcite— 430 

5.  Chaucer  to  his  empty  purfe,  p.  549.  In 
the  Edition  of  Chaucers  Works  1602,  this  is 
•laid  to  be  Thomas  Occleve' s,  who  calls  Chaucer 
his  dere  maifter  and  father. 

6.  Chaucer  unto  the  King  —  p.  549 
III.  "N‘  The  book  op  fame  made  by  G.  Chaucer.*  <n,e 

fol.  Emprynted  by  Wylliam  Caxton.  Houfi  °J 

I  vr.  Canterbury  tales  by  Chaucer,  fol.  explicit 
per  Caxton.  Of  this  there  is  an  imperfeCl  Co¬ 
py  in  Pepys's  Library  in  St.  Mary  Magdalen  Col¬ 
lege  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge ;  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Account  of  which,  was  kindly  tranl- 
mitted  to  me  by  my  learned  and  worthy 
friend  Dr.  Dan.  Water  land. ,  the  prefent  Mafter 
of  it. 


1.  Prologue.  The  Running  Title  for  fix  teen 
Leaves  j  wherein  are  contained  feveral 

little 
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little  Prologues  relating  to  the  infuing 
Tales. 

2.  The  knyphtis  'Tale.  For  thirty  Leaves. 

3.  The  My ller  s  Prologe.  About  two  Pages. 

4.  The  Myller’s  Tale.  For  nine  Leaves. 

5.  The  Reve’s  Prologe.  Quantity  of  two  Pages. 

6.  The  Reve’s  Tale.  Six  Leaves,  excepting 

a  Page. 

7.  The  Cokis  Prologe.  Somewhat  more  than  a 

Page. 

8.  cl he  Cokis  tale.  A  Page  and  a  half. 

9.  The  man  oj  Lawys  Prologe.  Three  Pages. 

10.  The  man  or  Lawys  tale.  Sixteen  Leaves. 

1 1.  The  Marchante’s  Prologe.  One  Page. 

12.  The  Marchante’s  tale.  Fifteen  Leaves  and 

a  half. 

13.  The  Prologe  of  the  Squyer.  One  Page. 

34.  The  Squyer’s  'Tale.  Nine  Leaves. 

*  Explicit  pars  fecunda.  Incipit  pars  tertia. 

Apollo  whirleth  up  his  chare  fo  high 
A  till  that  god  Mercurius  hous  the  Jligh. 

*—  there  is  no  more  of  the  Squyer’s  tale. 

15.  The  wordes  of  the  Frankeleyns.  A  Page. 

16.  The  Frankeleyns  Prologe.  Half  a  Page. 

17.  The  Frankeleyns  tale.  Twelve  Leaves. 

18.  The  Wyf  of  Bathe’ s  Prologe.  Twelve  Leaves. 

*  Explicit  pars  fecunda, 

Apollo  ^whirleth  up  his  chair  fo  high 
\ Till  that  the  god  Mercurius  houfe  he  fiie . 

%  There  can  be  found  no  more  of  this  forefaid  Tale,  which 
hath  been  fought  in  diures  places.  ‘The  Workes  of*™—  Geffrey  Chau¬ 
cer  .  fol.  25.  b .  Edit .  1602, 

39.  The 
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19.  The  Wyf  of  Bathe’*  tale.  Five  Leaves  and 

a  half. 

20.  The  Freris  Prologe. 

21.  T  he  Freris  tale.  Five  Leaves. 

22.  The  Sompnour's  Prologe.  A  little  more  than 


a  Page. 


23.  The  Sompnour's  tale.  Eight  Leaves. 

24.  The  Prologe  of  the  Clerke  oj  Oxen  ford. 


Two 


Pages. 


25.  The  Clerkis  tale  of  Oxenford.  Eighteen 

Leaves. 

26.  W ordes  of  the  Hcojl.  Seven  Lines. 

27.  Second  Nonnys  Prologe.  Two  Leaves. 

28.  The  tale  of  the  Nonne.  Seven  Leaves. 

29.  The  prologe  oj  the  Chanon  s yeman.  Two  Leaves 

and  half. 

30.  The  tale  of  the  Chanon  s  yeman .  Ten  Leaves. 

31.  T  he  tale  of  the  dofiour  of  Phifck,  Four  Leaves. 

32.  The  wordes  of  the  Hoof} .  Somewhat  more 

than  a  Page. 

33.  The  Pardoners  Prologe,  Two  Leaves  and 

one  Page. 

34.  The  Tale  of  the  Pardoner.  Six  Leaves  and 

half. 

35.  The  Tale  of  the  fhypman.  Six  Leaves, 

36.  Verba  Hojpitis.  Half  a  Page. 

37.  The  Pryorefes  Prologe.  One  Page  and  half. 

38.  The  Tale  oj  the  Pryorejfe.  Three  Leave?. 

39.  The  Prologue  c/’Chaucer'*  tale.  One  Page. 

40.  The  Ryme  oj  — — Sir  Thopas.  Two  Leaves 

and  half. 


4  r.  The  wordes  of  the  Hoof}.  A  Page  and  a  half  j 
fequitur  Chaucer’*  tale, 

42.  The  tale  of  Chaucer.  Twentv  Leaves. 

43.  The  Monk.es  Prologue.  Three  Pages. 

44.  The  tale  of  the  Monke.  Twelve  Leaves. 

I  45.  The 
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45.  The  Prologue  of  the  Nonnys  Preejl.  A  Pago 

and  half. 

46.  The  tale  of  the  Nonnys  Preejl.  Nine  Leaves. 

47.  The  Mauncyplis  Prologue,  Two  Leaves. 

48.  The  tale  of  the  Mauncypyl.  Three  Leaves, 

and  half. 

49.  The  Parfannys  Prologue.  Three  Pages. 

£0.7 he  tale  of  the  Parfon.  Profe.  Thirty  two 

Leaves. 

Explicit  traSlatus  Galfridi  Chaucer  de  peni- 
tencia ,  ut  dicitur ,  pro  Pabula  ReSloris. 

y  Now  praye  I  to  hem  alle  that  herken  thys 
lityl  tretife  or  reden  it,  &c. - 

V.  Troilus  and  Crefeide.  Explicit  per  Caxton, 

VI.  The  If  of  the  glorious  Vyrgyn  and  Martyr 
Saynt  Katheryn  of  Sene,  with  the  revelations  of 
Saynt  Elyfabeth  the  kynge's  doughter  of  Hun- 
garie,  fol.  with  Mr.  Caxton' $  Cypher  1%) 

The  firjl  of  thefe,  Mr.  Caxton  tells  us,  is  a  le¬ 
gend  compyled  by  a  worfhipful  clerke ,  Fryer  Rey- 
mond  of  the  ordre  of  St.  Domynic  dodlor  of  de- 
vynyte,  and  confejfor  of  this  holy  Virgyn.  In  the 
Preface  to  a  little  Book  in  40.  printed  at  Ant¬ 
werp,  1603,  with  the  following  Title,  D.  Ca- 
tharinae  Senenfis  Virginis  fan dlijjim ce  Ord.  P ra¬ 
dio  at  orum  Vita  ac  Miracula  Jeleffiora  z  For  mis 

aneis 

«% 

y  This  is  omitted  in  Speghf s  Edition  of  the  Works  of  Chaucer , 
Londini  impenfu  Georg.  Biffiop.  1602.  but  is  added  in  the  new 
Edition  1721,  as  it  is  laid,  from  MS.  Ch.  with  fome  amendment  % 
out  of  other  MSS .  where  the  fen fe  required  it :  as  if  the  Editor  had 
never  feen  this  Edition  of  Caxton. 

z  There  are  two  and  thirty  of  thefe  Copper  Cuts.  In  the  lad  of 
them  it  is  affirm’d,  That  the  ’very  Hour  this  Catherine  died,  Tho¬ 
mas  Fenna ,  the  Apoftolical  Prothonotary  faw  the  Heavens  open, 

and 
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tenets  expreffa ,  this  Frier  Raymond  is  mention¬ 
ed  as  one  of  the  Evidence;  of  the  Fails  here 
reprefented,  and  ftiled,  B.  Raymundus  Capu- 
anus  Doff  or  Theologus ,  et  Dominicans  families 
Magi  ft  er  Generaiis .  The  other  of  thefe  Trails 
feems  to  have  been  an  Englifo  Tranflation  of 
the  Legend  in  the  Lombaraic  Hiftory,  or  Golden 
Legend.  In  a  Book  entitled,  Liber  trium  viro~ 
rum  et  trium  Spiritualium  Virginum.  Emifsd. 

Pariftis  1513,  are  four  Books  of  the  Vifions  and 
Dilcourfes  of  Elifabeth,  a  Nun  of  Scbonhaug 
in  Germany ,  one  of  her  Letters,  and  a  Sixth 
of  her  Tranflation. 

VII.  Speculum  vite  Chrifti  or  the 3  myrroure  of 
the  bleffyd  lyf  of  Jhefu  Cryfte  compiled  from  the 
Latin  book  of  Dr  Bonaventure  de  meditaci- 

one  vite  Chrifti - together  with  a  fhort  trea- 

tyce  of  the  byefl  and  mo  fie  worthy  Sacramente  of 
Chrifte'j  blejiid  body  and  the  merveylles  thereof, 

Fol.  This  is  exprelly  faid  to  be  printed  by 
William  Caxton ,  and  has  his  Cypher  at  the 
End.  1$ •  Then  follows  a  devoute 
*  orayfon  to  the  Holy  Sacramente,  and  after  i  t  *  prayer. 
this  Colophon  ; 

Explicit  Speculum  vite  Crifti  complete.  In 
omni  tribulatione ,  temptacione ,  necefftate  et  an - 


and  ^/-afeendiag  aloft  among  Quiers  of  Angels,  and  that  a  devout 
Widow,  named  Semia  faw  her  crowned  with  a  triple  Crown,  and 
received  by  Chrift  her  Spoufe  fitting  on  a  Throne. 

a  The  bcoke  chat  is  clepid,  The  Mirror  of  the  blejfed  Life  of  our 
Lord  jefus  Grid  written  firft  in  Latin  by  Bonaventure,  as  is  faid, 
and  tranflated  into  Englifti,  tho  with  fome  variation.  It  contains 
devout  meditations  proper  for  every  Day  of  the  Week.  At  the  end 
fome  Miracles  of  the  body  of  Chrift  appearing  in  the  Sacrament* 
and  a  Prayer  to  Chrift  and  the  Virgin  Mary  in  English.  Catalozus 
MSS .  in  C  C C Cantab.  />.  53. 
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gtiflya.  fuccurre  nobis  pijjima  Virgo.  Amen. 

'IBP 

Memorandum ,  quod  circa  annum  domini 
1410,  original  is  copia  hujus  libri  in  anglicis 
prefentebatur  Londoni  per  compilatorem  ejuf- 
dem,  reverendiflimo  in  Crifto  Patri  et  domino 
Thome  Ar undell  Cantuarienfi  Archiepifcopo,  ad 
infpiciendum  et  debite  examinandum  ante- 
quam  fuerat  libere  communicata.  Qui  poll 
infpeccionem  ejufdem  per  dies  aliquot  retradens 
ipfum  librum  memorato  ejufdem  libri  proprie 
vocis  oraculo  in  fingulis  commendavit  et  ap- 
probavit,  nec  non  et  audloritate  fua  metropoli- 
tico,  ut  pote  catholicum,  publice  communican- 
dum  decrevit,  et  mandavit  ad  fidelium  edifica- 
cionem,  et  bereticorum  five  Lollardorum  con- 
futacionem. 

The  realon  given  for  the  Title  of  this  Book, 
or  its  being  called  The  myrroure  of  the  bejfyd  lyf 
of  Jhefu  Grille  is,  bycaufe  the  lyf  o/  Crifte  may 
not  be  fully  defcryued  as  the  lyves  of  othir  fayntes , 
but  in  a  manere  of  lykenefe  as  tbymage  of  mantis 
face  is  fheuned  in  the  myrrour  or  looking  glade, 

VIII.  b  Direclorium  Sacer datum  :  five  Grdi- 
nale  fecundum  ufum  Sarum,  una  cum  Defenfo- 
rio  ejufdem  Diredtorij  ;  item  1 Trablatus  qui  di- 
citur  Crede  michi.  Fol.  To  this  Book  is  pre¬ 
fixed  a  Callendar,  at  the  End  of  which  is  Mr. 
Caxton  %  Cypher  .  After  this  fol¬ 

lows  a  Prologue,  which  ends  thus :  Nunc  igi- 

b  Another  Edition  of  this  Book  was  printed  by  R.  Pynfon,  1503, 
with  this  Title,  Direclorium  Sacerdotu?n  five  Ordinale  barum.  In 
the  Breviary,  after  theUfeof  Sarum ,  it  is  called.  Pica.  And  in 
our  Englifh  Liturgy,  the  Pye. 

In  nomine  lande  et  individue  trinitatis  Incipit  ordo  Brevi- 
arij  feu  Portiforij  fecundum  morem  et  confuetudinem  ecclefie  Sarif 
burienjh  anglicane :  una  cum  ordinal i  fuo  :  quod  ufitato  vocabulo  di- 
citurPiCA  live  direttorium facer  datum* 


tur 


1 1  i 


The  Life  of  William  Caxton. 

tur  obfecro  vos  O  dni  facerdotes,  ut  hoc  dire- 
dtorium  benigne  a  me  fufcipere  dignemini,  ec 
fecundum  ill ud  dirigite  viatn  domini  in  divinis 
Officiis  celebrandis  et  dicendis ;  et  cum  bene  vo» 
bis  fuerir,  mementote  mei  peccatoris  fcriptoris 
tocius  hujus  Ordinalis  Clementis  Maydejlon  fa- 
cerdotis. 

Next  this  Prologue  follows  the  DireBorium 
and  the  Defenfortum  DireBorij,  at  the  End  of 
which  is  this  Colophon  : 

_  Imprejfum  elf  hoc  DireBorium  cum  Defenfo - 
no  ejuldem  per  W illelmum  Caxton  apud  (Vejl- 
monajlerium  prope  London. 

Then  follows  the  little  T raft,  called  Crede 
weft ;  the  Reafon  of  which  Name  is  given  as 

follows :  Quia - -  in  hoc  opere  non  l'cribitur 

ahqua  reguia  nifi  fit  vera  fecundum  Ordinale 
Sarum  et  bene  c  ventilata,  ac  peritorum  viro- 
rum  teiiimonio  ac  figillis  confirmata  :  ideo  pre- 
lens  opufculum  vocatur  Crede  mi  chi,  nam  qui 
predidlas  regulas  memoriter  tenet  vix  potent 
errare  in  fervicio  divino,  Deo  gracias, 

Caxton  me  fieri  fecit, 

Thefe  three  are  the  only  Books  that  we  have 
of  Mr.  Caxton' s  printing  in  latin ,  though  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  the  latin  Text  intermixed  with 
fome  of  the  Tranfiations  which  he  printed  ;  as 
of  Boetms ,  Cato,  the  xii  proiiffits  of  tribula •* 
cyon,  Speculum  Crifli  ;  tharte  or  craft  oj  dying. 
This,  however,  is  a  Proof,  that  he  did  not  con¬ 
fine  himlelf  to  the  printing  of  Englijh  Books 
only. 

‘equentes  Aruculi  ventilati  f’unc  et  approbati  per  canonicos  ec-. 
dene  Sat  urn, 

l  3  '  IX.  The 
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IX.  The  chaflyfmg  of  Goddes  chyldren ,  a 
book  proufFycable  for  marine’s  foule,  and  right 
comfortable  to  the  body,  and  fpecially  in  ad- 
Verfite.  Fol.  Tins  Title  is  thus  in  a  Copy  of 
this  Book  in  Secretary  Pepys’s  Library ;  Fhe 
f  r off y table  boke  for  marines  Joule  and  right  com- 
jortable  to  the  body ,  and  fpecyally  in  adverfitie 
and  trybulacyon,  •, whiche  boke  is  callid ,  The  cha- 

flyfing  of  Godde’s  children.  At  the  End  is  this 

Colophon : 

^  This  boke  was  lately  tranflated  oute  of 
Frenfhe  into  Englyfihe  by  a  right  well  difpofed 
per  Tone  ;  (or  becaufe  the  fayd  perfone  thought 
it  Decenary  to  al  devout  peple  to  rede,  or  to 
here  it  rede,  and  alfo  caufed  the  fayd  boke  to 
be  enprynted. 

Explicit  hie  liber  caftigacionis  puerorum  Dei. 

X.  A  books  compofed  of  dyuerfe  goflly  matters, 
FoL  ot  whiche  the  frjie  treaty fe  is  named  Oro- 
logium  Sapiencie,  {hewing  (even  pointes  of  true 
love  of  everladynge  wifdom.  At  Wedminfre . 
Fol.  This  name  was  gyven  herto,  as  hyt  is 
feyde  in  the  proheme  of  the  boke,  bycaufe  that 
the  mater  therof  was  {hewn  to  him  that  wrote 
hit,  as  in  a  vilioun,  under  the  figure  and  like- 
ne(s  of  a  wonder  fayre  Orologe  feted  and  arayed 
with  paflynge  fayre  Rofes,  and  with  Symbales 
fweet  fownynge,  &c. 

Shti  legit  emendet,  Jrefjorem  non  reprehendat 
Wyllelmum  Caxton,  cut  Deus  alta  tradat . 

The  Colophon  info  rms  ur,  That  this  booke  was 
lately  tranflated  out  of  Frenfhe  by  a  right  well  dif¬ 
pofed 
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pofed  perfon,  but  unperfyght  in  fuch  werke, 
who  caufed  the  fayd  book  to  be  enprynted,  and 
humbly  befoughte  the  readers  of  their  charite 
to  pray  for  the  loule  of  the  tranfiator.  It  con- 
hits  of  two  other  little  Traits  befides  this. 

In  the  Manufcript  Collection  of  devout  Penes  m. 
Traits,  in  Englijh ,  before- mentioned,  is  one 
with  this  Title  ;  Orilogium  Sapiencie  in  maner 
of  a  Dialog  [betwixt  Dijciple  and  Ifyjdom ]  and 
tretith  howe  we  [hall  lerne  to  dye.  In  this  little 
Trait  are  feveral  Texts  of  Scripture  quoted 
from  the  Vulgar  Latin ,  and  tranilated  into 
Englifh ,  particularly  PJ'alm  cxvi.  3.  Circumde - 
derunt  me  gemitus  mortis ,  dolor es  inf e mi  circum- 
dederunt  me ;  thus  tranilated  ;  The  weymyngtyngs 
of  deth  have  umbelapped  me ,  a?sd  the  Jbrrowes  of 
hell  have  envyrowned  me.  But  I  have  not  had 
it  in  my  Power  to  compare  Mr.  Caxton  s  Print 
with  my  Manufcript. 

The  fecond  Treatife  in  this  booke  Jheweth  xn 
prouffytes  of  tribulacion.  ‘  A  lytill  ihort  trea- 
‘  tyfe  that  telly th  how  there  were  vii  mayiters 
‘  aifembled  togydre  everyche  one  a  iked  other 
1  what  thynge  they  myghte  beite  fpeke  of  that 
*  myght  plefe  GOD  &  were  mood  profitable 
‘  to  the  peple.  And  all  they  were  accorded  to 
‘  fpeke  of  trybuiacyon.’  This  is  like  wife  in  the 
Manufcript  Collection  aboveiaid,  only  with  this 
Difference  ;  That  in  the  Manufcript  the  Title 
runs,  howe  there  were  fixe  mafteres  afembled 
togeder.  — — — . 

The  thyrde  Jheweth  the  holy  rule  of  Saynf 
Benet.  ‘  A  compendious  abilraite  into  Englifh 
4  out  of  the  holy  rule  of  Saynte  Besiet ,  for  men 
4  and  women  of  thabyte  therof  the  whiche  un- 
'  deritonde  lytyll  Laten  or  none,  to  thentente, 

I  4  4  thai 
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*  that  they  maye  often  rede,  execute  the  hole 

*  rewll,  and  the  better  kepe  it  than  it  is,  ac- 
‘  cording  to  thabyte,  and  theyre  flreyte  profef- 
c  fyon,  &c.  Enprynted  at  Wejljninjlre  by  defy- 
'  ryng  of  certeyn  worfhipfull  perfones.’  40.  So 

MS.  in  Dr.  ‘'John  IV 1  for  the  fame  Reafon,  tranfla- 

cv/net '  tec^  out  Latin  into  Englijh,  the  Rule  of  St. 
Francis. 

Ouduini  XI.  The  Curiale  of  Alan  Charetier,  trandated 
Sen  fe  out  of  the  French  into  Englijh,  and  printed  by 
Eccleji.  Mr.  Caxton  Charetier  was  a  famous  French 
Poet  and  HifWian,  and  Secretary  to  Charles 
VI  and  VII.  Kings  of  France.  Among  the 
Books  he  wrote,  this  was  one,  which  he  enti¬ 
tled  Curiale  Galhcum.  He  was  a  great  Refiner 
of  the  French  Language  and  died  A.  D.  145S. 

To  thefe  Books  of  Mr.  Caxton  s  printing, 
fome  have  added  the  following  ones,  as  I  fup- 
pofe,  without  any  Name  or  Date. 

1.  The  Life  of  our  Lady  by  John  Lydgate  a 
Monk  of  Bury.  This  is  mentioned  in  the  Cata¬ 
logue  of  tran/lations  and  poetical  devifes  in  Eng- 
] i ill  Metre  done  by  John  Lydgate,  &c.  at  the 
End  of  the  Edition  of  Chaucer's  Works,  by 
Tho.  Spegkt ,  Anno  1602.  Mr.  1  ho.  Hearne  tells 
us  it  is  a  thin  Folio;  but  not  fo  correct  as  a 
Manufcript  of  this  Book,  which  he  faw.  Per¬ 
haps  Mr.  Caxton  airered  the  old  Language, 
z.  ' The  life  0)  St.  Edward  the  Conjefj'or. 

3.  The  life  of  St.  Winifrid.  40.  In  our  Eng¬ 
lijh  Libraries  are  feveral  Manufcript  Lives  of 
this  Saint  i n  Englijh  •,  befides  that  in  the  Col- 
ledion  of  the  Lives  of  the  Englijh  Saints,  by 

'John  Capgrave.  See  the  Life  of  Sr.  hVenefrede , 
by  the  late  Bifhop  Fleetwood,  A.  D.  1713. 
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4.  Sr.  Au/iin  the  monk  railing  two  dead  Per- 
fons.  40.  In  the  Cottonian  Library  is  a  Manu- 
fcript  with  this  Tide  ;  Narratio  mirabilis  de 
Jententia  excommunicationis,  B.  Auguftini  Ang- 
lorum  Apoftoli,  et  qualiter  refufcitavit  duos  mor- 
tuos.  This  fee  ms  to  have  been  the  fame  Book 
which  is  faid  to  have  been  printed  in  the  Abby 
of  St  Auftin’ s  near  Canterbury  about  1525.  40, 
with  the  following  Title :  A  goodly  Narration 
bow  S.  Auguftine  the  Apojlle  of  England  ray  fed 
two  dead  bodies  at  '*  Long- Compton,  collected  Warwick- 
out  of  divers  authors ,  tranjlated  by  Jhon  Lyd-^lire' 
gate  Monk  of  Bury.  Perhaps  this  was  reprinted 
from  Mr.  Paxton’s  Copy,  or  printed  from  Lyd¬ 
gate’s  Manufcript.  The  Story  is  told  at  length 
by  Sir d  William  Dugdale  *  and  Mr. e  Selden  -j-%  *  Hij).  of 
from  fohn  Tmemuth’s  or  Anglicus  Hift.  Aurea  Warwic- 
MS.  to  this  Purpofe  :  That,  about  A.  D.  504,  f  'nf  Bf 
Auftin  came  to  Long- Compton,  in  his  way  to  Tithes. 
the  Place  where  he  went,  to  confer  with  the 
Britijk  Bifhops,  called  from  thence  Auftin  s- Ac, rod.  j“t, 
or  Oak;  that  on  his  coming  thither  the  Ta¬ 
riff  Pried:  met  him,  and  complained  to  him 
of  the  Lord  of  the  Mannor  refufing  to  pay  him 
his  juft  Tithes.  On  which  Auftin  convened 
the  Knight,  and  finding  him  obftinate,  threat- 
ned  to  excommunicate  him,  and  accordingly 
went  immediately  to  the  Altar  and  faid,  I  com¬ 
mand,  that  no  excommunicate  Per  Jon  be  prefent 
at  Mafs.  On  this  a  former  Patron  of  the 
Church,  and  like  Offender,  who  lay  buried  at 
the  Entrance  into  the  Church,  immediately  a- 

ro!e  out  of  his  Grave,  and  went  out  of  the 

•  .  ,  *  <* 

f  See  Dean  Prideaux  Original,  ZSfc,  of  Tithes,  p.  16c. 

*  Sehten’s  Hift.'  of  Tithes,  Ch.  ix,' x.  Ed.  M.&c.xviii. 

< 

/ 

Church. 
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Church.  An  ft  in  having  Notice  of  it,  as  foon  as 
he  had  done  faying  Mafs,  went  out  of  the 
Church  to  him  ;  and  finding,  on  his  Exami¬ 
nation,  that  he  had  been  excommunicated  by 
the  Parifii  Prieft  for  not  paying  his  Tithes,  en¬ 
quired  where  that  Prieft  lay  buried,  and  imme¬ 
diately  went  to  his  Grave,  where  he  had  lain 
der/°  Sel"ab°ve  *  1 5°  Years,  and  bid  him  AriJ'e ,  for  that 
he  had  need  of  him  to  confront  him  with  his 

Patron.  Which  accordingly  he  did. - But 

its  very  well  obferved,  that  if  all  the  Circum- 
llances  of  this  Relation  were  true,  it  would 
prove  Chriftianity  and  the  f  Difcipline  of  the 
Church  to  have  flourifhed  here  among  the  Bri¬ 
tain!  very  early,  and  to  have  continued  in  good 
Order  till  this  Vifit  of  Aujiin,  and,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  that  the  Eftablilhment  of  the  Payment  of 
Tithes  was  ancienter  than  King  Of  a,  the  firft 
Author  of  it,  by  above  460  Years ;  or  how¬ 
ever  290. 

5.  The  fpoufage  of  a  Virgin.  40. 

6.  The fiege  of  Rhodes.  Fol.  By  s  John  Kay, 
Poet  Laureat  to  King  Edward  IT. 

7.  The  book  of  arts  and  fciences,  Fol. 

8 .  De  fide  et  cantu  famule  fue. 

But  now,  as  has  been  intimated  before,  Mr. 
Caxton  feems  to  have  been  almofi:  quite  worn 
our,  and  his  Labour  fpent.  Ac  this  Time, 
A.  D.  1491,  he  mull:  have  been  of  a  confide- 
rable  Age.  Suppofing  him  buc  fourteen  Years 
old  when  he  went  Apprentice,  its  plain  he  fer- 
ved  out  his  Time,  and  was  made  free,  both  of 

1  Bifhop  Rennet' s  Paroch.  Antiqu. 

g  Under  Edward  IV.  one  John  Kay ,  by  the  Title  of  his  humble 
fact  Laureat,  dedicates  to  him  the  Siege  of  P^hodes*  in  Profe. 

the 
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the  Company  and  the  City.  It  is  likewife  very 
probable,  that  he  lived  with  his  Matter  fome 
Years  after  ;  fo  that  we  cannot  well  reckon 
him  lefs  than  thirty  Years  old  when  he  went 
abroad.  There  he  lived  thirty  Years ;  which 
advances  his  Age,  in  1471,  to  fixty.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  as  we  have  feen,  he  then  complained  of 
old  Age  creeping  upon  him,  the  Decay  of  his 
Sight,  and  his  being  much  feebled.  He  muft 
therefore  be  now  about  or  above  fourfcore. 
However  this  be,  we  are  informed  by  de  Worde, 
that  he  (till  kept  himfelf  bufy,  though  we  do 
not  find,  that  he  printed  any  thing  after  the 
Year  1490.  H zfynyjhed  at  the  lad  Day  of  his 
lyjf,  a  Book  called  h  Vite  Pat  rum,  or  the  right 
(ievout  and  folitarye  lyfe  of  the  aunciente  or  olde 
holy  faders  heremytes  dwellyng  in  the  deferts  % 
which  was  firft  written  in  Latin  by  St.  Hierome , 
Cardinal,  and  tranfiated  by  Mr.  Caxton  out  of 
french.  But  he  did  not  live  to  print  it ;  de 
Worde  printed  it  in  his  Matter  Caxton’s  *  Houfe  */*King** 
three  Years  after  his  Death,  which  happened  ftreet»  , 
fome  time  before  June  3,  A.  D.  14.92.  ‘  In^ftmm 

*  thaccompre  of  the  Wardens  of  the  Parifiie 
‘  Churche  of  Seynt  Margarete  Weflminjler  in 

*  the  (hire  of  Middlefex ’  [where  Mr.  Caxton  lived, 
and,  as  appears  by  this  accompte,  was  at  the 
patfing  it  in  the  Years  1480,  82,  84]  ‘  from  the 
‘  27th  day  of  Maye  149Q  the  5th  of  Hen.  VII 
‘  unto  the  3d  day  of  June  1492  the  7th  Hen - 

*  ry  VII,’  are  the  following  Articles,  in  the  fe- 
cond  Year  of  this  Accompte,  viz.  1492. 

h  In  a  priced  Catalogue  of  Mr.  Richard  Smith's  Books,  fold  by 
.Au6tion  1682.  Vitas  P-atrum  per  Beatijf.  Hieronymurrj  Card.  &c, 
iugduni  1502.  40,  was  fold  for  4 ^ 


‘  Item, 

u  z 
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*  atte  bureyinge  of  William  Caxton  for 

*  Torches  - -  vir.  viii d. 

*  ftemi  For  the  Belle  atte  the  fame  burey- 

*  inge  - -  - - -  —  vi  d. 

I  ■  I  *  '  • 

By  the  fame  Book  it  appears,  in  the  *  accompte 
of  the  Receipts  of  the  Ye  are  1497,  tiiac 
lefts  to  the  Parilh  of  S.  Margaret's  thirteen  of 
his  printed  Golden  Legends ,  and  by  another  k 
Book,  containing  Things  relating  to  the  Abby, 
that  his  Executors  gave  to  it,  in  1504,  two  bokes 
oj  the  lyfe  of  Seynt  Katerine,  two  of  the  birth  of 
our  Lady.  We  find  no  mention  of  any  Child¬ 
ren  of  Mr.  Caxton' s ;  fo  that,  very  probably,  he 
lived  and  died  a  Angle  Man. 

Mr.  Caxton ,  in  his  printed  Books,  exprefled  a 
great  Senfe  of  Religion,  and  wrote  like  one 
who  lived  in  the  Fear  of  God,  and  was  very  de- 
firous  of  promoting  His  Honour  and  Glory. 
Thus  in  the  Book  of  chyvalrye  or  knyghthode ;  ’ 

*  Unto  the  prayfinge  and  dyvyne  glory  of  god, 

1  fays  ue^  whiche  is  lorde  and  fouerayne  kynge 
‘  above  and  over  all  thynges  celeftyal  and  world- 

*  ly,  we  begin  this  booked  But  he  was  fo  far 
carried  away  by  the  eftablilhed  Errors  andfuper- 
ftitions  of  his  Time,  as  to  be  an  Advocate  for, 
and  Encourager  of  fome  of  the  worft  of  them ; 
as  engaging  in  what  they  then  called  the  Holy 
War ,  or  marching  armed  Forces  into  the  Land 
of  Judea ,  to  recover  that  and  the  City  JeruJa- 

1  Item ,  Received  in  Books  called  Legends  of  the  bequeft  of  JVn, 
Caxton  xiii. 

k  item ,  iiij  prynted  bokes,  ij  of  them  of  the  lyfe  of  feynt  Ka$e- 
ryne ,  and  other  ij  of  the  birth  of  pur  Lady,  of  the  gift  of  thexecu.tors 
©f  Caxton . 

lemi 
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lent,  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  ‘Turks ;  and  go¬ 
ing  in  Pilgrimage,  or  Sainterring,  to  vifit  that 
Holy  Place,  &c.  And  yet,  as  has  been  obfer- 
ved,  whofoever  turns  over  his  printed  Works, 
mult  contract  a  Refpedt  for  him.  He  made 
Choice  of  fuch  Books  to  print  as  had  a  Ten¬ 
dency  to  promote  Religion  and  encourage  Vir¬ 
tue  and  good  Manners:  To  ufe  his  own  Words ; 

‘  Books  in  which  he  found  many  good  enfeign- 

*  mentis  and  learnynges,  and  good  enfamples 
‘  for  ai  maner  of  peple  in  generally  :  fpeciai 

*  books  to  know  all  vyces,  and  braunchis  of 
‘  them,  and  alfo  al  vertues.'  How  different  is 
this  from  the  Practice  and  Ufage  of  more  mo¬ 
dern  Times !  when  fuch  Books  are  rather  cho- 
fen  to  be  printed,  as  ferve  to  pleafe  Men  of  cor¬ 
rupt  Minds,  and  vicious  Inclinations,  and  have 
a  Tendency  to  deftroy  all  found  and  vertuous 
Principles,  and  debauch  Mens  Morals.  But 
one  cannot  well  help  obferving,  on  confidering 
what  thofe  Books  were  which  Mr.  Caxton  print¬ 
ed,  at  how  low  an  Ebb  Knowledge  or  Learn¬ 
ing  was  here  in  England  in  his  Time,  and  how 
poor  and  infipid  the  general  Tafle.  His  Per¬ 
formances  were,  we  have  feen,  very  near  all  in 
Englifh,  and  they,  for  the  mod  Part,  Tran- 
llations  from  the  French ,  and  not  original 
Compofitions  of  arty  of  our  own  Country-men. 

Though  he  pra&ifed  the  Art  of  Printing  near 
twenty  Years,  we  do  not  find  he  printed  any 
one  Claffical  Writer,  or  any  Edition  of  any  of 
the  Greek  or  Roman  Poets  and  Hiftorians.  No, 
not  even  in  the  famous  Univerfity  of  Oxford , 
where  the  Prefs  was  wholly  employ’d  in  print¬ 
ing  Latin  Books,  do  we  yet  find  any  one  of 
thel'c  printed.  As  for  his  not  printing  any  of 

the 
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the  Englijh  Tranflations  of  the  Old  and  New 
' Tefament ,  Sir  Thomas  More  has  accounted  for 
Dyaloges,  it  in  the  following  Manner.  ‘  That  on  account 
c!i  V'  ‘  1  Penalties  order’d  by  Archbifhop  Arun- 

£d.  1520.*  del's  Conflitution,  though  the  old  tranflations 
1  that  were  before  Wycliff’s  days  remayned  law- 

*  ful  and  were  in  fome  folkys  handys  had  and 

*  red,  yet  he  thought  no  Prynter  would  lyghtly 

*  be  fo  hote  to  put  any  byble  in  prent  at  hys 

*  owne  charge - and  then  hange  upon  a 

*  doutfull  tryall  whyther  the  fyrfl:  copye  of  hys 

*  tranflacyon  was  made  before  Wyclyjf' s  dayes 

*  or  fynnys.  For  yff  yt  were  made  lynnys,  yt 

*  muft  be  approued  byfore  the  pryntyng.5  But 
fuch  an  Approbation,  Sir  Thomas  intimates, 
was  not  then  to  be  had. 

Mr.  Caxton  appears  to  have  been  a  very  hum¬ 
ble,  modeft  and  vertuous  Man.  He  often  ftiles 
himfelf  a  rude  and  fimple  Perfon ,  confdTes  his 
Ignorance,  and  humbly  befeches  the  pardon  of  his 
readers ,  and  their  pacience  to  correct  his  ivorkes, 
and  exprefles  himfelf  in  other  Terms  fo  fub- 
miflive  and  felf-abafing  as  are  very  uncommon, 
and  more  eafily  admired  than  imitated.  A 
Proof  of  his  grateful  Temper,  is  his  owning 
the  particular  Encouragement  and  Benefactions 
he  received,  and  efpecially  his  Obligations  to 
Dedication  the  Cyty  of  London.  ‘  I  William  Caxton  Cytezeyn 
2^ Cato,  <  &  Conjurye  of  the  fame,  of  the  fraternyre  and 
‘  felawflhip  of  Mercery  owe  of  ryght  my  fervyfe 
4  and  good  wyll  to  it,  and  of  very  dute  am 
‘  bounden  naturelly  to  affift  and  counceille  her 


1  Thefe  were  the  fame  with  thofe  of  being  the  Fautors  of  Herefy, 
viz.  The  greater  Excommunication  and  Death,  See  Lyndwood, 
Provincial*' 


Ill 
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c  as  fer  forth  as  I  can,  as  to  my  moder  of  whom 

*  1  have  receyued  my  noureture  and  lyvynge, 

*  and  (hall  praye  for  the  good  profperite  and  po« 

*  lecy  of  the  fame  duryng  my  lyf.’ 

He  was  a  Man  of  no  more  Learning  than,  as 
he  ingenuoufly  confefled,  he  had  by  his  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Engli/h  and  French  Languages,  in 
which,  he  modeftly  acknowledged,  he  remem- 
bred  himfelf  of  his  Rudenefs  and  Unperfitnefs. 
He  likewife  tranflated  Reynard  the  Fox  out  of 
Dutch  ;  which  (hews  he  likewife  underftood 
that  Language.  It  is  a  Miftake  to  fay,  that  he 
underftood  the  Latin  Tongue,  and  tranflated 
Books  out  of  that  into  Engli/h.  By  the  Ac¬ 
count  which  has  been  given  of  his  printed 
Books,  it  fufficiently  appears  in  how  great  Fa¬ 
vour  and  Requeft  he  was  with  the  Princes  and 
great  Men  of  his  own  Time  :  Though,  he 
owns,  he  was  m  unknown  to  fome  of  them  to 
whom  he  dedicated  his  Books.  In  his  Book 
called  Eneidos ,  he  intimates  in  what  Efteem  he 
was  had  on  Account  of  his  knowing  and  un- 
derftanding  the  ancient  Engli/h  Language  ;  in- 
lomuch  that  he  tells  us,  the  Lord  Abbat  of 
We/lminjler ,  who,  I  fuppofe,  was  then  John 
Eflney ,  put  into  his  Hands  fome  of  the  ancient 
Deeds  or  Charters  belonging  to  that  Abby, 
written,  perhaps,  in  the  Saxon  Character,  for 
him  to  explain  or  copy  in  modern  Engli/h,  or 
that  which  was  then  in  ufe  :  but  he  modeftly 

n]  In  his  Dedication  of  the  Game  of  Chefs  to  the  Duke  of  C!a« 
rente,  he  itiles  himfelf  his  hu?nhle  and  unknown  fervant.  This  is  not 
to  be  wonder'd  at,  conhdering  he  was  then  but  very  lately  return’d 
to  England,  where  he  was  almofl  quite  a  Granger,  and,  that  this 

wab  the  hr  ft  Book  which  he  printed  after  he  was  fetled  at  We  ft  min- 
fier  1 474, 
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ownetj  his  Infufficiency  for  fuch  a  Ta/k  :  And 
no  Wonder ;  fince  now  the  Englifh  Language 
was  fo  much  altered  from  what  it  was  before 
the  Conqueft,  as  not  only  to  be  different  in  the 
Words  and  Manner  of  Spelling,  but  even  in  the 
very  Letter  or  Character ;  fo  that  the  Writing 
ufed  here  before  the  coming  of  the  Nor  mans 
was  become  illegible  to  the  common  People, 
and  even  to  mod  of  the  Learned.  This  feems 
to  confirm  what  has  been  already  obferved  of 

dtet<n’ld*  being  t^e  firft  Printer  of  England ,  or  the 

Differtat,  who  introduced  that  noble  Art  into  this 
Kingdom  :  fince,  had  there  been  any  one  be¬ 
fore  him,  however,  fo  long  as  fix  Years,  it’s 
fcarce  credible  that  Mr.  Caxton  fhould  have 
been  fo  much  carefled,  and  fully  employ’d,  and 
have  flourithed  as  he  did,  in  the  Sun-fhine  of 
the  Englifh  Court  and  Nobility,  and  principal 
Gentry.  Accordingly  our  very  diligent  and 
learned  Antiquarian  John  Leland ,  who  died  at 
London  1552,  but  threefcore  Years  after  Mr. 
Caxton ,  and  who,  though  he  could  not  know 
him  himfelf,  was,  very  probably,  acquainted 
with  fome  who  did,  ftiled  Mr.  Caxton  Anglie 
Prototypographus ,  the  firffc  Printer  of  England. 
And  be,  one  would  think,  fhould  know,  who, 
befides  his  living  fo  near  Mr.  Caxton' s  own 
Time,  as  to  be  almoft  his  Cotemporary,  made 
it  his  Bufinefs,  with  the  utmoft  Induftry  and 
Application,  to  fearch  for,  and  enquire  after 
our  Englifh  Writers. 

Of  all  our  Englifh  Writers,  Mr.  Caxton  nr  oft 
admired  our  Poet  n  Geojfery  Chaucer.  ‘  In  all 

‘  his 


0  Geffery  Chaucer  the  moll  excellent  Poet  of  Englande  deceafedk 
the  25  day  of  Qtlobetf  1400*  who  was  buried  at  Wejlminfter  where 

of 
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‘  his  works,  he  faid,  he  excelled,  in  his  opi- 
‘  nion,  all  other  writers  in  our  Englifh.  For  he 
‘  writeth  no  voide  wordes,  but  all  his  matter  is 
‘  lull  of  high  and  quicke  fenfe :  to  whom 
‘  ought  to  be  given  laude  and  prayfyinge  for 
‘  his  noble  making  and  writing,  for  of  him  all 
‘  other  have  borrowed  fince  and  taken.’  Elfe- 
where  he  Riles  him,  ‘  the  worfhipful  father 
‘  ar)d  firit  founder  and  embellifher  of  ornate 

*  eloquence  in  our  Englifh  ;  the  firfte  embe- 

*  lifiier  in  making  the  layd  language  ornate  and 
‘  fayre,  and  deferving  perpetual  lawde  and 
‘  thanke  of  all  this  noble  real  me  of  Englonde * 
41  Accordingly,  as  a  Proof  of  the  RefpeCt  which 
Mr.  Caxton  had  for  this  great  and  worthy  Man’s 
Memory  and  Writings,  and  his  Delire  to  pre- 
ferve  and  perpetuate  them,  one  of  his  moll  ear¬ 
ly  Performances  was  his  collecting  and  printing 
as  many  of  his  Works  as  he  could  get.  He  like- 
wife  procured,  as  has  been  hinted  before,  an 
Elegy  to  be  made  for  him  in  Latin  Verfe,  and 
caufed  two  of  the  Verfes,  there  being  in  all 
thirty  four,  to  be  infcribed  on  Chaucer' s  Monu¬ 
ment  in  Weftminjier  Abby,  viz. 


Galfridus  Chaucer  mates  et  fama  Poefts 
Materne ,  hac  Jacra  Jim  tumulatus  humo, 

Lajlly,  Mr.  Caxton  deli  red  his  Readers,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Superllition  of  his  Time,  that 

of  late  is  made  over  him  a  faire  monument  on  the  South  fide  of  the 
Quire.  His  Workes  are  for  the  mo  ft  part  publifned  in  prints  by 
Sir  John  ‘Thin  knight,  fomewhat  increafed  by  my  travaile  in  the 
lake  impreliion,  1532.  Summary  of  Englifh  Chronicles,  p.  330. 

a  See  the  Book  on  the  Praife  of  the  Virgin  Mary ,  by  John  Lyd¬ 
gate.  Printed  by  Mrr  Caxton. 
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of  their  charite  they  would  pray  for  the  faid 
worfhipful  Gejj'ery  Chaucer. 

As  to  Mr.  Caxton' s  printing,  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  that  his  fir  ft  Performances  are  very 
rude  and  barbarous.  He  ufed  a  Letter  refem- 
bling  the  Hand-writing  then  in  Ufe.  Hisd,  at 
the  End  of  a  Word,  is  very  fingular,  thus, 

He  ufed  the  Charadteriftics  which  we  find  in 
the  En^lijlo  MSS.  before  the  Conqueft  5  fuch 
as  ^ ,-  for  gh,  U  for  and.  Inftead  of  Com¬ 
mas  and  Periods,  he  ufed  a  tranfverfe  or  oblique 
Stroke,  thus,  /  as  the  Dutch  Printers  do  to  this 
Day,  in  their  Gothic  Impreflions.  Mr.  Palmer 
obferved,  That  he  ufed  a  Letter  peculiar  to  him- 
felf,  and  which  is  eafily  known  from  any  other, 
being  a  Mixture  of  Secretary  and  Gothic  as  to 
Shape  ;  and  fometimes  of  Great  Primer  as  to 
Size  ;  efpecially  in  printing  proper  Names.  He 
had  a  way  of  joining  almofl  any  two  Charadters 
together  ;  which,  perhaps,  might  induce  Mr. 
Bagjord  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Types  which  he 
ufed  were  not  diftindt,  or  fufile  Types,  made 
of  Metal,  and  caft  in  Molds,  as  they  are  now. 
In  his  Titles  he  ufed  the  German  Text ,  or  what 

r  -!+'■■  .*  *■  • 

our  Printers  call  the  Gothic ,  of  the  Size  of 
Great  Primer ,  and  fometimes  he  mix’d  it  with 
his  Secretary,  or  common  Print,  as  our  Printers 
now  do  the  Italic.  Like  the  other  Printers  of 
his  Time,  he  never  ufed  any  Direction  or  Catch¬ 
word,  but  placed  the  Signatures  where  that 
now  (lands ;  and  rarely  number’d  his  Leaves, 
but  never  his  Pages,  as  has  been  already  inti¬ 
mated.  Mr.  Palmer  has  obferved,  That  the 
Liber  Feflialis,  or  Fefnvalis,  is  the  only  one  of 
his  Books  whofe  Lines  are  not  fpaced  out  to  the 
End,  which,  he  fays,  is  an  after  Improve- 
■  ’  ment 
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frient  and  Elegancy  introduced  by  Mr.  Caxton , 
in  Imitation  of  foreign  Printers.  In  mod  of 
his  Books  which  I  have  feen,  he  only  printed, 
as  the  Clift om  then  was,  a  fmail  Letter  at  the 
Beginning  of  his  Chapters,  to  intimate  what 
the  Initial  or  Capital  Letter  fhould  be,  and  left 
that  to  be  made  by  the  Illuminator,  who  wrote 
it  with  a  Pen,  with  red,  blue,  or  green  Ink. 
Thus  are  the  Initial  Letters,  in  his  Edition  of 
the  Folychronieon ,  made  with  red  Ink  :  But  in 
fome  of  his  Books  he  ufed  dourifhed  Initials, 
o,r  what  the  Printers  call  blooming  Capitals.  As 
he  printed  long  before  the  prefent  Method  of 
adding  the  Errata  at  the  End  of  Books  was  in 
Lfe  and  Practice,  fo  his  extraordinary  Exadtnefs 
obliged  him  to  take  a  great  deal  more  Pains 
than  can  eafiiy  be  imagined  ;  for,  after  a  Book 
was  printed  off,  his  way  was  to  revife  it,  and 
corredl  the  Faults  in  it  with  red  Ink,  as  they 
then  ufed  to  correct  their  written  Books.  This 


being  done  to  one  Copy,  he  caufed  one  of  his 
Servants  to  run  through  the  whole  !m predion, 
and  corredt  the  Faults  he  had  noted  with  a 
Stanefil,  or  Red-lead  Pencil,  which  he  himfelf 
afterwards  compared  with  his  own  corrected 
Copy,  to  fee  that  none  of  the  Corrections  he 
had  made  were  omitted.  Mr.  Bag  ford,  from 
whom  I  take  this  Account,  adds,  That  Mr, 

Caxton  translated  his  Books,  printed,  corrected, 
illuminated,  and.  hound  them  in  his  Office  or 
Printing-houfe  i  JThough  Mr.  Caxton  himfelf 
feems  to  intimate,  that  the  fir  ft  of  thefe  he  did 
fometimes  in  his  Study. 

His  Books  are  printed  on  Paper  made  of  th^See^ep 
Pafle  of  Linen  Rags,  very  fine  and  good,  aimoft^M^t' 
like  the  thin  Vellom  on  which  they  ufed  to 
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write  their  Books  at  that  Time.  When  this  was 
firffc  invented  I  have  not  been  able  to  find;  but 
our  learned  Dean  Prideaux  informs  us,  That 
he  had  feen  a  Regiftration  of  fome  Adis  of  "John 
Grander,  Prior  of  Ely,  made  upon  Paper  which 
bears  Date  in  the  fourteenth  Year  of  King  Ed¬ 
ward  II,  that  is,  Anno  Domini  1320;  and,  that 
in  the  Bifhop’s  Regillry  at  Norwich,  there  is  a 
Regifter  Book  of  Wilis,  all  made  of  Paper, 
wherein  Regiftrations  are  made  ;  which  bear 
Date  fo  high  up  as  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1370, 
juft  an  hundred  Years  before  the  Time  that 
Mr.  Ray  faid  the  Ufe  of  it  begun  in  Germany, 
Whether  this  Paper  which  Caxton  ufed  was 
made  in  England,  I  am  not  capable  of  inform¬ 
ing  my  felf ;  but  Wynken  de  Worde,  in  his  Edi¬ 
tion  of  Bartholomei  opus  de  rerum  proprietati - 
bus ,  in  Englijh  Folio,  without  Date,  mentions 
one  John  Pate,  as  a  Maker  of  it,  in  England , 
at  that  Time  : 

And  to  John  Tate  the  younger  joi  mote  he  broke 
Which  jince  hath  in  England  doo  make  this  Paper 
thinne. 

That  now  in  our  Englijh  tongue  this  boke  is  printed 
inne. 

The  Ink  which  Mr.  Caxton  ufed  is  thorough 
black  and  lafting. 

When  tire  Printers  generally  ufed  the  Dire¬ 
ction  Word,  and  numbring  the  Leaves  of  their 
Books,  is  not,  perhaps,  eaiy  to  ■  know.  At  Ve¬ 
nice  the  Direction  Word  was  not  ufed  by  the 
Heirs  of  Luke  Anthony,  fo  long  after  the  firft 
introduction  of  Printing  there  as  1560.  Henry 
Stevens,  who  printed  at  Paris  1513,  numbred 
his  Leaves ;  as  did  ocher  Printers  of  that  Place, 
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fo  early  as  1 508, 10.  John  Brielinger  of  Strasburg , 
numbred  his  with  Roman  Capitals,  as  we  have 
feen  Mr.  Caxton  did  the  /E/bp’s  Fables  which  he 
printed.  Jacob  Aurick ,  at  Embden ,  1534,  num¬ 
bred  every  other  Leaf ;  and  John  Luff't ,  at 
Witteberg ,  the  fame  Year,  though  he  ufed  the  . 
Signatures  and  Direction  Word,  did  not  number 
any  of  his  Leaves.  Andrew  Cratandre  and  John 
Frobenius,  at  Bajil,  1521,  numbred  the  Pages 
of  their  Books ;  and  yet  Adam  Peters ,  who 
printed  at  the  fame  Place,  1522,  only  numbred 
the  Leaves  of  his :  But  neither  he  nor  Cratan¬ 
dre,  ufed  the  Direction  Word.  Martin  Morin , 
at  Roane  in  Normandy ,  1499,  ufed  no  Dire¬ 
ction  Word,  and  did  not  number  either  the 
Leaves  or  Pages  of  his  Books,  and  put  the  Sig¬ 
natures  only  on  every  other  Leaf  of  the  firft 
half  Sheet  in  40.  thus,  ai,  aii. 

Mr.  Caxton  had  a  Foreman,  or  Journey-man, 
one  Wynkyn  de  W or  de,  a  German ,  who  feems  to 
have  come  into  England  with  him  from  Cologn. 
However,  he  lived  with  Mr.  Caxton ,  in  his 
Houfe  at  Weftminjier ,  and  after  his  Death,  fuc- 
ceeded  him  there,  for  fome  Time,  in  his  print¬ 
ing  Bufinefs  and  Imployment :  Since,  by  fome 
Rhymes  printed  by  him  at  the  End  of  Walter 
Hilton's  Scale  or  Ladder  of  Perfection,  14.94, 
two  Years  after  Mr.  Caxton' s  Death,  it  appears, 
that  he  printed  that  Book  in  Mr.  Caxton'l 
Houfe. 

And  Wynkyn  de  Worde  this  hath  Jet  in  prynt 
In  Wyllyam  Caxtonh  hows. — _ _ _ 

.He  likewife  ufed  his  Mafter’s  Cypher,  which 
he  thus  varied, 'W'St'd'  This  was  a  Part 
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of  his  Sign,  The  Sun  and  Stars  $  under  which 
he  placed  his  own  Name,  W  TN  K  TN  DE 
trOR  D  E.  He  was  Printer  to  the  Lady  Mar¬ 
garet,  Countefs  of  Richmond,  &c.  Mother  to 
King  Henry  VII,  He  feems  to  have  died 

"Burgi.  y'd  D.  1534  ;  fince,  in  a  Survey  on  the  Statute 

p.  47.  for  diilolving  Chanceries,  1  Edward  VI,  is  this 

tatUSOffice  Cfrtificate  :  ‘  Un^er  the  Pa  roc  he  of  St.  Brid’s 
e  Coll.  1,  '  *n  Ideetftreet  W ynkyn  de  Worde ,  deceased  xn 

jWtis,  ‘  Yeres  pad,  willed  and  'gave  to  the  fayde 

hfp  *  Churche  in  money  to  buy  lands  with  the 

‘fame,  and  with  the  Produces  thereof  to  kepe 
*  an  Obite  for  his  foul  for  ever  •xxxviUb.’ 

Mr.-  Caxton  had  I  ike  w-ife  an  Apprentice  or 
Servant,  one  Richard  Pynjbn,  an  Englifhman , 
I  fuppofe,  who,  in  the  Year  0  1493,  the  Year 
after  his  Mailer  Caxton  died,  let  up  for  himfelf 
at  the  Temple-bar ,  at  the  Sign  of  the  George, 
London  ;  and  afterwards  was  Printer  -to  ‘King 
Henry  VII.  being  the  fecond  of  our  Englijh  Prin¬ 
ters  who  bore  that  Title  :  One  William  Panque, 
who,  by  the  Command  of  K.  Henry  VII,  printed 
the  P falter,  in  -Latin,  Anno  1504,  then  Hi  ling 
himfelf  Impreffor  Regius.  However  this  be, 
Pynjbn,  in  his  Proheme  to  his  Edition  of  Chau¬ 
cer'?,  Canterbury  Tales,  files  Mr.  Paxton  his 
worlhipful  Mailer,  and  tells  his  Pleaders,  That 
‘  this  boke  had  bin  diligently  ovirfene  and  duely 
‘  examined  by  his  Politike  reafon  and  overfight? 
■Both  thefe  Printers  ufed  their  Mailer  Cax ton’s 
Cypher,  with  fome  Variation  5  and  lived  toge- 

0  Here  endith  a  compendioufe  treatife  dyalogue  of  Dives  & 
pauper,  that  is  to  fay  the  riche  and  the  Pore  frudtuouhy  tretyng 
ppon  the  X  commaundementes  fynyfshed  the  V  day  of  Juyl  the 
yere  of  oure  lord  god,  Mcccclxxxxviii.  Emprented  by  me 
ilicharde  Pynjbn  at  the  temple  barre  of  londoi^  Dso  gracias. 
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ther  in  very  great  Friendftiip.  Mr.  Palmer  ob- 
ferved  of  the  fir  ft  of  thefe,  de  JVorde,  that  his 
excellent  Method  of  Dilpofition,  Compofition, 
and  Prefs-work,  (hews  him  to  have  far  excelled 
his  Mafter  Caxton ,  and  even  to  have  rivalled 
any  of  his  Co-temporaries  abroad  :  That  he  is 
the  firft  Englifto  Printer  who  introduced  the 
Roman  Letter  into  England ,  which  he  ufed 
with  his  Gothic  or  black  Letter,  to  diftinguilh, 
any  Thing  remarkable,  as  -we  do  the  Italic 
with  the  Roman  at  this  Time  :  That  his  Letter 
is  different  from  mo  ft  other  Printers,  and  is 
caft  fo  true,  and  ftands  fo  well  in  Line,  as  not 
to  be  excelled  by  any  ever  ftnce  :  That  the  very 
Letter  he  made  Ufe  of,  is  the  fame  that  is  ufed 
by  all  the  Printers  in  London  to  this  Day,  and, 
he  believed  was  ftruck  from  his  Puncheons : 
That  he  is  the  only  Printer,  he  could  find  in 
England ,  that  ufed  the  final!  bodied  Letters  in 
the  Infancy  of  the  Art  :  And,  that  upon  the 
Whole,  he  was  a  very  curious,  laborious  and 
indefatigable  Printer.  The  fame  -knowing  and 
ingenious  Art  iff;  tells  us  of  PynJ'on,  that  he  was 
an  excellent  Printer,  and  a  thorough  Mafter  of 
the  Art  of  Printing.  So  much  was  this  noble 
Art,  or  Myftery  of  Printing  improved  and 
perfected  here  in  Edigland ,  in  little  more  than 
twenty  Years  Time. 
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Number  I. 

Super  Treugis  Burgundies, 


Rymer’j  A.  D.  1464,^  |P|  EX  omnibus,  ad  quos,  &c. 

Tom' xi  4-  Salutem.  Sciatis,  quod 

p.  536.  ’  cum  certa  Appundiuamenta,  Intercurfum  Mar- 
chandifaruni  inter  Subditos  ncliros  ac  Subdi- 
tos  cariffimi  confanguinei  noftri  Ducis  Bur- 
gundire  concernentia,  fab  certis  moao  et  for¬ 
ma  ante  hsc  tempora  concordata  fuerant  et 
conclufa,  fsepiufque  interim  prorogata,  Nos, 
Appundluamenta  ilia  pro  Parte  Nolira  teneri 
et  obfervari  volentes,  ac  de  fidelitatibus  et  pro- 
vidis  circumfpediionibus  diiedlorum  et  fidelium 
nollrorum  Ricbardi  White  hill  armigeri  et  Wil- 
lielmi  Caxton  plenius  confidentes,  ipfos  Richar - 
dum  et  Willielmum  noliros  veros  et  indubitatos 
Ambaffiatores,  Procuratores,  Nuncios  et  De- 
putatos  fpeciales  facimus,  ordinamus  et  confti- 
tuimus  per  prasfentes :  dantes  et  concedentes 
eifdem  Ambaffiatoribus,  Procuratoribus,  Nun- 
ciis  et  Deputatis  Noli r is,  et  eorum  utrique, 
plenam  poteliatem  et  audioritatem  ac  manda- 
tum  generale  et  fpeciale  ad  conveniendum,  tra- 
dtandum,  et  communicandum  cum  praefato 
Confanguineo  Noliro,  feu  ejus  Ambaffiatoribus, 

_  Pro- 
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Procuratoribus,  Nunciis,  ec  Deputatis,  fuffici- 
entern  poteftatem  ab  eodem  Confanguineo  No- 
ftro  ad  hoc  habentibus,  de  et  fuper  continua- 
tione  Intercurfus  praedidti,  et  prorogatione  ejuf- 
dem,  et,  ft  necefle  fuerit,  de  novo  capienda,  ap- 
pundtuanda  et  concludenda,  csteraque  omnia  et 
lingula  qus  in  praemiffis  neceflaria  fuerint  ec 
opportuna,  faciendum  et  exercendum  j  promit- 
tentes,  bona  fide  et  in  verbo  Regio,  Nos  ra~ 
tum,  gratum  et  firmum  pro  perpetuo  habituros 
totum  et  quicquid  per  dittos  Ambafliatores, 
Procuratores,  Nuncios  et  Deputatos  Noftros, 
feu  eorum  alterum,  in  forma  prtedidfa,  aftum, 
geftum,  feu  procuratum  fuerit  in  pramiftis 
feu  aliquo  praemiftorum.  In  cujus  teftimo- 
nium,  &c. 

i fejle  Rege  apud  Wycomb  vicejjimo  die 
Ociobris.  Per  ipfum  Regem ,  et  de  data 
prcediEld. 


Number  II. 

An  Account  of  the  firft  Invention  of 
Printing,  from  John  Foxh  Adis  and 
Monuments,  c. 


IN  following  the  courfe  and  order  of  Yeares 
we  find  this  Year  1450  to  be  famous  and 
memorable  for  the  divine  and  miraculous  in¬ 
vention  of  PRINTING.  a  Nauclerus,  and 
b  Wymfeiingus  following  him,  referre  the  inven¬ 
tion  thereof  to  the  Yeere  1440.  In  Paralipo . 


a 


Chronicon  Univerfale  1579. 


Epitome  rerun*  Germanicarum  1575* 


Abba - 


1 3  2 


'*  Stras- 
burgh. 


A.  D, 
1460. 


APPENDIX. 

Abbatis  Urfp.  it  is  recorded,  this  faculty  to  be 
found  anno  1446.  Aventinus  and  Zieglerus  do 
fay  anno  1550.  The  firfi  inventor  thereof,  as 
mod  agree,  is  thought  to  be  a  German ,  dwelling 
fir  ft  in  *  Argentine ,  afterwards  a  Citizen  in 
Mentz ,  named  John  Fauflus,  a  Goldfmith.  The 
occafion  of  this  invention  firft  was  by  engra¬ 
ving  the  letters  of  the  Alphabet  in  metal :  who 
then  laying  black  inke  upon  the  metal  1  gave 
the  form  of  letters  in  paper.  The  man  being 
induflrious  and  adtive,  perceiving  that ,  thought 
to  proceed  further,  and  to  prove  whether  it 
would  frame  as  well  in  words  and  whole  fen- 
tences,  as  it  did  in  letters.  Which  when  he 
perceived  to  come  well  to  pafs,  he  made  cer¬ 
tain  other  of  his  counfell,  one  John  Guttem- 
berge  &  Peter  Schaff'erd,  binding  them  by  their 
oath  to  keepe  filence  for  a  feafon.  After  ten 
Years  John  Guttemberge,  compartner  with 
Faujius,  began  then  to  broach  the  matter  at 
Strausborough.  The  Art  being  yet  but  rude,  in 
procefs  of  time  was  fet  forward  by  inventive 
wits  adding  more  and  more  to  the  perfection 
thereof :  In  the  number  of  whom  John  Menteli ', 
and  John  Frus  at  Strausborough  and  Adolphus 
Rufcius  were  great  helpers.  Ulricas  Han ,  in 
Latin  called  Gallus,  firft  brought  it  to  Rome  14. 
whereof  this  Epigram  was  made: 


Anfer,  Tarpeij  cuflos,  vigilando  quod  alis 
Conftreperes,  Gallus  decidit,  ultor  adeft. 
Ulricas  Gallus,  ne  quern  pofcantur  in  ufum, 
Edocuit  pennis  nil  opus  effe  tuis. 

Imprimit  ille  die  quantum  non  lcribitur  Anno,, 
Ingenio,  baud  noceas,  omnia  vincit  homo. 

Number 


A PPE  /V  D  l  A. 


N  XJ  !M  ffi  E  HI. 


Englifh  Chronidle,  MS. 

JPHE  lordes  of  Enge 
*  londe  had  J'o  miche 
helpe  and  flrengeth  of 
Lowys  the  hinge's  f one  of 
Fraunce,  Jo  that  he  [K. 

John]  a  nyfte  whider  cto 
turne.  And  j'o  hit  came 
in  his  thought  for  to 
have  gon  to  Nichole ,  and 
fo  he  come  by  the  Abbay 
of  Swynejhede ,  and  there 
he  duellede  too  dayes 
%  And  as  he  fate  at  his 
mete  bred  was  fet  bij'or 
him  opon  • the  table,  the 
king  toke  a  -lof  in  his 
hande  &  axede  what 
Juch  a  dof  were  worth  ? 
Sire,  quoth  the  monk,  an 
halpenye.  O  god ,  , quoth 
the  king,  here  ys  grete 
chepe  of  brede ,  but  yf 
that  1  may  leue  and  haue 
myn  hele  or  this  half  s^er 
J'uc he  a  loojfal  ben  worth 
XXs.  And  whenne  the, 
king  had  fo  fayde  he  fate 
Jlille  and  ofte  jichede  and 
toke  and  ete  of  the  brede. 

Now  i 


Lawton1  s  Print. 

i 

THE  barons  had  l'o 
huge  parte  &  helpe 
thorough  lowys  the 
Kynge’s  fone  of  Fraunce 

that  kyng  John  w.yffc 
not  to  storne  ne  go.  And 
fo  it  befell  that  he 
wokle  have  gone  to 
Mycholl.  And  as  he 
went  thy  der- ward  e  he 
came  by  the  abbay  e  of 
Swynefhede  and  there 
he  abode  two  dayes. 
And  as  he  fate  at  mete 
he  axed  a  monke  of  the 
hous  how  moche  that 
a  loofe  was  worth  that 
was  fette  before  hym 
upon  the  table.  And 
the  monke  fayd  that 
the  loof  was  worth  but 
an  half  peny.  O  a,  fayd 
the  kynge,  tho,  here  is 
greate  b  chepe  of  brede. 
Now,  fayde  he  tho,  and 
I  may  leue  ony  whyie 
fuche  a  loofe  fhal  be 
worth  yix  ihelynges  or 
halfe  a  yere  be  gone. 

b  chear. 

And 


f  %viji  not a 


a  quoth  Bo.dkL, 


*34 


appendix. 


English  Chronicle,  MS. 


Now,  by  god ,  quoth  he, 
the  worde  that  1  haue 
fayde  fa l  be  ha/de.  ^  the 
monke  that  fade  bifore 
him  was  fory  in  hert 
and  thought e  ordeyne 
ih  erf  ore  fum  remedye 
though  he  Jiilde  fuffre 
deth  t  her  fore.  ^  the 

monke  anon  wente  to  his 
Abbot  and  tolde  al  that 
the  king  hadde  J’eyde  and 
confeffede  him  to  his  Ab¬ 
bot,  and  b  bade  him  for 
to  affoille  him  for  he 
wolde  geve  the  kinge 
fuche  a  drynke  that  al 
Rnglonde  Julde  be  glad 
therof  &  merye.  ^  the 
monke  anon  wente  into  a 
gardyn  and  fonde  a  grete  I 
tode  &  toke  her  up  and 
putte  hir  in  a  cup,  and 
c  nome  a  prik  and  fmote 
hir  thorugh  in  menye 
-■  (ledes  fo  that  the  ve- 
nyme  com  out  in  meny 
places,  the  monke  toke  a 
cup  and  jillede  hit  with 
gcde  ale  and  broughte 
before  the  king  and Jette 
him  on  his  knees,  & 


Carton’s  Print . 


D  frayed.  c  toake.  6. places. 

/aide 


And  lb  when  he  fayd 
this  worde,  moche  he 
thought,  and  often  he 
fyghed,  and  toke  &  ete 
of  the  brede,  and  fayd, 
by  god  the  worde  that 
I  have  fpoken  it  lhall 
be  fothe. 

If}  The  monke  that 
ftode  before  the  kyng 
was  for  this  worde  full 
fory  in  hys  herte,  and 
thought  rather  he  wolde 
hymfelf  fuffre  c  deth, 
and  thought  yf  he 
myght  ordeyne  ther- 
fore  feme  maner  reme¬ 
dye.  And  anone  the 
monke  wente  unto  hys 
abbot  and  was  fhryuen 
of  him,  and  tolde  the 
abbot  ail  that  the  kynge 
had  fayd,  and  prayed 
hys  abbot  for  to  affoyle 
hym,  for  he  wolde  yeue 
the  kynge  fuche  a 
1  drynke  that  all  Eng¬ 
land  fhold  be  glad  ther¬ 
of  and  joyfull.  e  Tho 
yede  the  monke  into  a 
gardeine,  and  founde  a 
grete  tode  therin,  and 


c  piteous  deth, 
e  tho'  went. 


d  WaiTaiIe„ 

toke 
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Englilh  Chronicle,  MS. 


W 


Caxton’s  Print. 


faide  Sir  %  Watfaille : 
for  neuere  dayes  of  ghoure 
lyf  ne  dronke  ghs  fuche 
ale,  zbegyn,  quoth  the 
king,  the  monke  toke  the 
cuppe  &  dranke  a  grete 
draught,  and  toke  the 
cuppe  tho  to  the  king 
[who']  dranke  a  grete 
draughte  and  fet  adoune 
the  cuppe.  ^  And  anon 
the  monke  wente  into 
ffermerye  and  anon  deide 
of  whas  joule  god  haue 
mercye.  Andfyf  monke  s 
fullet  fynge  for  him  fpe- 
cyally  whiles  that  the 

.  the  king 
anon  aros  him  op  al  euel 
at  efe  and  commaunded 
to  remeue  the  table,  and 
anon  he  axed  ajtir  the 
monke,  and  men  tolde  the 
king  that  he  was  ded  & 
hys  bely  alfo  brojlen  and 
his  bowelles  fallen  out . 
^  And  when  the  kyng 
herde  this  he  commaund¬ 
ed  anon  truffe  and  al  hit 
was  for  nought,  jor  he 

f  you?'  healthy  q.  « wifh-hele . 

f  the  infirmary ,  or  room  ap¬ 
pointed  for  fick  fe  forts. 


toke  her  up  and  put 
her  in  a  cuppe  and 
prycked  the  tode  tho- 
rugh  with  a  broche 
many  tymes  tyll  that 
the  venym  came  out 
of  euery  iyde  in  the 
cuppe.  And  tho  tooke 
f  the  cuppe  &  fyllyed 
it  with  good  ale,  and 
brought  it  before  the 
kynge  knelynge  s  fay- 
enge,Syrh,  fayd  he  wafs» 
ayll  for  5  euer  the  dayes 
fo  all  lyf  dronke  ye  of Ic 
fo  good  a  cuppe.  ^£Be- 
gyne  monke,  1  fayd  the 
kynge.  |[[  And  the 
monke  dranke  a  greate 
draught,  and  toke  the 
kynge  the  cuppe,  and 
the  kynge  dranke  alfo  a 
grete  draught,  and  fet te 
downe  the  cuppe.  The 
monke  anon  ryght 
wente  into  m  farmere 
and  there  deyed  anone, 
on  whoos  foule  god 
have  mercy.  Amen. 
And  five  monkes  fynge 

for  his  foule  fpecyally, 

% 

*  he  the.  -  fa)d.  h  quoth. 
1  never.  k  fucli.  1  quoth. 
ni  the  fermorie. 

a  n  d 


bevan 


began  to  «  holm  that 
might e  not  .helpe  be  fo 
that  withinne  too  dates 

I  vS 

he  deide ,  the 

mar  owe  oppon  fent  Incas 

•'  days. - —~-he  died  in 

the  cajlel  of  Newewerke 
and  his  body  was  ente~ 
rede  at s  Wynchejlre, 

s  blonv y  JhjelL 
11  Odlober  19,  1 2 1 6 . 

1  WyrcMre, 


Cax  ton’s  Print, 

and  {hall  n  whyle  that 
the  ahbaye  ftandeth. 
The  Mynge  °  rofe  up 
anon©  fujl  euyll  at  eafe 
and  commaunded  to  re- 
cneue  the  table  and  ax¬ 
ed  after  the  monke, 
And  men  tolde  hym 
that  he  was  deed  for  his 
wombe  was  broken  in 
fondre.  Whan  the  kyng 
horde  this  he  comaund- 
ed p  for  to  t  ruffe  \  but  it 
was  for  nought  for  is 
belly  began  r  to  fwelle 
for  the  drynke  that f  he 
had  dronke,  c  and  with¬ 
in  two  dayea  he  deyed 
on  the  morrowe  after 

Saynt  Lukys  daye - 

he  deyed  in  the  cartel  1 
of  newerke,  and  his 
hody  was  buryed  at 
wynchertre. 

n  while  the  Abbey  Hand. 

0  arofe  anone.  p  to  trufs* 

q  but  all  it.  r  fo  to,  f  he 
drank.  1  that  he  died  with¬ 
in  two  daies  the—— 


En  1’abbeye  de  Swynheued  home  l’enpufo- 
nayt.  II  gift  a  Wyrceftre,  il  memes  le  volaic 
Anno  Domini  1216.  Peter  de  hanvtofh  in 

French 

V 

]EjM 
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Ex  Hi/loria  Anglic  ana,  a  Bartholomaeo  de  Cotton 
Monacho  Norwicenfi  anno  gratice  1292  con¬ 
fer  ipt  a:  MS.  in  Bibliotheca  Cotton iana. 

Anno  1216.  Die  S.  Luca  Evangeliftas  Jo¬ 
hannes  Rex  obiit,  veneno  extindtus  apud  Swine- 
ffieived  a  quodam  hofpitali  didtse  domus?  et  fe- 
pultus  eft  apud  Wigorniam. 

E  Chronico  Johannis  Abb  at  in  S.  Petri  de 

Burgo. 

Rex  [Joannes]  vero  csedibus  et  incendiis  va- 
cans,  de  Nortbfplk  verfus  Lyndfey  per  abbathiam*'JS9. 
Swynejhevede  venit  ;  ubi,  iecundum  quofdam, 
potionatus  tranffit  Stafford,  ubi  iupra  modum 
diffenteria  vexatus,  in  ledica  ad  cafteilum  de 
Newerk  pOrtatus  obiit ;  cujus  vifeera  apud  Cro- 
kejlon  condita  filtlt,  corpus  vero  Wygorniae  dela- 
tum,  ac  in  ecclefia  cathedrali  fepultum  eft. 

A  Petegreu  fro  William  Conqueror  oj  the 
Crowne  of  Engelonde,  &c.  MS.  in  the  He¬ 
ralds  Office.  Printed  1724. 

In  *  his  tyme  was  gret  deorthe  :  ♦•KJohn’ 

xiid  an  half  peny  loof  was  worthe. 

Then  he  made  a  Parlement 
And  fwore  in  angre  verament, 

That  he  wold  make  fuch  a  u  fcante, 

To  fede  alle  Englonde  with  a  x  fpande 

41  Jcant ,  fear  city,  x  A  Spore  a  chip . 


And 


I3S 
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And  eke  with  a  white  looff, 

Therfore  he  was  to  God y  ylothe. 

A  monke  2  anone  cherof  herde. 

And  for  Engelond  was  fore  aferde. 

A  poyfone  then  he  ordenyd  anone. 

So  was  he  poyfoned  and  deied  ryght  font. 

Peter  Langtoft's  Chronicle . 

&  Jon  regned  in  this  eftre  kyng  auhten  ghere. 
At  the  abbay  of  Suynefheued  ther  he  drank  poyfon. 
At  Hauche  his  lif  he  leued,  fo  fay  men  of  that  toun. 

In  librorum  imprimendorum  rationis  laudem 
quidam  hos  cecinit  verjus. 

O  felix  noftris  memoranda  impreffio  feclis 
*  nitent .  Inventore  *  nitet  utraque  lingua  tuo 
Anti. Brit. Defierat  quail  totum  quod  fundis  in  Orbem 
Nunc  parvo  dodlus  quilibet  efle  poteft. 

Omnes  te  furomis  igitur  nunc  laudibus  ornenr, 
Te  duce  quando  ars  hec  mira  reperta  fuit. 

D.  Hartmanni  Schedel  Chronicon  Nurem- 
bergii  conj’ummat.  120  menjis  Julij  anno 

II 

Salutis  nojlre  1493.  fol.  ccln. 


y  hateful \  loath  fame,,  z  prefently * 


( 
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Number  IV. 

The  Lord’s  Prayer,  Creed,  and  Ten 
Commandments,  according  to  the 
Feftival. 

The  Lord's  Prayer. 

FAder  our  that  art  in  hevens,  halowed  be  thi 
name  :  thy  kingdom  come  to  us ;  thy  wyll 
be  done  in  erthe  as  is  in  heven ;  Our  euery  dayes 
bredegyve  us  to  day  ;  and  forgyve  us  our  tref- 
paffis,  as  we  forgyve  them  that  trefpaffe  agenffe 
us ;  and  lede  us  not  into  temptatyon,  but  de- 
lyucr  us  fro  all  evyll  fynne,  amen. 

The  XII  artycles  of  the  faytb. 

IByleue  in  god  fader  almyghti  maker  of  heuen  u 
and  of  erth  ;  1  by  1  eve  in  jheJ'u  Chrijie  his  2* 
only  Tone  our  lorde ;  I  beleue,  that  he  was  con-  3. 
ceiued  of  the  holy  ghofi  and  borne  of  the  vir- 
gine  Mary.  1  byleue,  that  he  i'u tiered  payne  4, 
under  Ponce  Pilate  doon  on  the  crolle,  dede  anu 
beryed  c  1  byleve,  that  he  went  downe  to  helie. 
the  thirde  day  arofe  from  deth  to  lyfe:  I  by-  6. 
leue,  that  he  died  up  into  heuen  and  let  him 
ther  on  his  fathers  right  honde  t  I  byleue,  that  y, 
he  is  to  come  to  deme  the  quicke  and  the  dede  : 

I  byleue  in  the  holy  ghooft  :  the  thyrde  perfon  8. 
of  the  trinyte.  I  byleue  in  holy  chirche  and  9, 
comeninge  of  fayntes.  1  byleue  remiffion  of  10. 
fynnes,  I  byleue  ry'fing  ot  body'.  I  byleue  in  1 1,  I2» 

cverlafling  lyfe. 

L  Me 
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^The  X  commaundementis  of  ’god. 

1.  HP  HE  firft  he  commaundeth,  that  thou  have 

2.  -®-  no  god  but  him.  The  feconde  is,  that  thou 
take  net  in  vayne  the  holy  name  of  god.  The 

3.  thirde  is,  have  in  mynde  to  halowe  thy  holy 
dayes :  that  is  to  faye  fondayes  and  other  that 

4.  be  boden.  The  mi  is  worfhyp  thy  fader  and 

5.  moder.  The  fyfthe  is,  thou  (halt  not  flee. 
6,  7.  The  vj  is  thou  lhalt  do  no  lechery.  The  vij 

commaundement  is,  thou  (hall  not  ftelen.  The 

8.  viij  is,  thou  fhalt  bere  no  fals  wytnefle.  The 

9.  ix  is,  thou  lhalt  not  defyre  thy  neyghbours 

10.  wif.  The  x  commaundement  and  the  laft  is, 

thou  fhalte  not  defire  thy  neyghboure’s  thing, 
houfe,  londe,  oxe,  afie,  nother  nothing  that  is 
his. 


Cor - 
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Cor  regions  and  Additions. 


PREFACE. 

ix.  Line  17.  read,  /even  Years  before  i£ 
P  was  praftifed,  or,  however,  but  three  after  it 
was  firft  thought  of. 

P,  xi.  L.  1 4.  r.  only  the  Manufcript  is, 
in  fome  Places,  corrected,  and  the  old  and  obfolete 
Language  fometimes. 

P.  xii.  Col.  2.  L.  3.  from  bottom.  In  Caxtorf s 
own  Edition  of  this  Chronicle  it  is,  the  which e  he  leete 
make  in  the  fyxth  yere  of  his  regne. 

Ib.  L.  3.  Note.  Matthew  xviii.  32.  which,  incur 
prefent  Englijh  T ranflation  is  render’d,  O  thou  wicked 
Servant ,  is,  in  our  Saxon  or  old  Englijh ,  Eala  thu  ly- 
thra  theowa. 

P.  xiii,  L.  5.  The  Time  of  this  memorable  Fa£t 
is  differently  reported  by  our  ancient  Hiftorians.  Ro¬ 
ger  de  Hoveden ,  tells  us,  That  Anno  gratia  1156,  qui 

erat  annus  tertius  regni  regis  Henrici - — idem  Hen™ 

ricus  — — -  novam  fecit  monetam ,  qua  fola  recepta  erat 
et  accepta  in  regne.  Radulphus  de  Eiceto  and  Matth. 
Wcfimon.  mention  this  as  done  1158,  or  the  fifth  of 
his  Reign.  Matt.  Paris ,  and  William  of  Newbery\ 
place  it  to  the  Year  1180,  or  the  27th  Year  of  this 

Prince’s  Reign.  Nova  moneta  in  Anglia  fa  A  a  eft - 

Forma  moneta  publica ,  a  falfariis  corrupt  a,  mutata  eft 
in  Anglia. 

B  O  O  K. 

Page  16.  Line  9.  In  the  Preface  to  his  fecond 
Edition  of  this  Book,  without  any  Date  or  Name  of 

L  2  Place 
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Corrections  and  Additions * 

Place  where  printed,  Mr.  Caxton  thus  addreffed  hte 
Readers :  —  4  emonge  alle  other  good  werkys.  It  is 

4  a  werke  of  ryght  fpecial  recomendation  to  enforme 
c  and  to  late  underftonde  wifedome  and  vertue  unto 
c  them  that  be  not  lernyd,  ne  cannot  dyfcerne  wyfe- 
c  dome  fro  folye.  The’ne  emonge  whom  there  was 
4  an  excellent  dodour  of  dyvynyte  in  the  royame  ©f 
*  Fraunce  of  the  ordre  of  thofpital  of  Saynt  Johns  of 
4  Jherufalem  whiche  entended  the  fame,  and  hath  made 
4  a  booke  of  the  cheffie  moralyfed ,  whiche  at  fuche 
4  tyme  as  I  was  refident  in  brudgys  in  the  counte  of 
4  Flaunders  cam  into  my  handes ;  whiche  whan  I  had 
4  redde  and  ouerfeen  me  femed  ful  neceffarye  for  to  be 
4  had  in  englifhe  ;  and  in  efchewyng  of  ydlenes,  and 
4  to  thende,  that  fomme  which  have  not  fene  it  ne  un» 

4  derftonde  Frenfsh  ne  latyn ,  I  delybered  in  my  felf  to 
4  tranflate  it  into  our  maternal  tongue.  And  whan  I  fo 
4  had  achyeued  the  fayd  tranflacion  I  dyde  doo  fette  in 
4  enprynte  a  certeyn  nombre  of  theym  which  anone 
* difperfed.  <  were  *  depefshed  and  folde.  Wherfore  bycaufe  thys 
4  fayd  book  is  ful  of  holfom  wyfedom,  and  requyfyte 
4  unto  every  aftate  and  degree,  I  have  purpofed  to  en~ 
4  prynte  it,  fliewyn  therin  the  a  figures  of  fuch  perfones 
4  as  longen  to  the  Played  The  Book  is  deuyded  and 
Defcript.  departed  into  four  traytes  and  Partyes.  Oudin  informs 
Vol.  III.  us>  from  the  learned  Lambecius’s  Catalogue  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  Library,  That  this  Book  was  written  originally 
in  Latin ,  and  is  fometimes  entitled,  Super  ludo  Schac- 
corum  *,  fometimes,  De  moribus  hominum ,  et  officio  no - 
bilium  et  popularium  fuper  ludo  Schacchorum  ;  and 
FraFtatus  de  caufa  inventionis  Indi  Schaccorum  :  that 
the  Author  of  it  was  Jacobus  de  Fheffialonica ,  of  the 
Order  of  Preaching  Friers.  In  Anthony  Senenjis’s  Chro» 

a  Thefe  figures  are  very  rudely  cut  in  Wood  :  I  fhall  only  ob- 
ferve  of  them,  That  thole  of  the  Alphynes,  which  are  direded 
to  be  made  and  formed  in  manner  of  Judges  fitting  in  a  chayer  <with 
a  book  open  before  tbeyr  eyen ,  and  of  the  Rooke  which  ben  neycarys 
and  legates  of  the  Kynge ,  have  fuch  Caps  on  their  Heads  as  Mr.  Cax- 
tons  Fidure  has. 
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nicle  of  this  Order  is  the  following  Account  given  of 
him;  Prater  Jacobus  de  Cezol  is,  Fir  gravis,  litera¬ 
tures  egregite  et  multum  venerandus ,  tranfmijit  ad  po~ 
Jieros  Sermones  varios  et  librum  b  moral em  pro  nob  ih  bus 
de  ludo  Schaccorum.  Claruiffe  fertur  circa  annum  Do¬ 
mini  1295,  Lambecius  obferved,  That  his  true  Name 
was  de  Cafulis ,  from  a  City  in  Italy ,  called  Cajali , 
where  he  was  born  :  That,  through  Corruption,  it  was 
written,  de  CafoliSj  Cajjalis ,  and  Cafallis :  Then  de 
folis ,  Ceffolis ,  Cezolis  and  Sejfelis  ;  that  again  the  Name 
was  written  de  T 'effalis  and  Fhefjalis  ;  and  at  length 
abfurdly  and  foolifhlv  changed  into  de  Fhejfalonia  et 
S Vheffalonica  ;  and,  that  he  flourished  about  the  Year 
1290,  or  1295  ;  UAbbe  fays,  before  the  Year  1200. 
The  learned  du  Frefne  fuppofed  Jacobus  de  CeJJulis , 
and  Jacobus  de  Tbejjalonica ,  to  have  been  two  diffe¬ 
rent  Men  of  the  fame  Order  of  preaching  Friers  ;  the 
firft  to  have  lived  about  A,  D .  1295,  and  the  Second 
about  1410.  The  fame  learned  Ferfon  feems  to  have 
thought  this  Game  of  Chefs  an  Arabian  or  Ferfian 
Game,  fmce  he  derives  its  Name  from  the  Word 
Schach3  which,  in  Arabic,  fignifies  a  ..King,  who  is  the 
principal  Perfon  in  this  Game.  Out  of  Latin  was  this 
Book  tranflated  into  French ,  and  from  the  French  into 
Englijh ,  by  Mr,  Caxton ,  as  has  been  fliid  before.  One 
Simon  Ailwardus ,  an  Engliih  Poet,  who  lived  1456, 
wrote  a  Poem  Of  the  Game  of  Chefs. 

P.  16.  L.  19.  add.  In  the  Prologue  to  this  Book 
Mr.  Caxton  tells  us,  That  it  was  written  in  French  by 
Raoul  le  Feure ,  the  Author  of  Fhe  Recuyel,  See.  and 
prefented  by  him  unto  the  noble  Prince  in  his  dayes, 
Philip  le  bon  due  of  bur gey ne,  to  whom  he  was  Chap¬ 
lain  :  That  ‘  it  was  newe  made  aparte  of  alle  thiftories, 
4  of  the  iayd  Jafon ,  and  the  hiftorie  of  him  which 
4  that c  Dares  Frigius  and  d  Guido  de  Columpnys  wrote 

b  Fr.J  ac .  de  CeJ/blis  frat.  ord.  Praedic.  liber  de  moribus  homi- 
11  um  et  Officiis  Nobilium.  fuper  ludo  Schaccorum  :  parvo  folio 
fool.  1479. 

c  De  bello  Trojano. 

t  Deitruttionis  Trojae  fejftoria.  Fvl.  1486,. 
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t  in  ^le  begynnyng  of  theyr  bokes  touchyng  the  con- 
queft  of  the  fayd  golden  flefe  by  occafion  wherof 

*  grewe  the  caufe  of  the  fecond  deftruccion  of  the  faid 

*  <:‘Cc  °f  Troye He  further  intimated.  That  himfelf 
4  entended  to  tranflate  and  enterprifed  to  accompli  fh 
&  this  littil  book  for  the  honour  and  worfhip  of  K.  Ed- 
4  ward  IV.’  who  had  been  elected  Knight  of  the  Or¬ 
der  of  the  Golden  Fleece ,  in  the  firft  Chapter  of  it, 
held  by  his  Brother  in  Law,  Charles  Duke  of  Bur¬ 
gundy,  at  Bruges ,  on  Sunday ,  May  8,  1468  ;  and  af¬ 
terwards  inftalled,  or,  as  Caxton  exprefled  it,  ‘  had 
4  taken  pofTeflion  therof.’  In  the  fame  Prologue  Mr. 
Caxton  defcribed  the  Hangings  Jet  up  by  Philip  Duke 
of  Burgundy ,  who  inftituted  this  Order  of  the  Knights  of 
the  Golden  Fleece ,  with  a  View  to  the  Story  of  Jafon’ s 
Expedition  to  Colchis ,  in  his  Caflle  of  lief  din,  in  Ar¬ 
tois,  upon  the  River  Canche ,  in  which  this  Story  was 
reprefented  :  ‘  Well  wore  I,  fays  Mr.  Caxton ,  that  the 
4  noble  Due  Philippe,  firft  foundeur  of  this  fayd  Or- 
4  dre,  did  doo  make  a  Chambre  in  the  Caftell  of  Hef- 
4  dyn  wherin  was  craftyly  and  curyoufly  depeynted  the 
4  conquefte  of  the  golden  flefe  by  the  faid  Jafon.  In 
4  which  Chambre  I  have  ben  and  feen  the  fayd  hifto- 
4  rie  fo  depeynted  ;  and,  in  remembrance  of  Medea 
4  and  her  cunning  and  lcience,  he  had  do  make  in  the 
4  Laid  Chambre  by  fubtyll  engyn,  that,  when  he  wolde, 
4  it  fliulde  feem,  that  it  lightned,  and  after  thondre, 

*  fnowe  and  rayne,  and  all  within  the  faid  chambre  as 
4  afte  tymes  and  whan  it  fliulde  pleafe  him,  which  was 

J-  Anftts,  t  aj  made  for  his  finguler  pleafir.’  A  learned  Friend, 

fir  p  And- to  w^0,ri  I  am  much  indebted  for  thefe  Additions, 

pal  King  obferves  to  me,  that  there  is  no  other  Writer  who  men- 

at  Arms,  tions  thefe  Hangings  or  Paintings  •,  and  that,  proba¬ 
bly,  they  were  deftroyed  in  1553,  when  the  Town 
and  Caftle  of  Hefden  were  demolithed  by  Philibert 
Emanuel,  Duke  of  Savoy,  General  of  the  Emperor 
Charles  V.  But,  that  Oliver  de  la  March,  who  was 
bred  up  in  the  Court  of  Philip  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
has  intimated.  That  the  Duke  had  a  Regard  to  this  Sto 
ry  in  his  Inftitution  of  this  Order  j  but  afterwards,  by 
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the  Advice  of  John  German ,  Bifhop  of  Never s,  the 
firft  Chancellor  of  this  Order,  Gideon’s  Fleece  was 
fubftituted  in  the  Room  of  that  of  Jafon  ;  and,  that  ol 
this  Story,  were  very  rich  Hangings  ol  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  remaining  in  the  Court  ol  Brujfels,  in  1652,  when 
Chijiet  printed  his  Breviarium  Ordinis  Vetteris  aurei. 
Monftrelet  tells  us,  That  on  the  Collar  ol  this  Order 
was,  Appendent  une  toifon  quejadis  conquijl  ancicnnement 
Jafon  en  I’ijle  de  Colchos  comme  on  le  trouve  in  I’Hiftoire 
de  Troye.  Mr.  Caxlon  mentions  both  thefe  in  this  Pro¬ 
logue.  ‘  In  fo  much,  fays  he ,  as  the  greateft  fame  and 
4  renomme  ftandeth  and  refteth  in  the  conqueft  of  the 
«  Flefe  of  gold  wherof  is  founded  an  Ordre  of  Knightes. 

‘ - howe  well  fome  perfones  afferme  and  faye,  that 

<  the  fayde  Ordre  hath  taken  his  Original  of  the  flefe 
4  of  Gedeon ,  where  in  I  woll  not  difpute.’  This  little 
Book  Mr.  Caxton  prefented,  as  he  faid,  ‘  unto  the 
4  mooli  fayr,  and  his  mooli  redoubted  young  lord, 

‘  his  lord  prynce  of  Wales  to  thentent  he  might  be- 
4  gynne  to  lerne  to  rede  Englifsh : 5  He  being  now 
about  five  Years  old. 

P.  1 7.  L.  11,  fcfa  Note.  This  Title  of  the  Earl’s, 
of  Defendour  and  Diretlour  of  the  Siege  Apoftolique ,  &c. 
is  an  Intimation  of  an  Office  of  which  I  have  hitherto 
met  with  no  Account,  and  can  therefore  only  guefs 
at  the  Nature  of  it.  Sir  Henry  Spelman  has  obferved,  Gloffa- 
That  Defendors  are  of  many  Kinds,  and  known  byrium,  V. 
feveral  Names,  both  in  the  Church  and  State  :  That,  T><fenfor- 
particularly,  there  were  Defendors  of  the  Patrimony  ol 
St.  Peter ,  which  were  appointed  by  the  Popes  in  the 
Provinces,  to  defend  and  take  care  of  the  Patrimony 
of  the  Roman  Church,  and  particularly  of  what  Le-> 
gacies  were  left  to  it  :  That  of  thefe  Defendors  there  is 
often  mention  made  by  the  Popes,  Gregory  and  Pela - 
gius,  in  their  Epiftles  •,  and,  that  from  thence  may  be 
learn’d  their  Office,  Du  Frefne  informs  us.  That  Gloflk- 
thefe  Defendors  of  the  Churches,  or  Apoftolic  See,  Hum,  V. 
were  of  the  Order  of  Scholaftics,  or,  as  I  fuppofe, 
Advocates  ol  the  Canon  Law  ■,  but  that  afterwards  this™'" 
Office  was  conferred  on  military  Men,  and  thole  of 
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greater  Power,  that  there  might  be  thole  to  defend  the 
Rights  of  the  Churches,  which  they  took  into  their 
Prote&ion,  not  only  with  their  Tongues  but  with  their 
Arms.  Earl  Rivers  was  a  fit  Perfon  for  this  Office, 
who,  according  to  the  Character  given  of  him  by  Sir 
Thomas  More ,  had  a  Hand  to  execute  as  well  as  a 
Head  to  advife.  From  hence  I  have  furmifed,  that 
this  Office  was  fomething  like  that  of  the  King’s  Lord 
Advocate  in  Scotland  who,  it’s  faid,  was  a  Perfon 
molt  eminent  for  Eloquence  and  Knowledge  of  the 
Laws,  and  to  defend  the  King’s  Right  and  Intereft 
in  all  publick  Meetings,  by  Law  and  Reafon.  The 
Word  Directour  feems  to  import  the  lame  •,  as  if 
the  Perfon  inverted  with  this  Office,  had  the  Direction 
or  Management  of  what  concerned  the  Apoftolic  See 
here  in  England ,  or  of  what  temporal  Concerns  the 
Pope  had  here.  It  is  in  this  Senfe  that  the  Word  is 
ftill  ufed.  Diretleur ,  Procurator ,  terme  de  Palais. 
C’eft  une  Adminijlrateur  laique  qui  eft  choift  par  le  Bureau 
general  des  Pauvres ,  pour  avoir  foin  du  biens  de  quel- 
que  hopital ,  et  qui  va  un  jour  la  J'emaine  a  cet  hopital , 
pour  ouir  les  plaintes  des  pauvres  et  leur  rendre  juftice. 
Richelet  Diction.  V.  Diretleur. 

P.  18.  L.  10.  add,  In  the  Earl’s  Preface  to  this 
Book  we  are  told,  That  in  July  1473,  he  fetfail  from 
Southampton ,  to  go  to  Compoftella  in  Spain ,  on  a  Pil¬ 
grimage  to  St.  James ,  where  that  Year  was  to  be  a 
Jubilee  and  Pardon  :  For  this  he  had  a  royal  Licenfe 
granted  to  him  two  Years  before- - Profeffuro  con¬ 

tra  incredulos  fidei  Chriftianw ,  &c.  who  was  a  going 
againft  the  Infidels,  and  in  Pilgrimage,  and  to  fee  the 
World,  with  a  Recommendation  of  him  to  all  Chri- 
ftian  Princes  At  the  End  of  this  Book  is  added  about 
a  Page  and  a  Half,  by  Caxton ,  of  the  feyings  of 
Socratts ,  aycnft  Women,  which  the  Erie ,  it  feems, 
had  not  mandated :  Of  this  Mr.  Caxton  gave  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Account  :  That  ‘  the  Earl  defired  him  to  over- 
«  fee  this  Book,  and  whereas  he  rtiolde  fynde  faute  to 
‘  corred:  it,  and  that  done  to  put  the  fayde  booke  in 
4  prynte.  And  thus,  faid  he ,  obeying  his  requeft  and 

‘  com- 
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<  commaundement,  I  have  put  me  in  deuoir  to  over* 

*  «  fee  this  his  booke,  and  beholden  as  nyghe  as  I  coude 
f  howe  it  accordeth  with  thorigynal  beyng  in  kresifh. 
c  And  I  fynde  nothyng  difcordaunt  therin,  fauf  only 
6  in  the  dyftes  and  fayengys  of  &  ocrates^  wherin  I 
4  fynde,  that  my  faide  lorde  hath  left  out  certayn  and 
4  dyuerce  conclufions  towchyng  women,  wherof  I 
4  meruaylSe  that  my  lord  hath  not  wreton  them. 

4  But  for  as  moche  as  I  had  commandement  of  my 
4  layd  lord  to  correfte  and  amende  where  as  I  lholde 
4  fynde  fawte,  and  other  fynde  1  none  fauf,  that  ne 
4  hath  left  out  thefe  diftes  and  Iaynges  of  the  Women 
‘  of  Greece.  Therfore  in  accomplishing  his  coman-  # 

4  dement  for  as  moche  as  I  am  not  *  in  certayn  whe-  furt 
4  der  it  was  in  my  lordis  copye  or  not,  or  ellis  pcra- 
4  venturp  that  the  wynde  had  blowe  over  the  leef  at 
4  the  tyme  of  tranflacion  of  his  boke,  I  purpole  to 
4  wryte  the  lame  Iaynges  of  that  Greke  Socr cites  whiche 
4  wrote  of  tho  women  of  Greet  and  nothyng  of  them 
4  of  this  lloyame,  whom  I  fuppofe  he  neuer  knewe : 

4  For  if  he  had  I  dar  plainly  faye,  that  he  would  haue 
4  *  relerued  them  in  efpeciall  in  his  layd  didtes.  Al-  e*cepti. 
4  way  not  prelumyng  to  put  and  lette  them  in  my  fayd 
4  lordes  book,  but  in  thende  aparte  in  the  reherfayll  of 
4  the  werkis,  humbly  requiryng  al  them  that  fhal  rede 
4  this  lytyl  reherfayll,  that  if  they  fynde  ony  faulte 
4  *  tarrette  it  to  Socrates  and  not  to  me.’  *  t0  tlact* 

P.  20.  L.  28.  add,  Befides  the  tranflating  thefe  three 
Books,  if  the  two  A  all  mentioned  are  not  the  fame, 
for  I  have  never  feen  them,  this  Earl  wrote  a  Ballad 
againft  the  feven  deadly  Sins  ;  and  another  whilft  he 

was  a  Prifoner  in  Pont  ef rail  Caftle,  beginning 

(  4 

Sumwhat  mufying  and  mournyng- - - 

which  is  inferted  by  John  Rojfe ,  in  his  Hiftory,y>.  214. 

P.  21.  L.  7,  &c.  Note.  Mr.  Mofes  Pitt,  in  the 
fecond  Volume  of  this  Atlas,  tells  us.  That  he  prefent- 
ed  this  Book  to  the  Univerfity  Library. 
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P.22.  Note.  Read  Hunte  and  Roode  at  Oxford. 

P.  27.  L.  16.  In  a  Prologue  to  this  Book,  decla¬ 
ry  nge  to  whom  it  appertayneth ,  we  are  informed.  That 

it  was  tranfiatid  out  of  latin  into  Frenfshe  by  the  or- 

*  denaunce  of  the  noble  due  John  of  Berry  and  Au- 
4  uergne  the  yere  of  our  lord  MCCXLV.  and  now  at 
4  this  tyme  rudely  mandated  out  of  Frenfshe  into  Eng- 
‘  lip  by  William  Caxton  :  That  it  was  engrofled,  and 
‘  in  all  Poyntes  ordeyned  by  chapitres  and  figures  in 
4  Frenfshe  in  the  town  of  bruggis  1464  in  the  month 
‘  of  Juyn,  and  empryfed  by  him  to  tranfiate  and 
4  brynge  it  into  our  maternall  tongue  the  fecond  day 
4  of  Janyuer  1480  in  thabby  of  Weftmeftre  bv  Lon- 
4  don.’ 

P.  29.  L.  13.  from  bot.  Note.  ‘  John  Raft  all,  who 
‘  breuely  compylyd,  and  emprynted  2 1  Henry  viij  or 

*  A.  D.  1530,  The  Paftyme  of  People ,  or  the  Crony cles 
4  of  dyuers  realmys  and  moft  fpecyally  of  the  realme  of 

*  Englond,  calls  this  The  Englyp  Cronicle.  ’ 

P.  40.  L.  3.  from  bot.  This  Prefs  is  faid  by  Bag- 
ford  to  have  been  fuppreffed  by  Cardinal  Wolfey. 

P.  47.  L.  laft.  Note,  at  the  Word  tranftation. 
This  Book  of  the  blafyng  of  arms  contains  only  Ab- 
ftrafts  from  Nicholas  Upton ,  who  wrote  four  Books, 
De  re  militari  et  fact  is  illuftribus ,  the  laft  of  which 
treats,  De  inftgnibus  Anglorum  Nobilium :  Or,  of  the 
Arms  of  the  Englip  Nobles.  At  the  End  of  this  Eng- 
lip  Tranflation,  by  Juliana  Barns,  is  Emprinted  at 
the  exempt  Monaftry  of  St.  Albans. 

P.  51.  L.  2.  from  bot.  r.  A  wife  and  politic  Go¬ 
vernment. 

P.  84.  Note.  In  our  Forefathers  Time,  when  Pa- 
piftry,  as  a  Handing  Pool,  covered  and  overflowed  all 
England ,  few  Books  were  read  in  our  Tongue,  faving 
certain  Books  of  Chivalry,  as  they  faid,  for  Paftime 
and  Pleafure ;  which,  as  fome  fay,  were  made  in 
Monafterys  by  idle  Monks,  or  wanton  Canons.  As  one 
for  Example :  Morte  Arthur,  the  whole  Plea- 
fure  of  which  Book  ftandeth  in  two  fpecial  Poyntes, 
in  open  Man-flaughter,  and  bold  Bawdry.  In  which 

Book 


CorreBions  and  Additions.  149 

Book  thofe  be  counted  the  nobkft  Knights  that  do  kill 
moft  Men  without  any  Quarrel,  and  commit  forfeit 
Adulteries  by  fubtleft  Shifts  :  As  Sir  Lancelot  with 
the  Wife  of  King  Arthur  his  Mafter ;  Sir  Triftram 
with  the  Wife  of  King  Mark  his  Uncle  •,  Sir  Lamer ock 
with  the  Wife  of  King  Lote  that  was  his  own  Aunte, 

This  is  good  Stuff  for  wife  Men  to  laugh  at,  or  honelt 
Men  to  take  Pleafure  in :  Yet  I  know  when  God’s  Bi¬ 
ble  was  banifhed  the  Court,  and  Morte  Arthur 
received  into  the  Prince’s  Chamber.  R.  Afcham, 
Schoolmafter ,  Book  I. 

P.  88.  L.  13.  Note.  In  an  A  ft  of  Parliament, 

9  Henry  V.  f.xn.  A.  D .  1421,  this  Bridge  is  called, 

Lhe  newe  bridge  of  Rochester. 

P.  99.  L.  5.  from  bot. - 4  whiche  tranflation 

4  was  finifhed  the  viii  day  of  fuyll  the  faid  Yere,  and. 

4  enprynted  the  xiiii  day  of  fuyll  next  folio wyng  and 

ful  fynyfhed.’  i  _ 

P.  ioi.  L.  27.  The  bright  and  accurate  Author  of 

the  Dunciad  tells  us.  That  ‘  Caxton  tranflated  into 
4  Profe,  Virgil’s,  iEneis  as  a  Hiftory ;  and  that  he 
4  fpeaks  of  it  in  a  very  fingular  Manner ,  as  of  a  Book 
4  hardly  known:  But  this  Cenfure  is  confuted  by  the 
very  Copy  of  Caxton’ s  Preface  to  this  Book,  which 
even  this  ingenious  Writer  has  printed  in  his  Appen¬ 
dix.  There  Caxton  tells  his  Readers :  4  1 .  That  this 
4  lytyl  booke  was  tranflated  out  of  latyn  into  frenjhe  by 
4  fome  noble  clerke,  or  fine  fcholar,  of  fraunce. 

4  2.  That  he  never  law  *  tofore  like,  this  tranflation,* 

4  ne  none  fo  playfant,  ne  fo  wel  ordered  v  and,  that 
4  this  book,  as  him  feemed,  ftiould  be  moche  requifite 
4  to  Noblemen  to  fee.  3-  That  this  booke  is  named 
4  Eneydos ,  and  made  in  latyn  by  that  noble  Poete  and 
4  grete  clerke  Vyrgyle.  4.  That  many  hondred  yerys 
4  paTed  was  the  fayd  book  of  Eneydos  with  other 
4  workes  made  and  learned  daily  in  fcolys,  fpecyally 
4  in  ytalye  and  other  places,  whiche  hiftorye  the  fayd 
4  Vvrpvle  made  in  metre.*  How  eafy  a  Matter  is  it  to 

^  (jv  * 

create  Dunces  at  this  Rate  ? 


P.  103. 
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Cor  reft  ions  and  Additions. 

P.  103.  L.  2.  from  bot.  It  appears  from  this  Book 
now  accurate  an  Editor  C  ax  ton  was,  and  what  an  Inju¬ 
ry  has  been  done  to  Chaucer’s  Works  by  thofe  who 
have  publifhed  them  fince.  Of  this  I’ll  give  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Inftance,  from  the  Beginning  of  this  Book. 


Caxton’s  Ed. 

-—For  lo  readying  mufes 
of  Poetes  enditen  to  me 
thinges  to  be  writen,  and 
drery  vers  of  wretchidnes 
weten  my  face  with  very 
teeris. 

yongthe. 

welefull. 

dreynte. 

unagreable. 

welefull. 


^  Ed.  1602,  1721. 

- — P  or  io  rendyng  mules  of 
Poets  enditen  to  me  things 
to  be  written,  and  dreary 
tears. 


youth. 

welfull, 

drente. 

ungreable. 

welfull. 


P.  41.  Note.  It’s  not  improbable,  that  this  Name 
of  Info  much,  given  to  the  Author  of  this  Book,  enti¬ 
tled,  FruStm  temporum,  by  Sir  Henry  Chauncey,  was 
taken,  by  Miftake,  from  the  firft  Word  of  the  Pro¬ 
logue  to  it,  which  is,  Infomoche. 
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